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Preface. 



HE annals of a parish^ or distriB, should 
not be negleBed merely because they are 
local. For^ besides affording a commendable 
subjeSi of interesting research and study 
to those not wholly absorbed in the present^ 
they form in no small measure the material 
from which county histories are prepared^ and so contri- 
bute towards the history of the kjngdom. 

The following pages ^ compiled from contemporary records^ 
contain some account concerning the extent and adminis- 
trative system^ in feudal and later times^ of that most 
piBuresque portion of West Somerset^ the ancient Royal 
Forest of Exmoor — a distriSi in the history and associations 
of -which I have always taken a warm and sympathetic 
interest. To some extent^ perhaps^ this feeling is the result 
of heredity ; for my father^ who was born at Oare in 1805, 
was the representative of the eleventh generation in direB 
line of a yeoman family ffhich had settled in that parish 
before the Reformation^ and was continuously located there 
down to the second decade of the present century. 
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My acquaintance with the Exmoor country began in the 
early ^fifties^ since which time I have frequently visited 
those health-giving uplands — the home from time immemorial^ 
and now the sole remaining haunt in Rn gland ^ of the wild 
red deer. And who that has roamed this wide wild waste 
has not been impressed with the delicious sense of unbounded 
freedom^ which the vast expanse of billowy moorland^ and the 
invigorating power of the heather-scented breezes^ seem to 
bring with them ? Doubtless it is this sensation of mental 
and physical liberty^ which days spent on the moor invariably 
produce^ that impels many^ whose lives are principally passed 
in the dull routine of professional or mercantile pursuits^ 
to seek recreation away from the busy haunts of men ; 
where^ after the turmoil of town^ a feeling of restful 
solitude falls soothingly upon the senses ; while the faint but 
delightful odour of burning peat which occasionally greets 
the nostrils^ suggests an old-world favour that enhances the 
charm of tranquil enjoyment. 

On such occasions as these — amidst the solitude and silence 
of the hills ^ or in the depths of some secluded combe — have my 
thoughts ^harked back'' to the Exmoor folk of the remote past. 
And a desire to learn ^ if possible^ something of their con- 
dition and environment in those times ^ when the oppressive 
laws of the forest bore heavily upon the people^ led me to 
undertake a task^ the imperfeB result of which is contained 
herein. The particulars gathered by no means exhaust the 
subjeB ; they are fragmentary in chara&er^ and so far as 
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they go will be of interest chiefly to those who by family or 
other associations are conneSied with the locality. To such 
they are offered^ in the hope that as a small contribution to 
local history^ gleaned from trustworthy sources^ they may 
serve the double purpose of bringing together in convenient 
form some record of bygone events relating to the ancient 
Forest of Exmoor ; and add to the material for that much 
desired magnum opus — a History of the County of Somerset. 

I desire to express my thanks to H. C. Maxwell-Lyte, Esq.^ 
C.B.y Deputy Keeper of the Records^ for permission to photo- 
graph (for the purpose of illustration) two original docu- 
ments of the ^^ Placita de Foresta^^ relating to Exmoor. 

Also to Richard R. Holmes, Esq.^ F.S.A.^ the Royal 
Librarian at Windsor Castle^ to whose kindness and courtesy 
I am indebted for information concerning the Warrant 
of Charles I for a Stag from Exmoor; and for obtaining^ 
from Her Majesty the Queen, permission to produce from 
that document the facsimile copy which forms the frontis- 
piece to this volume. 

E. J . R. 

London, 

September^ 1S93. 
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Exmoor Forest. 




HE ancient Royal Forest of Exmoor formed 
part of a considerable expanse of wild, hilly, 
uncultivated and unenclosed country ; in 
length about twenty-five miles from east to 
west, and extending some twelve or more 
miles as the crow flies, southwards, from 
the shores of the Bristol Channel, It is generally assumed that 
this forest lay wholly within the county of Somerset, of which 
it formed the extreme north-west part. But there is ample 
evidence to show that a portion of North Devon was also at 
one time accounted within the forest area ; for several records, 
as well as AAs of Parliament, locate Exmoor forest as being 
in the counties of Somerset and Devon. However, before re- 
ferring more fully to that forest in particular, it will be well 
perhaps to consider briefly the origin of forests generally. 

In the times of the ancient Britons, various kinds of wild 
animals abounded throughout the whole of England. The 
islanders, who lived in a primitive and pastoral manner, without 
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enclosing or improving their grounds, derived much of their 
subsistence from the chase, w^hich they all enjoyed in common. 
But w^hen, under Saxon government, husbandry was introduced 
and lands began to be cultivated and enclosed, the beasts natu- 
rally retired to those wild and woody traAs of country which 
were called forests. These, not having been disposed of in the 
first distribution of lands, were therefore held to belong to the 
Crown, and were known as ancient forests^ because they had 
not been made, but had existed from time immemorial, being 
unenclosed tra6ts of country remaining in the same wild and 
uncultivated state as was the condition of the whole island 
prior to the pra6tice of husbandry. 

Of these ancient forests, five lay in the county of Somerset, 
namely — Selwood, Neroche, Mendip, North Petherton, and 
Exmoor ; the last named being the greatest in extent and 
wildest in physical features ; embracing a vast expanse of high 
moorland intersedted by numerous deep densely-wooded 
combes, or valleys, forming extensive coverts and pastures, 
well watered by many running streams. It was a wild and 
open tra6t of country, possessing in a large degree all those 
natural advantages and surroundings as were in every way 
suitable to the nature and habits of the privileged beasts of 
the chase ; in which they could harbour undisturbed, and find 
abundant food and shelter. 

Certain of the West-Saxon kings had palaces at Porlock 
and Dulverton ; and it is not improbable that King Alfred, 
whose intimate associations with Somerset are well known, may 



Exmoor Forest. 5 

himself have participated in the pleasures of the chase in the 
adjacent forest of Exmpor, which for centuries had been con- 
sidered a royal hunting ground. In the reign of Edward the 
Confessor it is recorded that the greater part of Withypool 
was held by Dodo, Almar, and Godric, three royal foresters ; 
a fad: which proves the existence in Saxon times of forest offi- 
cers on Exmoor, After the Conquest, the lands of these Saxon 
foresters were bestowed upon one of his own followers, by 
William, who probably reserved to himself the forest rights ; 
for the Conqueror, according to the Saxon Chronicle, " loved 
the tall deer as though he had been their father ^^ and would 
scarcely be likely to forego any privileges concerning the vert 
and venison. 

The Domesday survey, though it contains the foregoing 
references to foresters, makes no mention whatever of any 
forests in the county of Somerset under the specific names of 
such ; consequently, opinions respeding the aAual area of 
Exmoor forest, at that period, must to a certain extent be 
based upon conjeAure. A very considerable quantity of forest 
land doubtless pertained to the royal manors of Carhampton 
and Williton ; in addition to which, William the Conqueror 
held by escheat, the comitial manors of Dulverton, Winsford, 
and Nettlecombe — previously the possessions of Harold and his 
kinsmen. Forest rights were also exercised, under the King's 
authority, by the first Norman sheriff of Somerset, William de 
Mohun, in respedt of his two demesne manors of Cutcombe 
and Minehead, which together formed the chatellany of his 
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castle at Dunster. The manor of Oare, which undoubtedly 
lay within the forest, had been bestowed upon Ralph de 
Pomerai, who also held the adjoining manor of Brendon ; 
which, although part of the county of Devon, may at that time 
have been considered within the forest bounds of Exmoor. 
But leaving Brendon, with other manors in Devonshire adjacent 
to the forest, out of the question, and assuming that the 
county boundaries were the same in the Conqueror's time as 
they are now ; also that the Exmoor forest of that period in- 
cluded only the area at present embraced within the parishes 
of Oare, Exford, Withypool, Hawkridge, and Exmoor — ^a very 
moderate estimate ; then its area would have been nearly 
thirty-eight thousand acres. If, however, Winsford and Dul- 
verton, both of which were in the hands of the king, and 
Cutcombe, in resped of which William de Mohun held forest 
rights, be added — and their inclusion seems to be justified — 
then the whole extent of Exmoor forest, as accounted within 
the county of Somerset at the time of the Domesday survey, 
probably exceeded sixty-two thousand acres. 

But, whatever the area of Exmoor forest was in the reign of 
William the Conqueror, it was considerably increased by the 
encroachments of subsequent monarchs ; particularly John, 
who, to the great injury of the holders, afforested a large trad 
of country, which, though adjacent to the forest at the period 
referred to, was accounted without its adual limits and bounds. 
Some idea may be formed of the extent of that king's afforesta- 
tions in this distrid, by consulting the records of the earliest 
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extant perambulations of Exmoor forest, made in the reign of 
Edward I, which give the names of certain parishes, manors, 
and lordships said to have been afforested by King John ; in- 
cluding Culbone, Yarnor, Wilmersham, Stoke Pero, Porlock, 
Doverhay, Bossington, Holnicot, Luccombe, Withycombe, 
Exton and others. Approximately, the places mentioned give 
an aggregate of some twenty thousand acres annexed by that 
king to Exmoor forest. It may reasonably be assumed, there- 
fore, that in the time of King John a total of eighty thousand 
acres at least, but probably more, of the Exmoor country in 
Somerset, was held to be forest, and, as such, subje6t to the 
harsh and stringent forest laws. 

Concessions were wrung from John, in the forest clauses 
of Magna Carta, and his successor Henry III granted a Forest 
Charter. But, notwithstanding these grants, nothing whatever 
was done, towards reducing the area of Exmoor forest to its 
former limits, until the time of Edward I, when a perambu- 
lation of that forest, and also of the other forests in the county 
of Somerset, were made at the king's command by Walter 
Scamel, Dean of Salisbury, and Sir Matthew de Columbariis, 
one of the king's justiciars, assisted by a duly eleAed and 
sworn jury, eight of whom were knights. Another perambu- 
lation of Exmoor forest, defining a smaller area, was made 
about the same time, but by a different jury, who began their 
survey at an opposite point of the forest, and proceeded in a 
diredion contrary to that taken by the other jurors. Copies 
of these two perambulations, together with that of a later one 
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mentioned by CoUinson (which has been generally, though 
erroneously, accepted as the earliest and only one extant) are 
given in another sedion [see Perambulations of Exmoor Forest]. 
By these perambulations, according to the terms of Carta de 
Foresta, the whole of the beforementioned encroachments 
were disafforested, and became what was then known as 
Pouralle or Purlieu ; i.e.^ territory unjustly added to, but 
afterwards severed from and made quit of, the burthens, 
charges, and restriAions of the forest ; but remaining subjed: 
to the view of the forest officers, who had the right of entry 
upon, and way over, all Purlieu, for the purpose of seeking, 
and driving back to within the forest bounds, any wild animals 
or game, that might have strayed therefrom. 

At this period, certain lands in the Exmoor distrid were 
held conditionally upon curious specified services being ren- 
dered in connexion with the forest. Thus, in the ninth year 
of the reign of Edward I, it is recorded that Walter Angevin 
held lands at Auri [? Oare] and Hole in the county of Devon, 
by serjeanty, that whenever the king should hunt in the forest 
of Exmoor the said Walter should find him two barbed arrows. 
And, in the same reign Walter Barun is certified to hold certain 
lands and tenements, consisting of one messuage, ten acres of 
arable and two acres of meadow land at Holnicot in Somerset, 
of the king in cap it e ; " by the service of hanging on a certain 
forked piece of wood the red deer that died of the murrain 
in the forest of Exmoor : and also of lodging and entertaining 
at his own expense, such poor decrepit persons as came to 
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him, for the souls of the ancestors of King Edward I." 

The reduced area of the forest, as defined within the limits 
and bounds of the perambulation of 1298, appears to have 
remained unaltered for a very considerable period. The forest 
rights still continued vested in the Crown, though very little 
is known concerning Exmoor, beyond such particulars as 
are contained in the series of records known as Placita de 
ForestOy or Pleas of the Forest ; and a selection from the 
earliest of those now extant, relating to Exmoor, between 1250 
and 1368, form the subject matter of a separate se<fHon [see 
Pleas of the Forest]. Before proceeding to these, however, 
it will be best, perhaps, to give in the next section some 
account of the Forest Charters, Laws, and Customs ; and then 
follow on, in the two succeeding se<flions, with the Perambu- 
lations and Pleas, all of which pertain to a period prior to the 
death of Edward III. 
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Forest Laws and Charters. 



UR Saxon rulers held that the forests through- 
out the country belonged to the Crown, and 
all wild beasts, birds, and fowls, that were 
ferie natures, were considered the king's, 
wholly and absolutely, down to the time 
when Canute the Dane became King of En- 
gland. That monarch, in the first year of his reign, a.d. ioi8, 
is said to have promulgated, at Winchester, certain ordinances 
entitled Constitutions of the Forest, which some authorities 
have held to be the earliest of our forest laws. Others, 
however, consider the code attributed to Canute, to be a clever 
forgery of some twelfth-century scribe, representing the con- 
dition of things as they were in the reign of Henry I. But, 
whatever their origin, they are generally acknowledged to 
form the base of our laws relating to the forest ; and in this 
respecft being of some interest, a copy of them, the text of 
which is taken fi-om a work entitled Ancient Laws and 
Institutions of England, is given in appendix A, Article 30 
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of this charter conferred upon every freeman the full liberty 
and right of hunting, either in woods or plains on his own 
lands ; provided he abstained from the king's forests ; and 
this privilege continued down to the time of the Conquest. 

Upon the accession of William the Conqueror to the throne 
of England, a new do<flrine was enforced ; and the right of 
hunting, and taking all beasts of the chase or venery and such 
other animals as were accounted game, was held to belong to 
the king, or to such only as were duly authorised under him. 
The right thus newly vested in the Crown was exerted with 
the utmost rigour, at and after the time of the Norman estab- 
lishment ; not only in the ancient forests, which at that period 
were many in number and great in extent, but also in the one 
that the Conqueror made by the seizure and wasting of a large 
trad: of country in Hampshire, encompassing an area nearly 
one hundred miles in circumference ; within which radius all 
villages, hamlets, parish churches, manor houses, etc., were 
destroyed, and the whole district depopulated for the forma- 
tion of a royal game preserve, to which the name of the New 
Forest was given, because all other forests at that time in 
England were ancient forests. 

Throughout the reigns of William the Conqueror, William 
Rufris, and Henry I, gross tyrannies and oppressions were 
perpetrated under colour of forest law, for the sake of pre- 
serving the beasts of the chase, to kill any of which, within 
the limits of the forest, was as penal as the slaying of a man. 
Among the common punishments inflided, were the loss of 
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an arm, or a foot ; and sometimes of both arms, or both feet ; 
or even of both arms and feet : cutting off of one or both 
ears ; plucking out the eyes, or scorching the sight from 
them ; castration, and boiling alive. Numberless punishments 
of these kinds are described by the chroniclers, with a- minute 
particularity which is most revolting, and which it would be 
impossible to reproduce in any modern book. The details, 
however, are to be found under the crabbed latin of the period. 

The forest policy of our early Norman kings was not 
perhaps wholly influenced by the desire for hunting ; for, in 
addition to privileges of the chase, the forests afforded the 
king a revenue, an armed force, and an important jurisdidion 
outside his constitutional position. Thus the Crown derived 
considerable profit from pannage, agistment, cheminage, and 
other taxes, as well as from fines on offenders. And, whilst 
the great number of foresters, woodwards, bailiffs, and other 
officials formed no mean equivalent of a small standing army ; 
the code of forest law stood out in marked contrast from the 
common law, it being held that what was ^^ not justice in 
itself^ was justice according to the forest law.''* Finally, the 
forest courts could enforce the attendance of the highest 
nobles and clergy, and were in fa<ft a royal counterpoise to 
baronial " liberty " and the popular " shiremote.'* 

During the reign of Stephen, these laws were not enforced 
with such barbarous cruelties ; offenders against the forest 
being punished principally by fine. But Henry II, who per- 
sonally took great delight in hunting, began, very soon after 
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his accession, to enlarge certain of the great forests, by the 
afforestation of such lands of his nobles and others as were 
in any way near to or adjoining those forests ; and these en- 
croachments continued throughout his reign. He asserted 
supreme jurisdiAion over all forests, whether on his own lands 
or not, and administered the forest laws with the utmost rigour. 
He also appointed justices' itinerants to visit the forests period- 
ically, to hear and determine the pleas of the forest ; and in 
the year 1184, he issued at Woodstock an instrument of 
sixteen articles, known as the Assize of the Forest, which is 
given in full in appendix B. 

Richard I, who next succeeded to the throne, reverted to 
the cruel practices of some of his predecessors, and issued an 
edid: as follows : — 

" That if anyone forfeit to him [the king] concerning his 
" venison or his forest or anything relating thereto ; he 
" is not to trust to this, that he shall be only punished 
" in his goods as heretofore ; for if, after this time, 
"anyone forfeit, and be convicted, he shall have fiiU 
"justice done upon him, as was in the time of King 
" Henry our grandfather ; that is he shall lose his eyes 
" and his virility." 
In decreeing these barbarous penalties, Richard could 
scarcely have been influenced by any personal desire to par- 
ticipate in the pleasures of the chase ; at least not in this 
kingdom, to the welfare of which he was utterly indifferent. 
Succeeding to the throne in 11 89, he was crowned at West- 
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minster on September 3rd, and left this country the following 
December. He returned in March, 1 1 94, and finally quitted 
our shores the following May : so that, throughout the whole 
of his reign of nearly ten years, he only passed about five 
months amongst his subjefts in England. Romance has 
woven a glamour around Richard Cceur de Lion^ and given 
him an undeserved pre-eminence in English history. But Sir 
F. Palgrave, in his introduftion to the ^' Rotuli Curia Regis," 
says that ^^ Richard's court was a market, and he a royal 
chapman, who boasted that he would sell London, if he could 
find a purchaser." It was from Richard I, that Reginald 
Fitz-Jocelyn, Bishop of Bath and Wells, obtained, for himself 
and his successors, confirmation of a right to keep dogs for 
sporting purposes throughout the county of Somerset. The 
terms of this grant as recorded in the Harleian MSS., No. 83, 
c. 10, are as follows : — 

Sciatis nos concessisse et presenti carta nostra confirmasse Rainoldo Dei 
g^tia Bathon Epo et ejus successoribus in perpetuum canes suos ad fugan- 
dum per totam Sumerset, sicut ipse vel aliquis antecessorum siiorum eos 
unquam liberius habuit, videlicet ad capiendum bestias praeter cervum et 
cervam et damum et damam. Volumus etiam et concedimus quod ipse, 
et omnes successores ejus de omnibus bestiis in parcus suis fugatus si 
exierint libere et quiete suum habeant percursum. Et idcirco prohibemus 
ne quis predictum Episcopum vel successores suos super hec in aliquo 
disturbet, super decern libras forisfracture, etc. 

Upon the accession of John to the throne, he, following 
the example of his brother Richard I, and his father Henry II, 
pursued a similar system of continual afforestations. And it 
was during the reigns of those three succeeding monarchs. 
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between the years 1154 and 12 14, that the bounds of nearly 
all the ancient forests were so much enlarged, that the greater 
part of the kingdom was accounted forest, to the great injury 
of all classes of the inhabitants. An illustration of the extent 
to which these encroachments were carried in the West of 
England, is found in the fad, that, in the year 1203, ^^ 
entire county of Devon was accounted forest ; the Statutes 
of the Realm recording that John in the fifth year of his 
reign, granted a charter, disafforesting the whole of Devonshire, 
with the exception of the ancient forest of Dartmoor, up to 
the boundaries of Exmoor. \^Fide appendix CJ\ 

From the Norman establishment down to the time of King 
John, notwithstanding the harsh and stringent measures taken 
for the strid: preservation of all wild animals throughout the 
land, birds had hitherto been considered common property. 
But that king, when sojourning at Bristol during Christmastide 
of the year 1208, placed a total interdid upon the taking of 
winged as well as four-footed creatures, " capturam avium 
per tot am Angliam interdixit^^\ and, by this decree, John 
may be considered to have laid the foundation of our game 
laws. Under this tyrannical king, afforestations, extortions, 
and oppressions, went on throughout the country ; the forest 
laws, at the same time, being so severely and cruelly enforced, 
that it was almost impossible for any man dwelling within or 
near the limits of a forest to live without danger. This state 
of things continued until the seventeenth year of his reign, 
when a crisis arrived ; for the barons, supported by the people, 
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demanded of John, among other things, that he would grant 
that all those afforestations made by his father Henry II, his 
brother Richard I, or by King John himself, should be dis- 
afforested ; and also that he would grant and confirm unto 
them such liberties and privileges, concerning the forests, as 
they in certain articles had drawn up. These articles the 
king unwillingly subscribed, at Runnymead near Windsor, on 
the memorable 15th of June, 12 16, when he reludantly 
granted the greater privileges of Magna Carta. 

It has generally been assumed by such authorities as 
Matthew Paris, Rymer, Sir William Blackstone, and others, 
that King John granted a forest charter, distind: from Magna 
Carta. But according to Dr. Stubbs, this assumption, though 
very ancient, is erroneous ; and, in his work entitled " Sele<fl 
Charters," he states that the document usually attributed to 
John is merely the forest charter of Henry III, with an 
altered salutation ; and that such liberties concerning the 
forest, as were granted by John, are those embodied in 
articles 44, 47, and 48 of Magna Carta. John commanded 
the sheriffs, throughout the country, to see that those ordi- 
nances and liberties which he had granted were confirmed ; 
but, before any disafforestations were made, the king died at 
Newark, Odiober 19th, 12 16. 

Henry III, the eldest son of John, succeeded to the throne 
at the early age of nine years : and the first charter by which 
the forest law was explicitly determined was issued by the 
Earl Marshal, in Henry's name, on November 6th, 12 17. 
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[For copy see appendix Z).] Nothing however, was done 
concerning the disafforestations until the ninth year of his 
reign, when the king demanded a relief of money towards the 
maintenance of his wars in France. Henry, then, in con- 
sideration of a grant to him, of a full fifteenth penny in value, 
of all movable goods to be found within the realm, as well 
belonging to the spirituality as temporality j confirmed his 
subjects their oft-demanded liberties, as were conceded to 
them under the terms of Magna Carta, and Carta de Foresta. 
He decreed that on a certain day after Easter next ensuing, 
an Inquisition should be taken by a substantial jury, for the 
disafforesting of all lands and woods which had unjustly been 
made forest, since the time of the coronation of his grand- 
father, Henry II, severing the new from the old ; and he 
appointed Hugh de Neville and Bryan de Lyslee com- 
missioners to take the inquisitions ; but no progress was 
really made with the work at any time during Henry Ill's 
long reign of fifty-six years. 

The next in succession, Edward I, was frequently urged 
by his subjeds to confirm those liberties which his father had 
granted ; but the king was occupied during the early part of 
his reign with the war in Wales, so matters pertaining to the 
forest remained for some time in statu quo. It is recorded, 
however, that in the year 1279 he caused perambulations of 
the forests in the county of Somerset to be made [see Peram- 
bulations of Exmoor Forest] ; and in 1293 he enacted the 
following : — 
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Statute de Malefactoribus. 21st Edward I. "If any 
forester do find any trespasser wandering within his liberty 
which is within the forest, intending to do hurt or damage 
therein ; and after hue and cry made to him to stand unto 
the peace, will not yield himself, but do flee or resist ; in this 
case, if the forester do kill any such offender, he shall not be 
impeached for this felony." 

Time went on, but the people were not to be denied ; all 
classes continuing to demand of the king that those peram- 
bulations might be made, and the disaiforestations fully carried 
out, in accordance with the first and third articles of Carta 
de Foresta. These just demands were eventually conceded 
by Edward, in consideration of a substantial monetary aid ; 
and so the Forest Charter of Henry III was confirmed by an 
inspeximuSj dated at Westminster, Oftober 12th, 1297 ; the 
following full copy of which is taken from Statutes of the 
Realm. 

CARTA DE FORESTA. 

2 5 /A Edward /, 1297. 

Edward by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord ot 
Ireland, and Duke of Guyan. To all to whom these Presents 
shall come. Greeting. We have seen the Charter of the Lord 
Henry our Father, sometime King of England, concerning 
the Forest, in these words. Henry by the Grace of God, 
King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and 
Guyan, and Earl of Anjou : to all Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justicers, Foresters, Sheriffs, 
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Provosts, Officers, and to all his Bailiffs and faithful Subjects, 
which shall see this present Charter, Greeting. Know Ye, 
that We, unto the honour of Almighty God, and for the 
salvation of our soul, and the souls of our Ancestors and 
Successors, to the advancement of Holy Church, and amend- 
ment of our Realm, of our mere and free will, have given 
and granted to all Archbishops, Bishops, Earls, Barons, and 
to all of this our Realm, these Liberties following, to be kept 
in our Kingdom of England for ever. 

I. — We will that all Forests which King Henry our 
Grandfather afforested, shall be viewed by good and 
lawful men : and if he have made Forest of any other 
Wood more than of his own Demesne, whereby the 
Owner of the Wood hath hurt ; forthwith it shall be 
disafforested : and if he hath made Forest of his own 
Wood, then it shall remain Forest, saving the Common 
of Herbage, and of other things in the same Forest to 
them which before were accustomed to have the same. 
Resteaint 2. — Men that dwell out of the Forest from henceforth 

of the 

shall not come before the Justicers of our Forest by 
common Summons, unless they be impleaded there, 
or be Sureties for some others that were attached for 
the Forest. 

3. — ^All Woods which have been made Forest by 
King Richard our Uncle, or by King John our 
Father, until our first Coronation, shall be forthwith 
disafforested, unless it be our demesne Wood. 
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ment. 



How Dogs 
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4. — All Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Knights, and other Freeholders which have 
their Woods as they had them at the [time] of the 
first Coronation of King Henry our Grandfather, So 
that they be quit for ever of all Purprestures, Wastes, 
and Assarts made in those Woods after that time, 
until the beginning of the second year of our Coro- 
nation. And those that from henceforth do make 
Purprestures without our License, or Waste, or Assart 
in the same, shall answer unto Us for the same Wastes, 
Purprestures, and Assarts. 

5 . — ^Our Rangers shall go through the Forest to make 
Range, as it hath been accustomed at the Time of the 
first Coronation of King Henry our Grandfather, and 
not otherwise. 

6. — The Enquiry, or View for Lawing of Dogs within 
our Forest, shall be made from henceforth when the 
Range is made : that is to say, fi-om three years to 
three years : and then it shall be done by the View 
and Testimony of lawful men, and not otherwise : 
and he whose Dog is not lawed, and so found, shall 
pay for his amerciament iijs. And from henceforth 
no Ox shall be taken for Lawing of Dogs. And such 
Lawing shall be done by the Assize commonly used : 
that is to say, that three claws of the fore-foot shall 
be cut off [by the skin without the ball]. But from 
henceforth, such Lawing of Dogs shall not be done, 
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but in places where it hath been accustomed, from 
the time of the first Coronation of the aforesaid King 
Henry our Grandfather. 
Foresters' 7, — No Forcstcr or BcdeL from henceforth shall mak? 

Collections. ' ^ 

Scotal, or other garb, or oats, or any corn, lamb, or 
pigs : nor shall make any Gathering, but by the sight, 
and upon the view of the twelve Rangers, when they 
shall make their Range. So many Foresters shall be 
assigned to the Keeping of the Forest, as reasonably 
shall seem sufficient for the keeping of the same. 
8. — No Swanimote, from henceforth shall be kept 
within this our Realm, but three in the year ; that is to 
say, the beginning of fifteen days before Michaelmas, 
when that our Gest-takers, or Walkers of our Woods, 
come together to take Agistment in our demesne 
Wood : and about the Feast of St. Martin, [in the 
winter] when that our Gest-takers shall receive our 
Pawnage : and to these two Swanimotes, shall come 
together our Foresters, Verderers, Gest-takers, and 
none other by distress : and the third Swanimote shall 
be kept in the beginning of the fifteen days before the 
Feast of St. John the Baptist, when that our Gest- 
takers meet to hunt our Deer, [for the fawning of our 
Does] and at this Swanimote, shall meet our Foresters, 
Verderers, and none other by distress. Moreover, 
every forty days through the year ; our Foresters, 
and Verderers shall meet to see the Attachments of 
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the Forest ; as well for Green-hue, as for Hunting, 
by the Presentment of the same Foresters, and before 
them attached. And the said Swanimotes shall not 
be kept, but within the Counties in which they were 
used to be kept. 
Agistment g. — Every Freeman may Agist his own Wood within 
Pawnage, q^j. forest at his pleasure, and shall take his Pawnage. 
Also We do grant, that every Freeman may drive his 
Swine freely without impediment, through our demesne 
Woods for to Agist them in their own Woods, or else 
where they will. And if the Swine of any Freeman, 
lie one night within our Forest, there shall be no 
occasion taken thereof whereby he may lose anything 
of his own. 
Deer iq. — No Man from henceforth shall lose either life, 

stealers. ' 

or member for killing [/.^. hunting] of our Deer : but 
if any Man be taken, and Convid: for taking of our 
Venison, he shall make a grievous fine if he have 
anything whereof : and if he have nothing to lose, he 
he shall be imprisoned a Year and a Day : and after 
the Year and a Day expired, if he can find sufficient 
Sureties, he shall be delivered ; and if not, he shall 
abjure the Realm of England. 
NdbhsSra ' ' * — Whatsocvcr Archbishop, Bishop, Earl, or Baron, 
may take, comiug to Us at our Commandment passing by our 
Forest ; it shall be lawfUl for him to take and kill, 
one or two Deer, by view of our Forester if he be 
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present : or else he shall cause one to blow an horn 
for him ; that he seem not to Steal our Deer. And 
likewise they shall do returning from Us, as it is 
aforesaid. 
Land of 12 . — Everv Freeman from henceforth without rdangerl 

Freemen ' L o j 

in Forest, gj^jjj make in his own Wood or in his land [or his 
Water] which he hath within our Forest, [mills, 
springs, pools, marlpits, dykes] or earable ground, 
[without enclosing that earable ground] so that it be 
not to the annoyance of any of his neighbours. 

Hawks and ij. — Evcry Freeman shall have within his own Woods, 
Ayries of Hawks, Sparrow-Hawks, Faulcons, Eagles, 
and Herons : and shall have also the Honey that is 
found within his Woods. 

chyndnage ^a — No Forester, from henceforth, which is not a 

orTolL ~ ' ' 

Forester-in-fee paying to us ferm for his Bailiwick, 

shall take Chiminage, or Toll, within his Bailiwick ; 

/ but a Forester-in-fee paying us ferm for his Bailiwick 

; shall take Chiminage, that is to say, for carriage by 

^^! Cart the half year ijd ; and for another half year ijd : 
for a horse that beareth loads, every half year, a half- 
penny ; and by another half year half-a-penny : and 
but of those only that come as Merchants through 
his bailiwick by license to buy bushes, timber, bark, 
coal, and to sell it again elsewhere at their pleasure : 
but for none other carriage by Cart or Load, Chim- 
inage shall be taken. Nor Chiminage shall not be 
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taken but in such places only where it hath used to 
be. Those which bear upon their backs, brushment, 

em^^. bark, or coal to sell it, though it be their living, shall 
henceforth pay no Chiminage to our Foresters, except 
they take it within our demesne Woods, 
"otrtw" 15. — All that be Outlawed for the Forest only, since 
the time of King Henry our Grandfather, until our 
first Coronation, shall come to our peace without let ; 
and shall find to Us Sureties, that from henceforth 
they shall not trespass unto Us within our Forest. 

Pleas of 16. — No Constable, Castellan, or Bailiff, shall hold 

the Forest. ' ' ' 

Plea of Forest neither for Green-hue nor Hunting : 
but every Forester-in-fee shall make attachments for 
Pleas of Forest, as well for Green-hue, as Hunting ; 
and shall present them to the Verderers of the Pro- 
vinces : and when they be enrolled, and enclosed 
under Seal of the Verderers, they shall be presented 
to our Chief Justicers of our Forest and before them 
they shall be determined. 
General 17. — And these Liberties of the Forest, we have 

Saving. ' ' 

granted to all men. Saving to Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Knights, and to all 
other persons, as well Spiritual, as Temporal : Tem- 
plars, and Hospitallers, their Liberties, and Free 
Customs, as well within the Forest, as without ; and 
in Warrens, and other places which they before had. 
[Here follow the Names of many Witnesses.] 
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We, Ratifying and approving the Gifts and Grants aforesaid, 
do grant and confirm the same, iox Us, and our Heirs : and 
by the tenor of these Presents, do renew the same. Willing, 
and granting, for Us, and our Heirs, that the Charter afore- 
said, in all and singular its Articles, for ever, shall be firmly, 
and inviolably observed : even although any Article in the 
same Charter contained, yet hitherto peradventure, hath not 
been kept. In Witness whereof We have caused these our 
Letters Patents to be made. Witness Edward our Son at 
Westminster the Twelfth day of Odober in the Twenty-fifth 
Year of our Reign. 

The meaning of certain now obsolete terms, occuring in the 
foregoing Charter, will perhaps be best explained by a few 
remarks respeding the nature of trespasses generally, against 
the forest code. OiFences against the forest were classed 
under two heads, viz. : Vert and Venison. By the word 
Vert was meant all woods, coverts, thickets, trees, shrubs, 
pastures, etc., that afforded either food or shelter for the wild 
animals. It was always placed first, because to preserve the 
Venison — by which word was meant not only deer, but every 
beast of the forest and chase — ^it was necessary first to look 
well after the Vert ; for to damage, or destroy that, pradi- 
cally meant the extirpation, or driving away, the Venison. 
Three kinds of vert are mentioned, viz. : Over-Vert^ that 
is, all big trees and such like ; Nether-Verty which included 
all sorts of shrubs, bushes, gorse, heather, etc. ; and Special- 
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*Oert^ by which was meant, every tree, bush, or shrub bearing 
fruit, or berries, upon which the deer could feed. Offenders 
against Special-Vert were more severely punished than if 
they had trespassed against either Over or Nether Vert. 

Offences against Vert were also of different kinds : — 
(i.) Waste i which was the destrudion of Fert^ by cutting 
down, or lopping trees, etc., which might afterwards grow, and 
become coverts again in course of time. (2.) Assart y which 
meant clearing forest ground, by the grubbing up of trees 
and bushes by the roots, and to convert the space so cleared 
into arable or pasture land ; so that when woods or thickets 
were assarted^ the land could not grow coverts again without 
fresh planting. (3.) Purpresture^ a term meaning an en- 
croachment or injury done to the forest, by building houses, 
or making enclosures therein : it being held, that if it were 
lawful for any man, a freeholder, or inheritor of lands within 
a forest, to ered tenements upon the same at his pleasure, 
then the forest would become in course of time, so populous, 
that the wild beasts would desert it, or be driven away there- 
from. Lastly, by an enadment made loth Richard I, the 
digging or delving up of turves and clods within the forest 
was made a punishable offence. 

Offences against the Venison^ comprised all unauthorised 
attempts — ^whether successful or not — ^to disturb, chase, worry, 
take, or kill any wild animal, or carry away the flesh of any 
found dead : and all offenders in this resped: were trespassers 
against the Venison, 
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Dogs could be kept by every inhabitant of any worth, 
wealthy freeholder, or former, dwelling within the forest, for 
the proted:ion of his house and goods, provided that every 
such mastiff be lawfully expeditated^ and I awed according to 
the Assize of the Forest. Manwood says, that the verb ex- 
p edit or to make lame, halt, or unable to run, is a made-up 
Latin word, used in place of mutilo to make lame : and in 
the Assize of the Forest of Edward I, the word tnutilatus is 
used for expeditatus^ as a word of better Latin. He further 
says, that " Canute in his 31st Canon, doth call the lawing of 
dogs genuisciscio ; but that was a kind of cutting or laming 
of dogs in the hams ; and that sort of lawing, the old 
foresters were wont to call hatnling^ or hoxing. King Henry 
II was the first that began to cut off the claws of the 
fore-feet of mastiffs, and he called that manner of lawing, 
expeditatio mastivorum.^^ The lawing of dogs within the 
forest, was done when the Regard of the Forest was made ; 
that is, every third year ; and then only by the view and 
testimony of honest men, and not otherwise. The sixth 
article of the Forest Charter declares, that such expeditation 
shall be done according to the Assizes commonly used, that 
is to say, three claws of the fore-foot shall be cut off by the 
skin ; an operation which Manwood describes in the following 
words : " The mastiff being brought to set one of his fore- 
feet upon a piece of wood of eight inches thick, and a foot 
square : then one with a mallet, setting a chisel of two 
inches broad upon the three claws of his fore-foot, at one 
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blow doth smite them clean off, and this is the manner of 
cxpeditating mastiffs." 

Agistment^ meant the right of turning cattle into the 
woods at particular seasons of the year ; officers being ap- 
pointed to receive the beasts of such inhabitants dwelling 
within the forest, as were entitled — on payment of certain 
fees — ^to common of herbage there. 

Pawnagey or Pannage^ was a term applied to the privilege 
of allowing swine to feed upon acorns, beech-mast, etc., 
within the forest ; and the money paid for the same. At 
the time of Domesday survey, the value of oak trees appear 
to have been estimated, more by the food they afforded to 
hogs, than anything else ; the profit of woods generally, 
being calculated by the number of swine they would fatten. 

The king commanded copies of Carta de Foresta and 
Magna Carta, under his seal, to be sent to the justices of 
the forest, and to all sheriffs throughout the realm ; together 
with a writ dired:ing them to publish the same, and to de- 
clare to the people that he had in all points confirmed them. 
Copies of the said charters were also to be kept in all cathe- 
dral churches, to be read before the people twice a year ; and 
the archbishops and bishops were authorised to pronounce the 
sentence and curse of excommunication against all offenders 
that did contrary to the provisions contained therein. The 
king made a fiirther confirmation of the charters on March 
8th, 1299 ; and again on March 6th, 1300, in a statute 
entitled "Articuli super Cartas." The final confirmation. 
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however, was not made until after the completion of the 
perambulation of the forests throughout the country, when 
Edward I, at the parliament of Lincoln in 1301, issued his 
letters patent confirming these charters, it is said, for the 
thirty-second time. 
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T the Record Office, in the series known as 
Chapter House Documents, are preserved 
certain Forest Rolls, containing records of 
perambulations of the various forests in the 
county of Somerset ; and of these surveys, 
two relate to Exmoor. One is dated Jan- 
uary 4th, 1279; the other is without face date, but it is 
endorsed in a later hand, 7th Edward I. These documents 
are sewn together at the head, and as the accompanying writ 
to the sheriff of Somerset, dated April 28th, 1279 — that is 
three months' later than the date of the first of the above- 
mentioned surveys — ^refers to the perambulations as having 
been lately made, it is evident that all were carried out about 
the same time. The first of the two [herein designated A 
for reference] was made by a duly elefted and sworn jury of 
twelve persons, who began the perambulation on the north 
side of the forest, at Cornestake, or Cornesyete, now known 
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as Cosgate, a point in the county boundary just above 
Glenthorne : from that spot the survey proceeded in an 
eastward direction along the highway to Fistake, or Fistones, 
an ancient mark supposed to have stood where the parish 
boundaries of Oare and Culbone cross the Porlock and 
Lynton road ; thence dired: to Hawkcombe-head ; thence 
southwards to the Exe, Road Castle, and by certain well- 
known marks over Winsford Hill, to the Barle, following the 
course of that river downwards to Castle Bridge ; thence up 
the Danesbrook, and so continuing along the line of the 
county boundary, until the perambulation was completed at 
the starting point. The circuit thus defined, measures on 
the map about fifty miles ; but actually is very much more, 
owing to the extremely hilly charader of the country. It 
included within the forest area nearly the entire parish of 
Oare ; a portion of Culbone, Porlock, Exford, Winsford, 
and Dulverton ; the whole of Hawkridge, Withypool, and 
the modern parish of Exmoor. 

The second perambulation [designated 5] did not en- 
compass so great an area. It was made by a jury of seven- 
teen persons, and began on the south side of the forest at 
Willingford, where the Litton water runs into the Danes- 
brook, and proceeded northwards to Hocklestone ; thence 
dired to Sheardon Hutch on the. Barle ; thence by Landacre 
[including that manor within the forest], and certain other 
marks, to Redstone, a point on the high-road between 
Exford and Simonsbath 5 thence to the Exe, and up through 
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Orchard Bottom to Alderman's Barrow, Black Barrow, and 
down to a point near Robber's Bridge ; thence by way of 
Lillycombe to Fistones and Cosgate j thence down to Oare 
river, and so by way of Malmsmead and Badgworthy water, 
keeping the course of the county boundary line, to that 
point at Willingford where the survey began. 

The county histories contain no reference whatever to 
these two perambulations of Exmoor Forest ; nor are they 
alluded to in more recent works on Exmoor. They have 
not hitherto been printed, so copies of them in extensOy 
together with an annotated translation in parallel columns, 
are now given. In CoUinson's History of Somerset^ par- 
ticulars appeared of another and later perambulation, made 
March 22 nd, 1298, the original of which is preserved among 
the episcopal archives at Wells. It has hitherto been con- 
sidered the earliest, and only one, extant ; previous writers 
on the subjed apparently being unaware of the existence, in 
the Record Office, of documents respeding the two earlier 
surveys, which were made some twenty years prior to the one 
cited by CoUinson, a copy of which [designated C] is also 
given. 

It will be observed, that in neither of these three peram- 
bulations, are the Exmoor sediions of the Somerset and Devon 
county boundaries clearly . defined. They are referred to, 
but not specifically indicated by marks ; a fad: which seems 
to show that, at that period, no exad boundary line between 
the counties had been precisely fixed. 
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PERAMBULATION 



Chapter House Documents. Forest Rolls, Somerset. Box 3, No. 3. 



Writ. — Edwardus Dei gracia Rex An- 
glie Dominus Hibernie et Dux Aquitanie 
vicecomiti Somerset salutem. Quia volumus 
quod perambulaciones quas per dilectos et 
fideles nostros Magistrum Waltrum Scamel 
Decanum Sarum et Matheum de Colum- 
bariis nuper fieri fecimus in foresta de 
Somerset et quarum transcripta tibi sub 
pede sigilli nostri transmittimus teneantur 
et firmiter observentur juxta tenorem Magne 
Carte nostre tibi precipimus quod perambu- 
laciones ilias firmiter observari et teneri 
facias in forma predicta. 



Teste me ipso apud Westmonastarium 
xxviij die Aprilis anno regni vij<^ [1279] 

Hec sunt nomina militum electorum ad 
faciendum perambulacionem forestede Sum- 
ersete per preceptum Domini Regis silicet — 
Johannes de Actone, Rogerus filius Pagani, 
Walterus de Delmede, Elyas Cotele, Gal- 
fridus de Scowelle, Wilieimus de Givelton, 
Philipus de Gryndenham, Hubertus Herse, 
milites : Wilieimus de Godemannestone de 
Digenstone, Ricardus de Newetone, Hen- 
ricus de Munfort de . . ny et Rogerus 
Tyrel. Coram Mag^stro Waltero Scamel 
Decanus Sarum et Domino Matheo de 
Columbariis anno regni Regis Edwardi 
septimo apud Sarum quarto die Januarii. 

[1279] 



Writ. — Edward, by the Grace of God, 
King of England, Lord of Ireland, and 
Duke of Aquitaine, to the Sheriff of Somer- 
set greeting. Because we wish that the 
perambulations which we have lately caused 
to be made, in the forest of Somerset, by 
our beloved and faithful Master Walter 
Scamel, Dean of Salisbury, and Matthew 
de Columbariis, transcripts of which we 
send to you, under the foot of our seal,, 
should be kept, and firmly observed, accord- 
ing to the tenor of our Great Charter, we 
order you to cause those perambulations to 
be firmly observed and kept in the form 
aforesaid. 

Witness myself at Westminster, April 
28th, in the 7th year of our reign. [1279] 

These are the names of the knights chosen 
to make a perambulation of the forest of 
Somerset, by order of the Lord King, 
namely, John de Actone, Roger son of 
Pagani, Walter de Delmede, Elias Cotele, 
GeoflTrey de Scowelle, William de Givelton, 
Philip de Gryndenham, Hubert Herse, 
knights: William de Godmanstone of Digen- 
stone, Richard de Newton, Henry de Mun- 
fort of . . ny, and Roger Tyrel, in the 
presence of Master Walter Scamel, Dean of 
Salisbury, and Sir Matthew de Columbariis : 
the seventh year of King Edward's reign : 
at Salisbury, the fourth day of January. 

[1279] 
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Perambulatores jurati, dicunt per sac- 
ramentum suum quod antiqua foresta de 
Exemore incipit apud Cornestake et tendit 
usque Fifstake. 



De Fifstake usque Havekescumbesheved 
per summitatem montis usque ad Osmundes- 
burghwey. 

De Osmundesburghwey usque ad Parvam 
Dexe. 

De Parva Dexe usque ad Magnam Dexe 
super cursum aque et per cursum mague 
.... usque la Roode. 



Et exinde usque ad Hemesbureghe per 
magnam viam. 



De Hemesbureghe per magnam viam 
usque Wamburegh usque Langestone. 



De Langestone usque Magil .... heved. 



Et exinde per magnam viam inter duas 
Esseweyes usque ad aquam de Burewelle 
et de longo aque de Burewelle usque ubi 
Danesbrok cadit in Buregel. 



The perambulators being sworn, say upon 
their oath, that the ancient forest of Ex- 
moor, b^ins at Cornestake [Cosgate] and 
extends as far as Fifstake [an ancient mark 
on the highway between Porlock and Lyn- 
ton near Deddycombe]. 

From Fifstake as far as Hawkcombe-head, 
by the top of the hill as far as Osmundes- 
burghwey [now known as Alderman's Bar- 
row]. 

From Alderman's Barrow, as far as Little 
Dexe [obsolete]. 

From Little Dexe to Great Dexe [obso- 
lete] upon the water course [near Exford 
probably] and by the course of the great 
. . . [.^ river Exe] as far as la Roode [Road 
Castle]. 

And thence as far as Hemes Barrow [an 
ancient mark probably on Room Hill] by 
the great way [the old highway from Road 
Castle]. 

From Hemes Barrow by the great way, as 
far as Wambarrow [a well-known mark on 
the highest point of Winsford Hill] as far as 
Longstone [an inscribed Roman stone stand- 
ing beside the old highway, about 120 yards 
from the guide post, where the road from 
Tarr to Winsford intersects the high road 
on Winsford Hill at Spire Cross.] 

From Longstone, as far as Magil .... 
head [a point, probably near Mounsey Hill 
Gate]. 

And thence, by the great way between 
the two Ashways [an old track across Varle 
Hill, continuing along the ridge above 
Ash way side, between Old Ash way and 
Ashway] as far as the water of Barle, and 
along by the water of Barle, to where the 
Danesbrook falls into the Barle [Castle 
Bridge]. 
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Et infra illas bundas versus occidentem 
usque Devonian! est antiqua foresta. 

Et versus orientem est extra forestam. 

Omnes autem alii bosci qui forestati 
fuerunt post coronacionem Regis Henrici 
avi Domini Regis Henrici filii Regis Jo- 
hannis fuerunt afTorestati per Regem Johan- 
nem. Et postea deafforestati per Regem 
Henricum filium Regis Johannis quando 
quintadecima pars mobilium bonorum tocius 
Anglie data fuit dicto Domino Henrico Regi 
per confectionem cartarum communium 
libertatum et de foresta. Et postea per 
Ricardum de Wyrtham afTorestati fuerunt 
contra cartam de foresta ad magnum damp- 
num tocius patrie ubi Dominus Rex nullum 
habet proficuum. 



And within these bounds, towards the 
west as far as Devonshire, is ancient forest 

And towards the east is without the forest. 

Moreover, all other woods which were 
afforested after the coronation of King 
Henry, grandfather of the Lord King Henry, 
son of King John, were afforested by King 
John. And afterwards they were dis- 
afforested by King Henry, son of King 
John, when a fifteenth part of the movable 
goods of all England, was given to the said 
Lord King Henry, for making the charter 
of common liberties, and the forest charter. 
And afterwards they were afforested by 
Richard de Wyrtham, against the forest 
charter, to the great damage of the whole 
country, where the Lord King has no profit. 



[B.] 
PERAMBULATION 



Chapter House Documents, Forest Rolls, Somerset. Box 3. No. 3. 



[endorsed 7TH EDWARD I.] 



Perambulacio facta in Comitatu Somerset 
per sacramentum Thome de Bryonde, Ro- 
berti de Panes, Bartholomei Peytevyn, mili- 
tum : Rogeri de Sh. ked. k, Roberti le 
Harpur de Whyttokesmede, Willelmi de la 
Mare. Henrici Wylchet, Willelmi de Code- 
mannestone, Willelmi de Scovyle, Johannis 
de Fraxino, Willelmi Beket, B . . . ni de 
Staunton, Johannis Butille de eadem. 



Perambulation made in the County of 
Somerset, by oath of Thomas de Bryonde, 
Robert de Panes, Bartholomew Peytevyn, 
knights : Roger de Sh. ked. k, Robert le 
Harpur of Whyttokesmede, William de la 
Mare, Henry Wylchet, William de Godman- 
stone, William de Scovyle, John de Fraxino 
[Ash] William Beket, B . • . ni de Staunton, 
John Butille of the same place, Henry de 
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Henrici de Merlaunde, Henrici de Ekewyk, 
Johannis le Butiler de Wednestre, et Petre 
du Mareys. 



Merland, Henry de Ekewyk, John le Butiler 
of Wendestre, and Peter du Mareys. 



Jurati de Exmore processerunt in hunc 
modum. 

Incipiendo apud Wyveleford et sic linia- 
liter procedendo usque la Hockstone. 

Et sic procedendo linialiter usque Shyre- 
bumesse. 

Et sic descendendo per ripam manerii de 
Langakre dimittendo illud infra forestam 
directe usque Stonhuste. 

Et exinde directe usque la Dermarke. 

Et sic usque She . . combeshevede. 
Et sic directe usque la Rydeforde. 
Et deinde directe usque Rodestone. 



Et exinde directe usque in Exe et sic 
linialiter usque Spraccombediche usque 
Spraccombeshiede. 



Et sic linialiter usque Osmundesbergwe. 
Et deinde linialiter usque Blakeborgh. 
Et deinde linialiter usque Lillescombesset. 



Et sic per rivulum usque Lyllecumbes- 
hevede. 

Et sic per attam viam usque Fistones. 



The sworn men of Exmoor went forward 
in this way. 

Beginning at Willingford, and so going 
forward in a straight line as far as Hockle- 
stone. 

And so going forward in a straight line as 
far as Shyrebumesse [Sheardon Hutch 
where Sheardon water runs into the Barle]. 

And so, going down by the river bank of 
the manor of Landacre, leaving that within 
the forest, straight to Stonhuste. 

And thence straight to the Dermark 
[obsolete]. 

And so, as far as She[pe]combehead. 

And so, straight to the Redford. 

And thence, straight to Redstone [a well- 
known point on the highroad between Ex- 
ford and Simonsbath]. 

And thence, straight to the Exe, and so 
in a straight line as far as Spraccombediche 
[the small stream that runs down Orchard 
bottom] as far as Spraccombehead [a point 
above Orchard corner]. 

And so, in a straight line to Alderman's 
Barrow. 

And thence, in a straight line as far as 
Black Barrow. 

And thence, in a straight line as far as 
Lillecombesset [where the small stream that 
runs down Lillycombe, joins Weir water by 
Robbers* Bridge]. 

And so, by the small stream as far as 
Lillycombe-head. 

And so, by the highway as far as Fistones 
[an ancient mark above Deddycombe]. 
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Et sic per eadem [sici viam usque Cornes- 
gate descendendo per fossatum usque ripam 
de Ar que est in confinio comitatum Somer- 
set et Devon. 

Et sic per diversas \sic\ inter eosdem 

comitatus per metas et bundas usque Will- 
eveford ubi bundi incipiunt. 

Et dicunt quod Dominus Johannes Rex 
avus Regis nunc extra predictas metas et 
bundas afforestavit villam de Kydenore, 
villam de Hyernore, villam de Purlok, 
villam de Busyngtone, villam de Westloc- 
cumbe, villam de Wynemeresham, villas de 
Douery et Estloccombe, villam de Leye- 
wodecok, villam de Bugwodeshole, villam de 
Stockeys, villam de Clutesham, villam de 
Honycote, villam de Havekwelle, villam de 
Quarmenouces, villam de Almundesworth, 
villam de Beggesquerme, villam de Wyne- 
ford, hameletum de Wydecombe, hameletum 
de Ho, hameletum de Tettebrok, villam de 
Exetone, villam de Havekrugge, villam de 
Widerch, hameletum de Buteneworth, ham- 
eletum de Westaswey, hameletum de Los- 
cumbe, hameletum de Estaswey, hameletum 
de Tolchet, hameletum de Havekeswylle, 
villam de BoweriJ, cum omnibus boscis per- 
tinentibus ad prioratum ibidem. 

Dicunt insuper eciam quod Dominus Rex 
qui nunc est adquisivit sibi manerium de 
Dulvertone Regm quod fuit Thome de Pyn 
et Hawysie uxoris ejus, et quod Hawysia de 
Pyn tenet ad terminum vite de Domino 
Rege et est extra metas et bundas pre- 
dictas foreste de Exmore et inde faciat 
Dominus Rex voluntatem suam. 

In cujus rei etc. 



And so, by the same way as far as Cos- 
gate, going down by a ditch as far as the 
bank of the Oare river, which is on the 
border of the counties of Somerset and 
Devon. 

And so by different between the 

same counties, by metes and bounds, as far 
as Willingford, where the boundaries begin. 

And they say that the Lord King John, 
grandfather of the king now, afforested with- 
out the aforesaid metes and bounds, the vill 
of Culbone, vill of Yarnor, vill of Porlock, 
vill of Bossington, vill of West Luccombe, 
vill of Wilmersham, vills of Doverhay and 
East Luccombe, vill of Leywoodcock, vill 
of Buckethole, vill of Stoke Pero, vill of 
Cloutsham, vill of Holnicot, vill of Hawk- 
well, vill of Quarmenouces [Quarum Mun- 
ceaux] vill of Almsworthy, vill of Beggars* 
Quarme [Quarum Kitnor], vill of Winsford, 
hamlet of Withycombe, hamlet of How, 
hamlet of Edbrook, vill of Exton, vill of 
Hawkridge, vill of Witheridge, hamlet of 
Buteneworth, hamlet of West Ashway, ham- 
let of Liscombe, hamlet of East Ashway, 
hamlet of Tolchet, hamlet of Hawkswell, 
vill of BoweriJ [i.e. Barlinch] with all woods 
pertaining to the priory there. 

They also say, that the Lord King who 
now is, acquired for himself, the manor of 
Dulverton Regm^ which belonged to Thomas 
de Pyn, and Hawis his wife ; and that Hawis 
de Pyn holds for the term of her life of the 
Lord King, and it is without the metes and 
bounds aforesaid of Exmoor forest, and let 
the Lord King do his pleasure thereof. 

In [witness] of which thing, etc. 
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[C] 
PERAMBULATION 



Original among the Episcopal archives at Wells. The following copy in Latin is from 

Collinsoris History of Somerset 



Perambulatio forestae de Exmore in comi- 
tatu Somerset, per visum Malcolino de 
Harleigh et Johannis de *Wrotesleghe, ad 
dictum visum faciendum per dominum re- 
gem assignatorum : et per visum Baldrici 
de Nonyton et Hugonis de Popham militum, 
de comitatu praedicto per eosdem Malcol- 
inum et Johannem electorum et eisdem asso- 
ciatorum ad dictum visum testificandum : 
convocatis et praesentibus Petro de Hamme 
tenente locum Sabinae Pecche custodis dictae 
forestae, et Gilberto de la Putte admeans, 
viridariis ejusdem forestae, facta ibidem vice- 
simo secundo die Martii, anno regni regis 
Edwardi vicesimo sexto, per sacramentum 
Willelmi de Staunton, Willelmi Trivete, et 
Walteri de Loveny militum : Johannis de 
Reyny, Johannis de Pouleshull, Philippi de 
Woleford, Henrici de Gernvile, Johannis de 
Radyngton, Ricardi de Avele, Rogeri de 
Mandehulle, Roberti de Mandehulie, Ro- 
berti de Escote, Thomae Terel, et Roberti 
de Chubbworthe: qui dicunt, quod bundae 
forestae predictae, juxta tenorum cartas 
domini Henrici quondam regis Angliae, 
patris domini Edwardi regis nunc, de 
foresta incipiunt ad quendam locum qui 
vocatur Comesyete^ et abinde procedendo 
per quandam viam, inter dominicum domini 
regis et feodum Willelmi de Kytenore, usque 



Perambulation of the forest of Exmoor, 
in the County of Somerset, by view of Mal- 
colm de Harleigh, and John de Wrotesleghe; 
by the Lord King assigned to make the said 
view : and by view of Baldric de Nonyton, 
and Hugh de Popham, Knights of the 
aforesaid county ; by the same Malcolm, 
and John, chosen ; and with them associ- 
ated, the said view to bear witness to: 
assembled and present, Peter de Hamme, 
deputy for Sabina Pecche, keeper of the said 
forest, and Gilbert de la Putte admeasurer, 
verderers of the same forest: the same 
being made the twenty-second day of March 
in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of 
King Edward, by oath of William de Staun- 
ton, William Trivete, and Walter de Loveny, 
Knights : John de Reyny, John de Poule- 
shull, Philip de Woleford, Henry de Gern- 
vile, John de Radyngton, Richard de Avele, 
Roger de Mandehulle, Robert de Mande- 
hulle, Robert de Escote, Thomas Terel, 
and Robert de Chubbworthe : who say, 
that the bounds of the aforesaid forest, 
according to the tenor of the charter of 
the lord Henry, sometime king of Eng- 
land, father of the lord Edward, now king : 
the forest began at a certain place which is 
called Cosgate^ and thence proceeding by a 
certain way between the demesne of the 



* Phelps spells this name * Crokesleghe.' 
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illas petras que wocsntuv Fistofus : et abinde 
descendendo per quendam ductum qui voca- 
tur LUlescumbe, usque aquam que vocatur 
Ore:et abinde *ascendendo ultra brueram 
usque ilium montem qui vocatur Blakebergh : 
et abinde procedendo usque brueram atque 
ilium montem Osmundebergh : et abinde 
procedendo ultra brueram usque ilium locum 
qui vocatur Spracombesheved : et abinde des- 
cendendo per quendam ductum usque aquam 
qu2e vocatur Exe: et abinde ascendendo per 
quoddam vetus fossatum usque illam petram 
quae vocatur Radston : et abinde proceden- 
do inter feodum Johannis Moun et feo- 
dum abbatis de Neth usque illud vadum 
quod vocatur Reddeford: et abinde ascen- 
dendo ultra brueram directe usque ilium 
locum Schepecumbeheved^ usque illam petram 
quae vocatur Deresmarke : et abinde proce- 
dendo ultra brueram, inter dominicum dom- 
ini regis et feodum abbatis de Neth usque 
locum qui vocatur Stonchiste: et abinde des- 
cendendo usque locum ilium, in aqua dtBerg- 
hely usque aquam de ScAurebum, descendit 
in aqua de Berghel^ qui locus vocatur Schure- 
bumessete : et abinde descendendo ultra 
brueram directe usque illam petram quae 
vocatur Hockkstone: et abinde descendendo, 
usque quoddam vadum quod vocatur Wyl- 
lenfordy in aqua quae vocatur Dunmokesbroke^ 
in coniinio dictorum comitatuum, usque 
Comesyete^ ad locum ubi prius dictae bundae 
inceperunt. 



lord king, and the fee of William de 
Kytenore, as far as those stones which are 
called Fistones : and thence going down by 
a certain duct which is called LiUycombe^ 
as far as the water which is called Oare : 
and thence going up beyond the heath as 
far as that hill which is called Black Barrow : 
and thence proceeding beyond the heath, as 
far as that hill Alderman's Barrow : and 
thence proceeding beyond the heath to that 
place, which is called Spracombe-head : and 
thence going down by a certain duct, as far 
as the water which is called Exe: and 
thence, going up by a certain old ditch, as 
far as that stone which is called Redstone : 
and thence proceeding between the fee of 
John Moun, and the fee of the abbot of 
Neath, as far as that ford that is called 
Redford: and thence going up beyond the 
heath direct to that place Schepecombe-head^ 
as far as that stone which is called Deers- 
mark: and thence proceeding beyond the 
heath, between the demesne of the lord 
king, and the fee of the abbot of Neath, 
to that place which is called Stonchiste: 
and thence going down as far as that place 
in the water of Barle^ to where the water of 
Sheardon comes down into the water oiBarle^ 
which place is called Sheardon-Hutch : and 
thence going down beyond the heath, direct, 
as far as that stone which is called Hockle* 
stone : and thence going down as far as a 
certain ford, that is called Willingford^ in 
the water that is called Danesbrook^ in the 
confines of the said counties [continuing], 
as far as Cosgate^ the place where first the 
said boundaries began. 



Collinson has * descendendo^ evidently an error ; for the difiference of elevation, between Oare [Weir] 
Water at Robber's Bridge and Black Barrow, is a the of about 450 feet in a little over it^ miles, 
up Mill HiU. 



Perambulations of the Forest 



45 



Et dicunt quod totum a dextris intra 
bundas praedictas in toto circuitu est foresta 
domini regis. 

Et quod omnes terrae et bosci subscript! 
a sinistris extra bundas praedictas fuerunt 
afforestati ad dampnum tenentium post coro- 
nationem domini Henrici quandam regis 
Angliae, filii Matildis imperatricis, et debent 
deafforestari juxta tenorem cartae praedictae 
videlicet — omnes terrae et tenementa et bosci 
cum brueris inter praedictas bundas et mar- 
.... quae Johannes Kelly tenet Villa de 
Kytenore^ cum boscis, brueris et aliis perti- 
nentiis suis, quam Willelmns de Kytenore 
tenet. Villa de Yemar, cum boscis, brueris 
et aliis pertinentiis, quam Johannes de Meier 
tenet. Villa de Porloke, cum boscis, brueris 
et aliis pertinentiis suis, quam Simon Roges, 
de Porloke tenet. Villa de Bosynton^ cum 
boscis, brueris et aliis pertinentiis, quam 
Henricus de Glasten tenet. Villa de West- 
loctufty cum boscis, brueris et aliis pertinentiis. 
Villa de Wyveresmeresham^ cum boscis, bru- 
eris et aliis pertinentiis quas Galfridus de 
Loctun tenet. Villae D*Overey, et de Est- 
loctun, cum boscis, brueris et pertinentiis, 
quas Baldricus de Nonyngton tenet Villae 
de Broggeksnole et Leuecote^ cum boscis 
brueris et aliis pertinentiis suis, quas prior 
de Taunton tenet. Boscus qui vocatur 
Worthe, cum bruera et aliis pertinentiis suis, 
quas Johannes de Kellynton tenet Villa 
de Stoke, cum bosco et aliis pertinentiis, 
quam Gilbertus Piro tenet Villa de Chities- 
ham, cum boscis, brueris et aliis pertinentiis, 
quam Ricardus de Chittesham tenet. Villae 
de Haneceteholne et Brofordy cum boscis, bru- 
eris et aliis pertinentiis, quas Willelmus de 
Holne tenet Hameletae de Forde et Style, 
cum bosco de Haucombe et bruera de Dun- 



And they say, that all on the right, within 
the aforesaid bounds, in the whole circuit, is 
the forest of the lord king. 

And that all lands, and woods under- 
written, on the left without the aforesaid 
bounds, were afforested to the injury of the 
tenants, after the coronation of the lord 
Henry, sometime king of England, son of 
the empress Matilda, and ought to be dis- 
afforested according to the tenor of the 
aforesaid charter : viz., all lands, and tene- 
ments, and woods, with heath, within the 
aforesaid bounds, and mar .... which John 
Kelly holds. The vill of Culbone, with 
woods, heaths, and all its other appurten- 
ances, which William de Kytenore holds. 
The vill of Yamor, with woods, heaths, and 
its other appurtenances, which John de Meier 
holds. The vill of Porlock, with woods, 
heaths, and all its other appurtenances, 
which Simon Roges, of Porlock, holds. The 
vill of Bossington, with woods, heaths, and 
other appurtenances, which Henry de Glas- 
ten holds. The vill of West Luccombe, 
with woods, heaths, and other appurten- 
ances. The vill of Wilmersham, with woods, 
heaths, and other appurtenances, which 
Geoffrey de Luckham holds. The viUs of 
Doverhay and East Luccombe, with woods, 
heaths, and appurtenances, which Baldric de 
Nonyngton holds. The vills of Bucketkole, 
and Lucott, with woods, heaths, and its 
other appurtenances, which the prior of 
Taunton holds. The wood which is called 
Worthy, with heaths, and its other appur- 
tenances, which John de Kellynton holds. 
The vill of Stoke, with woods and other 
appurtenances, which Gilbert Piro holds. 
The vill of Chittesham, with woods, heaths, 
and other appurtenances, which Richard de 



46 



Annals of Exmoor Forest. 



neray^qusLS Alianora Courteney tenet. Terrae 
de Elleworthe^ cum boscis, et brueris, quas 
Jacobus de Torthe tenet. Villae de Hauk- 
welle et la Walles^ cum boscis, brueris et 
aliis pertinentiis, quas prior de Bath et prior 
de Cowyke tenent Manerium de Codtcumhe^ 
cum boscis, brueris et aliis pertinentiis, quod 
Johannes de Moun et Symon Raleigh tenent. 
Villa de Quarmunces^ cum boscis, brueris et 
aliis pertinentiis, quas Willelmus de Mon- 
ceaus tenet. Villa de Almoneswortk^ cum 
boscis, brueris et aliis pertinentiis, quam 
Robertus filius Pagani tenet. Villa de Exe- 
fordemony, cum boscis, brueris et aliis 
pertinentiis, quam abbas de Neth tenet. 
Villa de Begger Quarmey cum boscis, quam 
Willelmus de Kytenore tenet. Villa de 
Wynefarde, cum boscis, brueris et aliis 
pertinentiis^ quam Ricardus de Ripariis 
et Stephanus Beumunde tenent. Hame- 
leta de Wydecumbe^ cum boscis, brueris 
et pertinentiis, quam Idonea de Kael tenet, 
Hameleta de Hoo^ cum boscis, brueris et 
pertinentiis, quam Johannes de Hoo tenet. 
Hameleta de Tettebroke^ cum boscis, brueris 
et pertinentiis, quam Thomas de Bokehegh 
tenet. Villa de Extan et Villa de Hauk- 
brugge et Villa de Langacre, cum boscis, 
brueris et pertinentiis, quas Johannes Herun, 
Ricardus Durante, Adam Hustelegh, et 
heredes Galfridi de Scolonde et Eorde de 
Feynes tenent. Villa de Wydepole^ cum 
boscis, brueris et pertinentiis, quam abbatissa 
de Wylton, et Ricardus le Kynge tenent. 
Hameleta de Bruteneswortkey^ cum boscis, 
brueris et pertinentiis, quam . . . . de Tyntent 
tenet. Hameleta de Westasway, cum boscis, 
brueris et pertinentiis, quam Johannes de 
Sparkeford tenet. Hameleta de Loscumbe^ 
cum boscis, brueris et pertinentiis, quam 



Chittesham holds. The vills of Holnicote^ 
and Brofordy with woods, heaths, and other 
appurtenances, which William de Holne 
holds. The hamlets of Ford and StiUy 
with the wood oi Hawkcombey and the heath 
of Duhkeryy which Elinor Courtenay holds. 
Lands at Elleworthy^ with woods, and 
heaths, which James de Torthe holds. The 
vills of Hawkwelly and la Walles^ with 
woods, heaths, and other appurtenances, 
which the prior of Bath, and the prior of 
Cowyke hold. The manor of Cutcombe^ 
with woods, heaths, and other appurten- 
ances, which John de Moun, and Simon 
Raleigh hold. The vill of QuarmunceSy 
with woods, heaths, and other appurten- 
ances, which William de Monceaus holds. 
The vill oi Almsworthyy with woods, heaths, 
and other appurtenances, which Robert 
son of Pagani holds. The vill of Exford^ 
with woods, heaths, and other appurten- 
ances, which the abbot of Neath holds. 
The vill of Begger QuarmCy with woods, 
heath, and other appurtenances, which 
William de Kytenore holds. The vill of 
Winsfordy with woods, heaths, and other 
appurtenances, which Richard de Rivers and 
Stephen Beaumont hold. The hamlet of 
Withycombe, with woods, heaths, and appur- 
tenances, which Idonea de Kael holds. The 
hamlet of How, with woods, heaths^ and 
appurtenances, which John de How holds. 
The hamlet of Edbrook, with woods, heaths, 
and appurtenances, which Thomas de Boke- 
hegh holds. The vill of Extotty and the vill 
of Hawkridge^ and the vill of Landacrey 
with woods, heaths, and appurtenances, 
which John Herun, Richard Durante, Adam 
Hustleigh, and the heirs of Geoffrey de 
Scolonde, and Eorde de Feynes hold. The 
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Robertus de Boloyne tenet Hameleta de 
Estaswqy^ cum boscis, brueris et pertinentiis, 
quam Rogerus Beupel tenet. Hameletae de 
Telckete etde la Merse^ cum boscis, brueris 
et pertinentiis, quas prior de Taunton tenet. 
Villa de DUvertan^ cum boscis, brueris et 
pertinentiis,quam Hawys de Pyneet Thomas 
de Saleye tenent. Hameleta de Hawkewell^ 
cum bosds et pertinentiis, quam Rogerus 
de Hawkewell tenet. Prioratus de Barlichy 
cum boscis, brueris et pertinentiis suis, quem 
prior de Barlich tenet 



In cujus rei testimonium sigilla juratorum 
huic perambulation! sunt appensa. 



vill of Withypooly with woods, heaths, and 
appurtenances, which the abbess of Wyl- 
ton, and Richard le Kinge hold. The ham- 
let of Brutensworthyy with woods, heaths, 
and appurtenances, which . . . . de Tyntent 
holds. The hamlet of West Ashway, with 
woods, heaths, and appurtenances, which 
John de Sparkford holds. The hamlet of 
Liscombey with woods, heaths, and appurten- 
ances, which Robert de Boloyne holds. The 
hamlet of East Ashway^ with woods, heaths, 
and appurtenances, which Roger Beupel 
holds. The hamlets of Telchete and de la 
Mersey with woods, heaths, and appurten- 
ances, which the prior of Taunton holds. 
The vill of DulvertoUy with woods, heaths, 
and appurtenances, which Hawise de Pyne 
and Thomas de Saleye hold. The hamlet 
of Hawkwelly with woods and appurtenances, 
which Roger de Hawkewell holds. The 
priory of Barlinchy with woods, heaths, and 
its appurtenances, which the prior of Bar- 
linch holds. 

In witness whereof the jurors have set 
their seals to this perambulation. 
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Pleas of the Forest. 




HE Placita de Foresta, or Forest Pleas, record 
the proceedings before the forest courts ; 
which were four in number, (i) The Court 
of Attachment, or Woodmote, held every 
forty days, at which the foresters brought in 
the attachments of vert and venison^ and 
the presentments thereof, which the verderers received and 
enrolled ; but that court had power only to enquire, not 
convid. (2) The Court of Swanimote, which, like all courts 
of great antiquity, sat in the open air, was held three times 
a year, viz. fifteen days before Michaelmas, about the feast 
of St. Martin, and fifteen days before the feast of St. John 
the Baptist, and was presided over by the verderers. (3) The 
Court of Regard, holden every third year, for the lawing of 
dogs, agistment of cattle, etc. (4) The Court of Justice 
Seat, held occasionally, before one or more of the justices' 
itinerants, who gave final judgments. This court was sum- 



5 2 Annals of Exmoor Forest. 

moned forty days at least before the sitting thereof; one 
writ of summons being dire<9:ed to the sheriff of the county, 
and another to the keeper of the forest or his deputy. These 
writs summoned, firstly, all the officers of the forest, who 
were dire<9:ed to bring with them all records, etc. ; secondly, 
all persons who claimed any liberties or franchises within the 
forest, to shew by what warrant they exercised the same. 
The presiding justice and his associates heard the pre- 
sentments of the inferior courts of the forest, gave judgment 
upon convi<9:ion of the Swanimote, and issued warrants to 
the officers of the- forest to attach the offenders. 

The justices in eyre, appointed by the king to hear and 
determine Forest Pleas in the county of Somerset, held their 
courts at various places ; Ilchester, Somerton, Langport, 
Wells, and Taunton, being the places mentioned. Certain 
records of these courts, held in the reigns of Henry III and 
Edward III, at different dates between 1248 and 1368, are 
preserved in the Record Office. These interesting docu- 
ments give numerous names, both of persons and places ; 
and, besides affording some assistance in locating the forest 
boundaries, obsolete vills, and manors, possess many features 
of antiquarian interest, both local and general. The original 
records are written in the abbreviated Latin of the period, 
and such as relate to the Forest of Exmoor have been copied 
in extenso^ and are herein printed for the first time, together 
with a full translation, in which the names of places and 
persons are spelled according to modern style. 
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Chapter House Documents, Forest Rolls ^ Somerset, Box 3. No, i. 
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[Endorsed]. Flacita Foreste in Comitatu 
Somerset coram Willelmo de Briton et 
sociis suis itinerantibus anno 42 Hen- 
rici iij. [1257-8] 



[Endorsed]. Forest Pleas in the Coun- 
ty of Somerset before William de 
Briton and his colleagues [justices] in 
eyre : 42nd year Henry III. [1257-8] 



ESSONIA capta apud Yvelcestre in Com- EXCUSES taken at Ilchester in the County 
itatu Somerset in crastino Sancte Katerine of Somerset on the morrow of St. Kather- 
anno xlij. [1257] ines day 42nd year. [1257] 



[Membrane 5.] De Viridi de Exemore, 

De Roberto Hilling de Bromford 
Ricardo de Essweye^ 
Waltero Bladefreyns de Childecote* 
Roberto Comyn de eadem 
Hyllario de Munceaus 
Gilbert© Hyling de Ayswey^ 
Philippo de Asse 
Gilberto de Loscumb' 
Roberto de la Glad 
Ricardo de Ludebrok 
Johanne de Havekwill 
Roberto de Cumbesheved 
Willelmo de eadem 
Galfrido de Langeham 
Willelmo clerico de Bagel 
Willelmo Syneray 
Hugone Porlock 
Emeryco de Leg 

Ricardo Cole pro viridi de Havekrugge* 
Johanne de Cancia 
Gilberto de Butewurth 
Randulfo le Bedel de Extone* 
Rogero Keyne de eadem 
Rogero de Westcote 
Willelmo le Fund 
Nicholao de Sortecumb 



pro viridi xij^ 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro eodem pauper 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro eodem mortuus 
pro eodem ij' 
pro plegio xij<* 
pro viridi xij^ 
pro plegio ij' 
pro viridi xij<* 
pro plegio xij<* 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro viridi v^ 
pro plegio xij^ 
pro viridi xij^ 
pro plegio utlagatu^ 

pauper 
pro plegio xij<^ 

mortuus 
pro viridi xij<* 
pro eodem mortuus 
pro viridi xij<* 
pro plegio xij^ 
pro eodem xij<J 

(i) Ashway in Dulverton parish. (2) ChilcoU in Dnlverton parish. (3) Liscombc in Dulverton parish. 

(4) Outlawed, (5) Hawkridgc, (6) Exton, 
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Annals of Rx moor Forest. 



[Membrane 6] 

Placita Venacianis de Axemare. 
Presentatum est per forestarios, et Adam 
de Joans di marCy et Robertum de la Sterte 
iiy* viridarios : quod die Jovis proxima post 
Epiphaniam anno xxxvij [1253]. Oliverus 
de Tracy, Waltenis filius ejus, Henricus Peet 
et Hugo le Waleys intraverunt forestam cum 
leporaiis ad malefaciendum de venacione 
sed nichil ceperunt. Et modo non venerunt 
nee fuerunt attachiati quia fuerunt de Comi- 
tatu Devon et statim fugerunt Et Oliverus 
mortuus est, et Waltenis filius dicti piiveri, 
Henricus Peet et Hugo le Waleys exigantur 
et utlagentur. Et nichilominus mandatum 
est vicecomiti Devon quod faciat eos venire, 
etc., apud Ivelcestre die Lune proxima post 
festum Sancti Andree Apostoli [1257], In- 
quisicio facta fuit de predictis malefactori- 
bus per quatuor villatas propinquiores, scilicet 
— Asweye itij^ Exeford di marc^ Almundes- 
worthe di marc^ et Douery di marc, que non 
venerunt plenarie ad inquisicionem faci- 
endam ideo in misericordia.* 

Presentatum est per eosdem et convictum 
quod Willelmus Plumpule, Thoma Segyn, 
Robertus de Bromsterte, et Willelmus filius 
Willelmi le Tort, sunt malefactores venaci- 
onisy qui non venerunt, nee fuerunt attachiati 
quia non fuerunt inventi. Ideo exigantur et 
utlagentur, et preceptum est vicecomiti quod 
faciat eos venire, etc., de die in diem. Postea 
venit Willelmus le Tort et super hoc con- 
victus detentus est in prisona. Postea finivit 
per dimidiam marcam per plegium Willelmi 
le Tort patris sui et Thome de Hoo, 



Pleas of Venison of Exmoor. 

It is presented by the foresters, and by 
Adam de Joans half-a-mark^ and Robert de 
la Sterte 4" verderers : that on Thursday 
next after Epiphany, year 37 [1253], Oliver 
de Tracy, Walter his son, Henry Peet, and 
Hugh le Waleys, entered the forest with grey- 
hounds, with the intent of wrongful hunting, 
but took nothing. And they have not come 
now, and were not attached, because they be- 
longed to Devonshire, and immediately fled. 
And Oliver is dead, and against Walter his 
son, Henry Peet, and Hugh le Waleys, let 
writs of exigent and outlawry be issued. 
And nevertheless, the sheriff of Devon is 
ordered to cause them to come, etc., at II- 
Chester, on Monday next after the feast of 
St Andrew the Apostle [1257]. An inquisi- 
tion was held, concerning the aforesaid wrong- 
doers, by the four nearest townships, namely 
— Ash way 4* Exford half-a-mark^ Alms- 
worthy half-^-mark, and Doverhay half-a- 
mark'y which did not come in full to make 
inquisition ; therefore [they are] in mercy. 

It is presented by the same, and proved ; 
that William Plumpule, Thomas Segyn, 
Robert de Broomstreet, and William son of 
William leTort,.are wrongdoers as tovenison, 
who have not come, and were not attached, 
because they were not found. Therefore let 
writs of exigent and outlawry be issued 
against them, and the sheriff is ordered to 
cause them to come, etc., from day to day. 
Afterwards, came William le Tort, and be- 
ing convicted of this, was kept in prison. 
Afterwards, he paid a fine of hatf-a-marky 
by pledge of William le Tort his father, 
and Thomas de How. 

* Miserkordia'-m mercy— meant being placed in such a position that the king might either exercise 

the right of complete forfeiture, or accept a fine in mitigation. 
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Presentatum est per eosdem et convictum 
quod in festo Sancti Thome Apostoli anno 
xxxiiij [1249] Willelmus Herlewyne et tres 
socii sui quorum nomina ig^orantur ceperunt 
unum cervum in bosco de Havekrigge et 
ilium tuterunt apud Brauntone et Willelmus 
non venit nee fuit attachiatus quia non fuit 
inventus. Ideo *exigatur et utlagetur. Et 
mandatum est vicecomiti Devon quod faciat 
eum venire etc. apud Ivelcestre die Lune 
proxima post festum Sancti Andree Apos- 
toli L12S7]. Inquisicio facta fuit de cervo 
per quatuor villatas, scilicet Havekerigge iiij^ 
Dulvertone ^ Wyneford di marc et Wyte- 
pol iiij^ que nichil aliud inde inquirere po- 
tuerunt. Et quia non venerunt plenarie 
etc. ideo in misericordia. 



Reginaldus de Moun cepit in eadem for- 
esta quatuor cervos et tres capriolos per 
breve domini regis. 



It Is presented by the same, and proved : 
that on the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, 
year 34 [1249] • William Herlewyne, and his 
three companions, whose names are un- 
known, caught a stag in Hawkridge wood, 
and took him to Braunton : and William 
has not come, and was not attached, because 
not found. Therefore let writs of *exigent 
and outlawry be issued against him. And 
the Sheriff of Devonshire is ordered to 
cause him to come, etc., at Ilchester, on 
Monday next after the feast of St. Andrew 
the Apostle [1257], An inquisition was 
made on the stag by four townships, 
namely — Hawkridge 4* Dulverton 5* Wins- 
ford half-a-mark, and Withypool 4* which 
could find out nothing else thereof. And 
because they did not come in full, etc., there- 
fore [they are] in mercy. 

Reginald de Mohun took, in the same 
forest, four stags, and three roebucks, by 
writ of the Lord King. 



Regardum de Exemare, 

Roges filius Simonis alibi Philippus de 
Loccumbe iiij^ Ricardus de Cluttesham ij* 
Ricardus Everard mortuus Galfridus le Tort 
y* Philippus de Notwell iiij* Robertus de la 
Sterte iiij^ Ricardus de Turbervile mortuus 
Stephanus de Bluntescumbe y* Robertus de 
Bradeleghe ij^ Robertus de la Putte ij^ et 
Johannes de Bretton ij^ regardatores in mis- 
ericordia quia aliud dicunt quam presentant 
in rotulo suo. 



Regard of Exmoor. 

Roges Son of Simon elsewhere, Philip de 
Luccombe 4* Richard de Cloutsham 2* 
Richard Everard dead, Geoffrey le Tort 2* 
Philip de Notwell, 4* Robert de la Sterte 4* 
Richard de Turberville dead, Stephen de 
Bluntescumbe 2« Robert de Bradley 2* 
Robert de la Putte 2* and John de Bratton 
2* regarders ; in mercy because they say 
otherwise than they present on their roll. 



• The writ of exigent (so caUed because it " exacted " the accused to appear) was directed to the 
Sheriff, commanding him to proclaim or call for the accused at the court on five court days in succession. 
If he did not then appear he was said to be "quinquies exactus" and coold be adjudged an outlaw. 
The effect of this judgment was to deprive the accused of all civil rights, and forfeiture of his property 
to the Crown. r tr j 
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Rogerus et Waltenis de Sydeham assar- 
taverunt unam acram terre in Sydeham de 
veteri et idem tenent et jacet frisca. 

Johannes persona de Havekrigge assarta- 
vit in Havekrigge quatuor acras inbladatas 
de ivernagio semel et ter de tramisio et 
idem tenet. Ideo in misericordia ;r^ 

De Jacobo de la Hilde pro inbladamento 
unius acre semel de ivernagio et ter de slvenis 

ijs ^jd 

De Roberto de Duggewell pro inblada- 
mento unius acre inbladate semel de ivemagi 
et ter de avenis ij^ vj^ 

De Johanne Passevaunt pro inbladamento 
dimidie acre inbladate semel de ivernagio et 
bis de avenis xij^ 

De Rogero de Eacca pro inbladamento 
dimidie acre inbladate ut supra vj^ 

De Elia de la Sele de Havekerigge pro 
inbladamento duarum acrarum inbladatarum 
ut supra iiij^ 

De Willelmo de Ponte pro inbladamento 
duarum acrarum inbladatarum ut supra iiij^ 

De Johanne persona de Havekrigge pro 
inbladamento unius acre et dimidie inblada- 
tarum ut supra iij^ Et quia de novo fecit 
illud assartum sine waranto ideo in miseri- 
cordia et terra capitur in manum Domini 
Regis. 

De Purpresturis. 

Hamelinus le Fugel et Henricus le Fugel 
et Matilda de la Bere fecerunt quandam 
purpresturam unius acre ad Longam Acram 
in dominico Domini Regis de veteri et fuit 
inbladata semel de ivernagio et bis de 
avenis ij^ 

De eisdem pro novem acris inbladatis de 
avenis et tribus acris de ivernagio vtj^ vj^ 



Roger and Walter Sydenham brought in- 
to cultivation one acre of land in Syden- 
ham, and the same hold it, and it lies un- 
cultivated. 

John, parson of Hawkridge, brought into 
cultivation in Hawkridge, four acres : sown 
once with rye, and thrice with com cut after 
three months growth, and the same holds 
them. Therefore [he is] in mercy lo* 

From James de la Hilde, for sowing one 
acre, once with rye, and thrice with beans 
2« (A 

From Robert de Duggewell, for sowing 
one acre once with rye, and thrice with 
beans 2* (fi 

From John Passevaunt, for sowing half- 
an-acre once with rye, and twice with beans 

I2<' 

From Roger de Eacca for sowing half-an- 
acre, as above €fi 

From Elias de la Sele, of Hawkridge, for 
sowing two acres, as above 4* 

From William de Ponte, for sowing two 
acres, as above 4^ 

From John, parson of Hawkridge, for 
sowing one acre and a half, as above, 3* 
And because he made this assart newly, 
without warrant, therefore [he is] in mercy, 
and the land is taken into the hand of the 
lord king. 

Of Encroachments. 

Hameline le Fugel, and Henry le Fugel, 
and Matilda de la Bere, made of old a cer- 
tain encroachment of one acre at Long 
Acre [Landacre] in the demesne of the 
Lord King ; and it was sown once with rye, 
and twice with beans 2^ 

From the same, for nine acres sown with 
beans, and three acres with rye 7* (A 
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De predicto Hamelino pro una acra prati From the aforesaid Hameline, for one acre 
occupata in tribus regardis iij^ of meadow, occupied in three regards 3^ 



De Vasto Boscorum, 

Boscus de Putteford vastatur de veteri 
per Gervasium Juans qui mortuus est et 
Adam Juans di marc modo tenet ideo in 
misericordia di marc. 

De Warino de Secchevile pro veteri vasto 
in bosco de Ar di marc. 

De Hillario de Mnnceaus pro veteri vasto 
in bosco de Assweye di marc. 

De Waltero de Sydeham pro veteri vasto 
in bosco de Sideham di mure. 



Of WasU of Woods. 

Putteford Wood is wasted of old, by 
Gervaise Juans, who is dead ; and Adam 
Juans half-a-mark holds it now, therefore 
Pie is] in mercy kalfa-mark. 

From Warine de Seccheville, for old waste 
in Oare Wood halfa-mark. 

From Hillary de Munceaus, for old waste 
in Ashway Wood halfa-mark. 

From Walter de Sydenham, for old waste 
in Sidenham wood halfa-mark. 



PLEAS OF EXMOOR FOREST. 

Chapter House Documents. Forest Rolls ^ Somerset. Box 3. No. 2. 



Placitaforesteapud Ivelcestrein Comitatu 
Sumerset in crastino Ascensionis Domini 
anno regni Regis Henrici I<> quarto [1270] 
coram Dominis Henrico de Burghulle, Mat- 
heo de Columbariis, Nicholao de Dumesleye, 
et Reginaldo de Akle, justiciariis ad eadem 
placita audienda et terminanda assignatis. 



Forest Pleas at Ilchester, in the County 
of Somerset, on the morrow of Ascension 
Day in the 54th year of the reign of King 
Henry 3rd [1270]: before Sir Henry de 
Burghelle, Sir Mathew de Columbariis, Sir 
Nicholas de Dumesleye, and Sir Reginald de 
Akle, justices appointed to hear and deter- 
mine the same pleas. 



[Membrane 9.] De Viridi de Exemore. 

De Ricardo Leg de Ashweye^ 
„ Ricardo Molendinario [Miller] de Waskeford 
Nicholao Upedune de Dulvertune 
Willelmo le Knigt de la Hele 
Roberto de Hordecumbe 
Roberto Cole de Putteham 
Willelmo de Coddesende* seniore 
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(i) Ashway in Dulverton parish. 



pro viridi xij^ 
pro plegio xij<^ 
pro viridi ij» 
pro plegio mortuus 
pro eodem xij<^ 
pro viridi ij* 
pro plegio xij<^ 

(2) Codund in Cutcombe parish. 
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De Willelmo de Coddesende juniore 
„ Willelmo le Stodhurde de Havekrigge^ 
„ Johanne le Stodhurde de eadem 
Ricardo Arnold de eadem 



pro eodem xij^ 

pro viridi xij<^ 

pro eodem xij<i 

pro plegio xij^ 

/pro eodem et 
\pro viridi xij^ 

pro viridi xij^ 

pro viridi xij<^ 

pro plegio xij^ 

pro eodem xij^ 

pro viridi xij<* 

pro plegio xij<^ 

pro eodem xij<* 

pro viridi xij<^ 

pro plegio ij» 

pro plegio ij" 

pro eodem xij^ 

pro eodem xij*^ 

pro viridi xij*^ 

pro plegio xij*^ 

pro viridi xij^ 

pro plegio xij<* 

pro eodem xij<* 

pro eodem xij<* 

pro eodem . . . 

pro viridi . . . 

pro plegio martuus 

pro eodem xij^ 

pro eodem xij<^ 

pro eodem ij« 

pro viridi pauper 

pro eodem xij^ 

pro plegio xij^ 

pro eodem xij*^ 

pro eodem xij<* 

pro eodem xij<> 

pro viridi xij^ 

(i) Hawkridge. (2) EasUott in Porlock parish. (3) Dowrhay by Porlock. 

(4) Mouschanger in Winsford. (5) In Dulverton parish. (6) ChUcoU in Dolverton parish. (7) Winsford, 

(8) Name of a farm in Withypool parish. (9) Silcambe in Culbone parish. (10) Exton, 
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Roberto Molendinario [Miller] de Waskham 

Willelmo iilio Radulii de Havekrig^^ 

Gilberto de Estkote* de Porloke 

Thoma Kynewy de eadem 

Thoma Bullet de Douery' 

Willelmo le Lung de Mileshangre^ 

Reginaldo de Broford* 

Ada de Broford 

Gilberto Helling de Dulvertune 

Hillario de Moncellis. [Mounsey] 

Ricardo de Ludebroc de Dulvertune 

Philippo Orman de Havekerigge^ 

Thoma de la Sele de eadem 

Henrico de Childecote* 

Roberto de Waskham 

Jacobo de Asshe de Wyneford^ 

Willelmo de la Werthe de eadem 

Willelmo le Pund de Havekrigge^ 

Johanne de Foxtwichene^ de eadem 

Roberto de Foxtwichene de eadem 

Johanne filio Henrici de Cokrede 

Henrico de Cokrede 

Ricardo de Selecumbe* 

Ricardo filio Randulfi de Havekerigge^ 

Willelmo le Petit de Huccumbe 

Ada le Bret de Havekerigge^ 

Hamelino de Sutho de Exetune^® 

Warino de Sutho de eadem 

Ada de Sutho de eadem 

Rogero Golde de Dulvertune 

Ada le Albod de eadem 

Nicholao Artur de Sutho 
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pro eodem xij^ 
pro viridi pauper 
pro eodem xij<^ 
pro plegio xij^ 
pro viridi ij* 
pro eodem xij^ 
pro eodem xij*^ 
pro eodem xij<* 
pro viridi xij<* 
pro plegio xij<^ 
pro viridi xij<* 
pro eodem xij<^ 
pro VxridA pauper 
pro eodem pauper 
pro plegio xij^ 
pro eodem xij^* 
pro viridi xij^ 
pro eodem xij<^ 
pro eodem ij* 
pro eodem pauper 
pro eodem ij* 

(i) Exton. (a) Nethercoti in Winsford parish. (3) Hawkridge. (4) Ashway in Dulverton parish. 

(5) LucoU in Stoke Pero parish. (6) Buckethole in Luccombe parish. (7) HiUway in Withypool parish. 

(8) Wuk, or Wukficld, in Exton parish. (9) Oarc. (10) Blaekland in Withypool parish. 
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Willelmo de Sutho 
Ricardo Raweshine de Exetune^ 
Hamelino Kent de Netherhuttune* 
Nicholao Coppinghod de Exetune^ 
Hamelino de Bulewerthe de Exetune 
Rogero filio Randulfi de Havekrigge^ 
Willelmo le Provost de Dulvertune 
Roberto de Ashweye* Erceneske 
Rogero le Carpenter de Leycote* 
Johanne le King de Buggedehole* 
Willelmo le Combere de Dulvertune 
Henrico le King de Exetune^ 
Ricardo de la Hele de Havekerigge' 
Willelmo Corun de Dulvertune *^ 
Ricardo Crede de eadem 
Roberto le Fulur de eadem 
Rogero de la Hyldeweye^ de Wydepole 
Willelmo Crok de Wyke® in Exetune 
Galfrido de la Berwe de Ar* 
Waltero Cumin de Holte 
Willelmo de la Blakelaunde^o 



Placita Venacionis Foreste de Exemore. 

Presentatum est per forestarios ; et per 
PhiUppum de Luccumbe, et Ricardum de 
Bradeleghe, viridarios foreste de Exemore ; 
et convictum : quod Simon Molendinarius 
qui manet apud Dulvertune in Comitatu 
Devon; [sic] Radulfus Bulbe de Horiche- 
ford, Johannes filius Willelmi de Reygny de 
la Hele ; ceperunt in predicta foresta die 
Sancti Georgii anno xliij^ [1259] unum 
cervum, sine waranto, et partem inde aspor- 
taverunt ad domum predicti Willelmi de 
Reygny apud la Hele ; qui eos cum vena- 



Pleas of Venison of Exmoor Forest. 

It is presented by the foresters ; and by 
Philip de Luccumbe, and Richard de Brad- 
ley, verderers of Exmoor Forest ; and 
proved : that Simon Miller, who lives at 
Dulverton in the county of Devon ; \sic\ 
Ralph Bulbe of Horicheford, John, son of 
William de Reygny of la Hele ; caught in 
the aforesaid forest, on St. George's Day, 
year 43 [1259] ; one stag, without warrant, 
and carried away a part thence to the house 
of the aforesaid William de Reygny at la 
Hele : who knowingly harboured them with 
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cione ilia scienter receptavit. Et non vene- 
runt, ideo mandatum est vicecomiti Devon 
quod faciat venire predictum Simon in 
octabis Sancte Trinitatis [1270]. Et pre- 
dictus Radulfus non est inventus, ideo 
exigatur etc — Et preceptum est vicecomiti 
quod faciat venire predictos Willelmum 
et Johannem de die in diem. Et quia idem 
Willelmus alias fuit attachiatus per Rogerum 
de Reygny xij^ Robertum de la Sturte xif^ 
Johannem de Herpforde jr* Stephanum de 
Bitelescumbe ij^ Eliam de la Cumbe in Dul- 
vertune xij^ Ricardum de Havekewylle xij^ 
Johannem Glosse de la Bury xij^ Robertum 
Spacy de Briggeforde pauper^ Ricardum de 
Picotestune xij^ et Ricardum de Grolewylle 
de Hernstrigge ij^ non habuerunt eum 
primo die, ideo ipsi in misericordia. Et 
quia villate de Havekerigge alibi Wyneforde 
di marcy Wydepole alibi ^t Almundeswerthy 
pauper non venerunt plenarie etc — ideo in 
misericordia. Postea venit predictus Willel- 
mus de Reygny et detentus est in prisona. 
Et predictus Johannes de Reygny venit et 
detentus est in prisona. Et predictus 
Willelmus de Reygny finivit pro se et Jo- 
hanne filio suo per x marcas plegii Rogerus 
de Reygny de Dulvertone Henricus de Ash- 
weye Johannes filius Thome de Reygjny et 
Johannes de Holne. 

Presentatum est per eosdem etc.— quod 
Galfridus de Buttewerthe de North Moltune 
in Comitatu Devon invenit apud Huntene- 
pathe infra predictam forestam quendam 
cervum mortuum qui bersatus fuit per quon- 
dam malefactores quorum nomina non pot- 
erant inquiri quem cepit et asportavit usque 
ad domum suam apud North Moltune. Et 
non venit nee fuit attachiatus. Ideo man- 



that venison. And they have not come, 
therefore the sheriff of Devon, is ordered to 
cause the aforesaid Simon to come, in the 
octaves of Holy Trinity [1270]. And the 
aforesaid Ralph has not been found, there- 
fore let a writ of exigent be issued etc. And 
the sheriff is ordered to cause the aforesaid 
William and John to come from day to day. 
And because the same William was attached 
at another time, by Roger de Reygny 12^ 
Robert de la Sterte \2^ John de Herpford 
2^ Stephen de Bitelescumbe 2< Elias de la 
Cumbe in Dulverton \2^ Richard de Hawk- 
well 12*' John Gloss of la Bury 12^ Robert 
Spacy of Briggeford poor^ Richard de 
Picotestune 12^ and Richard de Golewill of 
Hernstrigge 2< who did not have him the 
first day, therefore these [are] in mercy. 
And because the townships of Hawkridge 
elsewhere^ Winsford half-a-mark^ Withypool 
elsewhere^ and Almsworthy poor^ did not 
come in full, etc., therefore [they are] in 
mercy. Afterwards, came the aforesaid 
William de Reygny, and was kept in prison. 
And the aforesaid John de Reygny came, 
and was kept in prison. And the aforesaid 
William de Reygny, for himself, and John 
his son, paid a fine of 10 marks ; pledges 
Roger de Reygny of Dulverton, Henry de 
Ashway, John son of Thomas de Reygjny, 
and John de Holne. 

It is presented by the same, etc — that 
Geoffrey de Butteworthe of North Molton, 
in the County of Devon, found at Hunting- 
path, within the aforesaid forest, a certain 
dead stag, who had been hunted by certain 
wrongdoers, whose names could not be dis- 
covered. This stag he took, and carried 
away to his own house at North Molton. 
And he has not come nor was he attached. 
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datum est vicecomiti Devon quod faciat 
eum venire in octabis Sancte Trinitatis 
[1270]. 

Presentatum est etc. — quod Hugo de 
Luccumbe est malefactor de venacione 
Domini Regis in predicta foresta qui venit 
et detentus est in prisona. Et idem Hugo 
fuit attachiatus alias per Ricardum de Clude- 
sham ij^ Ricardum de Linche alibi Rober- 
tum de la Fosse de Lokeberge alibi Rober- 
tum de Bikecumbe ij^ Walterum de la 
Fenne xij^ Ricardum iilium Hamilini de Est- 
linche pauper Adam Sparke de Douery 
xif' Ricardum de la Hamme xij^ Robertum 
Knavewinche/a«/^et Willelmum de Sand- 
hulle iiij^ qui non habuerunt eum primo die 
ideo in misericordie. Et predictus Hugo 
finivit per xx^ plegii Johannes de Holne et 
Galfridys le Tort. 

Presentatum est etc — quod Henricus Poy- 
bel est malefactor de uno fetone cervi quern 
cepit in predicta foresta et asportavit sine 
waranto qui venit et detentus est in prisona. 

Presentatum est etc. — quod Thome de 
Tracy qui mortuus est et homines sui quorum 
nomina ignorantur moverunt unum cervum 
infra libertatem Comitatus Devon in festo 
Translacionis Sancti Thome Martiris anno 
)P [1266] et ipsum fugaverunt usque in 
forestam predictam et ceperunt subtus cop- 
ertum de Havekrigge sine waranto et vena- 
cionem illam asportaverunt usque ad domum 
Henrici de Tracy apud Tavistoke qui eos 
scientur cum eadem venacione receptavit 
Idem Henricus non venit nee fuit attach- 
iatus, ideo mandatum est vicecomiti quod 
faciat eum venire in octabis Sancte Trini- 
tatis [1270]. 



Therefore the sheriff of Devon is ordered to 
cause him to come in the octaves of Holy 
Trinity [1270]. 

It is presented, etc. — that Hugh de Luc- 
cumbe, is a wrongdoer as to the venison of 
the Lord King in the aforesaid forest, who 
came, and was kept in prison. And the 
same Hugh was attached at another time, 
by Richard de Cloutsham 2^ Richard de 
Lynch elsewhere^ Robert de la Fosse of Lux- 
borough elsewhere^ Robert de Biccombe 2< 
Walter de la Fenne 12^ Richard son of 
Hameline of East hynchpoor^ Adam Sparke 
of Doverhay 12^ Richard de la Hamme 12' 
Robert Knavewinche poor^ and William de 
SandhuUe 4^ who did not have him the first 
day, therefore [they are] in mercy. And 
the aforesaid Hugh paid a fine of 20 s&ill- 
iftgs : pledges John de Holne, and Geoffrey 
le Tort- 
It is presented, etc. — that Henry Poybel 
is a wrongdoer, as to one fawn of a stag, 
which he took in the aforesaid forest, and 
carried away without warrant : he came, 
and was kept in prison. 

It is presented, etc. — ^that Thomas de 
Tracy who is dead, and his men whose 
names are unknown ; roused one stag within 
the liberties of the County of Devon, on 
the feast of the Translation of St Thomas 
the Martyr, year 50 [1266]; and chased him 
into the aforesaid forest, and caught him 
within the covert of Hawkridge, without 
warrant, and carried away that venison to 
the house of Henry de Tracy at Tavistock ; 
who knowingly harboured them with the 
same venison. The same Henry has not 
come, nor was he attached ; therefore the 
sheriff is commanded to cause him to come 
in the octaves of Holy Trinity [1270]. 
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Presentatum est eta — quod Thoma le 
Shetere de la Gnitte in Molaunde et Will- 
elmns Wyme de Bremmebrigge in eadem in- 
traverunt predictam forestam vigilia Pasche 
anno Ij [1267] cum arcubus et sagittis causa 
malefaciendi de venacione Domini Regis et 
bersaverunt unam bissam et postmodum fu- 
gaverunt eam usque in boscum de Lange- 
combe extra metas foreste et eam ibidem 
ceperunt et asportaverunt ad domos suas in 
Molaunde et quod ipsi iidem sepius consue- 
verunt intrare predictam forestam causa 
malefaciendi de venacione et receptaban- 
tur in domo Johannis tunc capellani de 
Havekrigge qui malefactis eorum consensiit 
Idem capellanus venit et detentus est in 
prisona. Et alii non venerunt nee fuerunt 
attachiati. Ideo mandatum est vicecomiti 
Devon quod faciat eos venire die Lune 
proxima post octabas Sancte Trinitatis 
[1270]. Et quia villate de Dulvertune alibi 
Ashweye le Erceneske alibi Hurdecumbe 
PriorisdeTauntone;r/^ non venerunt plenarie 
etc. ideo in misericordia. Et pardonatur pre- 
dicto Johanni capellano pro anima Regis. 



Presentatum est etc. — quod Willelmus de 
Reyg^y de la Hele Johannes filius ejus et 
plures alii quorum nomina ignorantur intra- 
verunt predictam forestam di Mercurii in 
ebdomada Pentecostes anno l^j [1267] cum 
arcubus et sagittis ad malefaciendum de 
venacione Domini Regis et bersaverunt 
unam bissam in bosco de Dulvertune et 
eam ceperunt et asportaverunt sine waranto. 
Et non venerunt nee fuerunt attachiatus. 
Ideo preceptum est vicecomiti quod distrin- 
gat Johannam de Reygny ad cujus domum 



It is presented) etc. — ^that Thomas le She- 
tere of la Grutte in MoUand, and William 
Wyme of Bremley in the same place ; 
entered the aforesaid forest on Blaster Eve, 
year 51 [1267] with bows and arrows, with 
the intent of wrongdoing as to the venison 
of the Lord King : and hunted one hind, 
and afterwards chased her into the wood 
of Longcombe, without the forest bounds, 
and there caught her, and carried her away 
to their houses in MoUand ; and the same 
men were accustomed often to enter the 
aforesaid forest with the intent of wrongful 
hunting, and were harboured in the house of 
John, then chaplain of Hawkridge, who con- 
sented to their evil deeds. The same chap- 
lain came, and was kept in prison. And the 
others did not come, nor were they attached. 
Therefore the sheriff of Devon is ordered 
to cause them to come, on Monday next, 
after the octaves of Holy Trinity [1270], 
And because the townships of Dulverton 
elsewhere^ Ashway le Erceneske elsewhere^ 
Hurdecumbe Prior of Taunton 40*^, did not 
come in full, etc., therefore [they are] in 
mercy. And the aforesaid John the chap- 
lain, is pardoned for the sake of the King's 
soul. 

It is presented, etc. — that William de 
Reygny of la Hele, John his son, and several 
others whose names are not known ; entered 
the aforesaid forest on Wednesday in Whit- 
sun week, year 51 [1267] with bows and 
arrows, with the intent of wrongdoing as to 
the venison of the Lord King ; and hunted 
one hind in the wood of Dulverton, and 
caught, and carried her away without 
warrant And they have not come, nor 
were they attached. Therefore the sheriff 
is ordered to distrain Joan de Reygny, 
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predict! Johannes et Willelmus conversantur 
ad habendum ipsos recto de die in diem. 
Postea venit 

Presentatum est etc. — quod Johannes 
Scrutenger de Cludesham cepit in predicta 
foresta die Mercurii in ebdomada Pente- 
costes anno l^j [1267] unam bissam sine 
waranto et eam asportavit ad domum 
Egeline de Cludesham que mortuus est. 
Predictus Johannes venit et detentus in 
prisona et finivit per xl' ; plegii Johannes 
de Holne et Adam le Bonde de Ar. 

Presentatum est etc. — quod Ricardus le 
Olde de Furshulle cepit in predicta foresta 
in mense vetito anno predicto [1267] unum 
fetonem bisse sine waranto et eum asportavit 
ad domum suam apud Furshulle in Comitatu 
Devon. Et non venit nee fuit attachiatus 
ideo mandatum est vicecomiti Devon quod 
faciat eum venire die Lune proxima post 
octabas Sancte Trinitatis [1270]. 

Presentatum est etc. — quod cum quidam 
feto bisse exisset forestam predictam die 
Sabbati proxima ante festum Sancti Mathei 
Apostoli anno xlviij® [1264] venerunt Hen- 
ricus Bonefaz de Bosintune, Ricardus Apso- 
lon de eadem, Thoma filius Henrici de eadem, 
et ceperunt dictum fetonem qui venerunt et 
quia convictum est quod ceperunt fetonem 
ilium extra metas foreste et eum aspor- 
taverunt ad domos suas in villa de Bosin- 
tune que est infra forestam transeuntes cum 
eodem fetone per forestam ideo commit- 
tuntur prisone et educti finem fecerunt per 
x» ; plegii Walterus de Af et Adam le 
Bonde de eadem. 



[Membrane 10]. Presentatum est per 



whose house the aforesaid William and John 
frequent, in order to have them rightly from 
day to day. — Afterwards [she] came. 

It is presented, etc. — ^that John Scrutenger 
of Cloutsham, took in the aforesaid forest 
on Wednesday in Whitsun-week, year 5 1 
[1267] one hind without warrant, and carried 
her away to the house of Egeline de Clout- 
sham, who is dead. The aforesaid John, 
came, and was kept in prison, and paid a 
fine of 40* ; pledges John de Holne, and 
Adam le Bond, of Oare. 

It is presented etc. — ^that Richard le Olde 
of Furzehill, took in the aforesaid forest, in 
the fence month, year aforesaid [1267] ; one 
fawn of a hind, without warrant, and carried 
her away to his house at Furzehill, in the 
County of Devon. And he has not come, 
nor was he attached, therefore the sheriff of 
Devon is ordered to cause him to come, on 
Monday next after the octaves of Holy 
Trinity [1270]. 

It is presented, etc. — ^that when a certain 
fawn of a hind, had gone out of the afore- 
said forest, on Saturday next before the 
feast of St. Matthew the Apostle, year 48 
[1264] ; Henry Bonefaz of Bossington, Ric- 
hard Apsolon of the same place, Thomas 
son of Henry of the same place, came and 
caught the said fawn. They have not come, 
and because it is proved that they took that 
fawn without the forest bounds, and carried 
him away to their houses in the village of 
Bossington which is within the forest : going 
through the forest with the same fawn : 
therefore they are committed to prison, and 
being led out paid a fine of 10* ; pledges 
Walter of Oare, and Adam le Bond of the 
same place. 

[Membrane 10]. It is presented by the 
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eosdem et convictum etc. — quod Johannes 
filius Wellelmi de Rcygny de la Hele et 
Ricardus Cuotte de Dulvertune ceperunt in 
predicta foresta die Sabbati proxima ante 
Natale Domini anno xljx^ [1264] unam 
bissam sine waranto. Et receptati fuerunt 
ad domum Willelmi de Reygny cum eadem 
venacione. Et non venerunt nee fuerunt 
attachiati. Et predictus Ricardus non est 
inventus, ideo exigatur etc. de predictus 
Willelmo et Johanne superius. 

Presentatum est etc.— quod Simon le 
Moner de Brauntone in Comitatu Devon est 
consuetus malefactor de venacione Domini 
Regis in predicta foresta de eo superius 
mandatum est vicecomiti Devon. 

Presentatum est etc — quod Ricardus de 
Dumesleye de Anesteye, Willelmus de 
Ruckebere de Cridilaunde cum pluribus aliis 
malefactoribus de quorum nominibus in- 
quirendum intraverunt predictam forestam 
die Beate Marie Magdalene anno liij<> [1269] 
cum arcubus et sagittis causa malefaciendi 
ad venacione Domini Regis, et ibidem mora- 
bantur per tres dies continue sequentes. Et 
non venerunt nee fuerunt attachiati ideo 
mandatum est vicecomiti Devon quod faciat 
eos venire in octabis Sancte Trinitatis 
[i 270]. Et quia predict! malefactores fuerunt 
ibidem per tantum tempus et Willelmus de 
Plesset forestarius de feodo nee cepit eos 
nee exclamavit nee forestarii sui ideo ad 
judicium de eo et de forestariis suis. 



Presentatum est etc.-— quod Johannes 
Scrutenger de Cludesham bersavit unam 
bissam in predicta foresta circiter festum 



same and proved, etc. — ^that John, son 
of William de Reygny of la Hele, and 
Richard Cuotte of Dulverton, caught in the 
aforesaid forest, on the Saturday next before 
Christmas, year 49 [1264] ; one hind, with- 
out warrant. And they were harboured with 
the same venison, at the house of William 
de Reygny. And they have not come, nor 
were they attached. And the aforesaid 
Richard was not found, therefore let a writ 
of exigent be issued as to the aforesaid 
William and John above. 

It is presented, etc., that Simon le Moner 
of Braunton in the County of Devon, is an 
habitual wrongdoer as to the venison of the 
Lord King in the aforesaid forest: about 
him an order has been given above to the 
sheriff of Devon. 

It is presented, etc. — that Richard de 
Dumesleye of Anstey, William de Rucke- 
bere of Cridiland, with several other wrong- 
doers whose names are to be found out; 
entered the aforesaid forest on St. Mary 
Magdalene's day, year 53 [1269], with bows 
and arrow with the intent of wrongdoing as 
to the venison of the Lord King; and re- 
mained there for three days consecutively. 
And they have not come, and were not 
attached ; therefore the sheriff of Devon is 
ordered to cause them to come in the 
octaves of Holy Trinity [1270]. And be- 
cause the aforesaid wrongdoers were in the 
same place for so long, and William de 
Plesset forester of the fee, neither took them, 
nor raised a cry, nor his foresters ; there- 
fore it is to be judged about him, and his 
foresters. 

It is presented, etc. — ^that John Scrutenger 
of Cloutsham, hunted one hind, in the afore- 
said forest, about the feast of the Purifica- 
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Puiificacionis Beate Marie anno liiij<> [1270] 
que inventa fuit mortua in eadem foresta 
per Walterum le Clerc filium Mathei persone 
ecclesie de Ar et Johannem Elyot servien- 
tem ejusdem persone qui ceperunt earn et 
asportaverunt ad domum ejusdem persone 
apud Ar qui eos scienter cum eadem vena- 
cione receptavit. Et venit et super hoc con- 
victus detentus est in prisona. Et manucepit 
habere predictos malefactores qui sunt de 
manupastu suo die Sabbati proxima post 
festum Sancte Trinitatis [1270]. Postea 
venerunt predicti Waltenis et Johannes 
Elyot et detenti sunt in prisona. Et pre- 
dictus Matheus finivit pro se et manupastis 
suis per xx* plegii Adam le Bonde de Ar et 
Walterus de Ar. 

Presentatum est etc. — quod Ricardus 
Beaumund de Comitatu Devon Molyns 
venator ejus Vigerus filius Fulconis Cley- 
hangre et Beyvinus le Taillur homines et 
manupasti predicti Ricardi ceperunt in 
predicta [foresta] anno xliiijo [1259-60] 
plures cervos et bissas sine waranto. Et 
non venerunt nee fuerunt attachiati ideo 
mandatum est vicecomiti Devon quod faciat 
eos venire apud Wiltune die Dominica 
proxima ante Nativitatem Sancti Johannis 
Baptiste [1270]. 



tion of the Blessed Mary, year 54 [1270] ; 
which hind was found dead in the same 
forest, by Walter le Clerk, son of Matthew, 
parson of the church of Oare ; and John 
Elyot, servant of the same parson; who 
took her, and carried her away to the house 
of the same parson at Oare, who knowingly 
harboured them with the same venison. And 
he came, and being convicted of this, was 
kept in prison. And he undertook to have 
the aforesaid wrongdoers, who are of his 
household, on Saturday next after Holy 
Trinity [1270]. Afterwards came the afore- 
said Walter, and John Elyot ; and were 
kept in prison. And the aforesaid Matthew, 
for himself and his servants, paid a fine of 
20^ ; pledges Adam le Bonde of Oare, and 
Walter of Oare. 

It is presented, etc. — that Richard Beau- 
mont of the County of Devon, Molyns his 
hunter, Viger son of Fulk Clayhanger, and 
Brevis le Taillur ; men and servants of the 
aforesaid Richard ; caught in the aforesaid 
[forest] year 44 [1259-60] several stags and 
hinds, without warrant. And they have not 
come, nor were they attached ; therefore the 
sherifT of Devon is ordered to cause them 
to come at Williton, on Sunday next before 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist [1270]. 



Regardum de Exemore. 

Regardum presentatum per Willelmum de 
Munceaus Johannem de Holne Stephanum 
de Bitelescumbe Walterum de Cluttewerthy 
Robertum de Brattune Walterum de la 
Fenne Simonem de Craucumbe Willelmum 
de la Roche Galfridum le Tort Rogerum de 
Reygny Ricardum de Cludesham et Rober- 



Regard of Exmoor. 

Regard presented by William de Mun- 
ceaus, John de Holne, Stephen de Biteles- 
cumbe, Walter de Clatworthy, Robert de 
Bratton, Walter de la Fenne. Simon de 
Crowcombe, William de la Roche, Geoffrey 
le Tort, Roger de Reygny, Richard de 
Cloutsham, and Robert de la Sturte, regar- 
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turn de la Sturte regardatores foreste de 
Exemore qui dicunt quod Hugo le Fowel 
de la Lungacre Henricus le Fowel de eadem 
et Adam de la Bere de eadem tenent unam 
acram prati de dominico Domini Regis apud 
la Lungacre que valet per annum xij^ Et sic 
respondebunt de xiiij^ de excitibus ejusdem 
prati per xiiij^ annos. Et preceptum est 
Willelmo de Plesset capitali forestario quod 
capiat predictum pratum in manu Domini 
Regis et custodiat ita quod possit de cetero 
respondere de exitibus. 

Hugo le Fowel tenet ibidem unam acram 
de eodem dominico que jacet frisca. 

Adam Grey de la Nywelonde xij^ Hame- 
linus Brungere de Blakelaunde xij^ Herber- 
tus de la Hylle in Almundeswerthe xij^ 
Henricus de la Foxtwychene xij^ Robertus 
Russel de Widepool xij^ Walterus Godefray 
de la Nywelonde xij^ fecerunt de novo tur- 
barias in dominico Domini Regis sine 
waranto ideo in misericordia. 

De Johanne le Blund de la Nywelaunde 
xij^ quia fecit turbarias de novo in dominico 
Domini Regis. 

Boscus Henrici de Ashweye apud Ash- 
weye vastatur de novo per eundum ideo in 
misericordia. Boscus capiatur et remaneat. 

De Rogero de Reygny pro veteri vasto 
bosci sui de Pucford di marc 

De Hillario de Munceaus pro veteri vasto 
bosci sui de Ashweye di marc, 

De Waltero de Sydeham pro veteri vasto 
bosci sui de Sydeham di marc, 

De Jacobo persona ecclesie de Have- 
krigge pro veteri vasto bosci sui de Mus- 
hulle di marc. 



ders of Exmoor forest : who say that Hugh 
de Fowel of la Longacre [Landacre], Henry 
le Fowel of the same place, and Adam de 
la Bere of the same place ; hold of the 
demesne of the Lord King at Landacre, 
one acre of meadow worth yearly I2<' And 
so they will answer for 14* of the issues of 
the same meadow for 14 years. And 
William de Plesset, chief forester, is ordered 
to take the aforesaid meadow into the hand 
of the Lord King, and take charge of it, so 
that in future he shall be able to answer for 
the issues. 

Hugh le Fowel, holds in the same place 
one acre of the same demesne, which lies 
uncultivated. 

Adam Grey of la Nyweland 12*' Hameline 
Brungere of Blackland I2<' Herbert de la 
Hylle in Almsworthy I2<' Henry de la 
Foxtwichen 12^' Robert Russel of Withy- 
pool 12*' Walter Godfrey of la Nyweland 
I2<' ; made turbaries, newly, in the demesne 
of the Lord King, without warrant, therefore 
[they are] in mercy. 

From John le Blund of la Nyweland I2<' 
because he made turbaries, newly, in the 
demesne of the Lord King. 

The wood of Henry de Ashway, at Ash- 
way, is wasted newly by the same Henry ; 
therefore [he is] in mercy. Let the wood be 
taken and remain [so]. 

From Roger de Reygny, for old waste of 
his wood at Puckford half a mark. 

From Hillary de Munceaus for old waste 
of his wood at Ashway half a mark. 

From Walter de Sydenham for old waste 
of his wood at Sydenham half a mark. 

From James, parson of the church at 
Hawkridge for old waste of his wood at 
Mushill half a mark. 
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Treasury of Receipt. Forest Rolls ^ Somerset, Box 153. No. 15. 



A.D. 1333. 

INQUISICIO facta apud Lamport coram 
Johanne de Londham tenente locum etc [t>. 
Domini Roberti de Ufford Custodis foreste 
Domini Regis citra Trentam] die Jovis 
supradicto anno supradicto \i,e. die Jovis 
proxima ante festum Sanctarum Perpetue 
et Felicitatis Virginum anno regni Regis 
Edwardi tercii a conquestu septimo] de statu 
foreste de Exemor et de transgressionibus 
in eadem factis ; per Matheum Peche Custo- 
dem foreste predicte. Et per Radulfum 
Slade Forestarium peditem in eadem foresta. 
Et per Johannem Lodehywyssh Viridarium 
in foresta predicta. Et per Willelmum de 
Pauleshel Willelmum de Loccombe Galfri- 
dum de Avele Johannem de Holte Johannem 
Wyard Johannem Purham et Walterum de 
Whaddene R^ardatores foreste predicte. 
Et per Thomam atte Apse Reginaldum 
de Rydone Robertum Moryce Willelmum 
Kytenore Hugonem atte Burgh Thomam 
Lotoger Willelmum Grey Johannem Ram- 
eres Robertum Golde Johannem de Cape- 
londe Willelmum de Mony et Thomam le 
Olde duodecim liberos etc. 

Qui omnes predicti jurati dicunt super 
sacramentum suum quod anno regni Regis 
Edwardi filii Regis Edwardi nono Henricus 
de Or venit in forestam predictam in mense 
vetito et in eadem bersavit duos cervos et 
venacionem inde pro voluntate sua aspor- 
tavit. 



A.D. 1333. 

Inquisition held at Langport, before John 
de Londham, deputy, etc. \ije, of Sir Robert 
de Ufford, Keeper of the king's forests on 
this side of the Trent], on Thursday afore- 
said, in the year aforesaid \ije, on Thursday 
next before the feast of Saints Perpetue and 
Felicitas, Virgins, in the seventh year of the 
reign of King Edward the third], concern- 
ing the state of Exmoor forest, and trespasses 
therein, by Mathew Peche, Keeper of the 
aforesaid forest And by Ralph Slade, 
Forester on foot, in the same forest And 
by John de Lodehywyssh, Verderer in the 
aforesaid forest. And by William de 
Pauleshel, William de Luccombe, Geoffrey 
de Avele, John de Holte, John Wyard, 
John Purham, and Walter de Whaddene, 
Regarders of the aforesaid forest. And 
by Thomas atte Apse, Reginald de Ry- 
done, Robert Moryce, William Kytenore, 
Hugh atte Burgh, Thomas Lotoger, William 
Grey, John Rameres, Robert Golde, John de 
Capelonde, William de Mony and Thomas 
le Olde, twelve free, etc. 

All the aforesaid being sworn, say on their 
oath : that in the ninth year of the reign of 
King Edward, son of King Edward, Henry 
de Oare came into the aforesaid forest, in 
fence month, and there hunted two stags, 
and carried away the venison for his own 
purpose. 
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Et quod Ricardus le Webbe Rogerus 
Brown et Ricardus Skitt de Moltone ven- 
erunt in forestam predictam et in eadem 
combusserunt super montes ejusdem foreste 
brueram mille acrarum per estimacionem ad 
dampnum Domini Regis et nocumentum 
ferarum suarum. 

Et quod Willelmus Cabbel Rector Ec- 
clesie de Or venit in bosco Domini de Or 
qui est infra forestam predictam et in eodem 
prostravit de blettronibus quas cariavit pro 
voluntate sua. 

Et quod Willelmus filius Roberti de 
Legh de Cornnbia cepit in foresta predicta 
unum brokettum cervi et unam bissam et 
venacionem inde pro voluntate sua aspor- 
tavit 

In cujus rei testimonium etc. 



And that Richard le Webbe, Roger 
Brown, and Richard Skitt, of Molton, came 
into the aforesaid -forest, and there burnt 
the heath on the hills of the forest, by es- 
timation a thousand acres, to the damage of 
the Lord King, and to the injury of his 
deer. 

And that William Cabbel, Rector of the 
Church of Oare, came into the wood of the 
Lord of Oare, which is within the aforesaid 
forest, and there felled [oak] saplings, which 
he carried for his own purpose. 

And that William, son of Robert de 
Legh, of Cornwall, took in the aforesaid 
forest, one brocket stag [2 years old], and 
one hind, and carried away the venison for 
his own purpose. 

In witness of which, etc. 
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Treasury of Receipt Forest Rolls ^ Somerset, Box 153. No. 36. 



A.D. 1335, March. 

INQUISICIO facta apud Lamport coram 
Johanne de Londham tenente locum Domini 
Roberti de UfTord Custodis foreste Domini 
Regis citra Trentam die Martis proxima post 
festum Sancti Edwardi Regis et Martiris 
anno regni Regis Edwardi tercii a conquestu 
nono de statu foreste de Exemore et de 
transgressionibus in eadem foresta factis per 
Mattheum Pecche Custodem foreste predicte. 
Et per Robertum le Knyght et Adam le 



A.i>. 133s, March. 

Inquisition held at Langport, before John 
de Londham, deputy of Sir Robert de 
UfTord, Keeper of the King's forests on this 
side of the Trent : on Tuesday next after 
the feast of St. Edward, King and Martyr, in 
the ninth year of the reign of King Edward 
the third : concerning the state of Exmoor 
forest and trespasses therein ; by Matthew 
Pecche, Keeper of the aforesaid forest And 
by Robert le Knyght and Adam le Forester, 
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Forester, Forestarios pedites in eadem 
foresta. Et per Simonem de Roche, Virid- 
arium ejusdem foreste. Et per Walterum 
de Whaddone Galfridum de Auele Robertum 
Passe Radulfum le Veel Robertum de 
Assheford et Thomam Comyn, Regardatores 
foreste predicte. Et per Willelmum K3^e- 
nore Robertum le Bere Johannen de Swete- 
hegh Thomam Comyn Robertum de Pauely 

Petrum ton Gilbertum de Husbere 

Robertum de Burton Johannem le Kyng in 
the Come Johannem Batyn Johannem 

W3^her et Jordanum duodecim bonos 

et liberos homines juratos et super sacra- 
mentum suum oneratos. 

Qui dicuilt super sacramentum suum 
quod Abbas de . . . . dominus de Dunsterre, 
Galfridus de Lokcombe, Johannes de Brak- 
ton, Hugo de Courtenay dominus de Wotton, 
Robertus , dominus de Purlok, dom- 
inus de Or, Robertus Beauple, Abbas de 
Forde, Johannes de Penres, Lucia de Raleg, 
. . . de Seynt Aubyn, dominus de Parrecombe, 
dominus de Gratton, dominus de Whitefield, 

dominus de Hegebregh, dominus de , 

dominus de Lyn, dominus de Multone, dom- 
inus de MoUonde, dominus de la Chapele, 

dominus de Chaunpeston, et dominus 

Crues, qui omnes sunt de Comitatu Devonie 
et dominus de Assheweye-Ercevesque, dom- 
inus de Assheweye, de Wyveford, 

dominus de Extone, dominus de Exeford, 
dominus de Almundesworthy et dominus de 

L de Comitatu Somersetie et homines 

et tenentes eorum intrant forestam predic- 

tam cum averiis suis et in eadem 

herbag^um ferarum Domini Regis quo war- 
ranto ignoratur. 

In cujus rei etc. 



Foresters on foot in the same forest. And 
by Simon de Roche, Verderer of the forest. 
And by Walter de Whaddon, Geoffrey de 
Avele, Robert Passe, Ralph le Veel, Robert 
de Ashford, and Thomas Comyn, Regarders 
of the said forest. And by William Kyte- 
nore, Robert le Bere, John de Swctehegh, 
Thomas Comyn, Robert de Pauely, Peter 

ton, Gilbert de Husbere, Robert de 

Burton, John King in the Combe, John 

Batyn, John Wyther, and Jordan 

twelve good and free men, sworn and 
charged on their oath. 



They say on their oath, that the Abbot of 
. . . . , the lord of Dunster, Geoffrey de 
Luccombe, John de Bracton, Hugh de 

Courtenay lord of Wotton, Robert 

lord of Porlock, the lord of Oare, Robert 
Beauple, the Abbot of Ford, John de Penres, 
Lucy de Ral^, .... de St. Aubyn, the lord 
of Parracombe, the lord of Gratton, the 
lord of Whitefield, the lord of Hegebregh, 

the lord of the lord of Lyn, the lord 

of Molton, the lord of Molland, the lord of 
la Chapele, the lord of Chaunpeston, and 

the lord of Crews, who are all of the 

county of Devon ; and the lord of Ashway- 
Ercevesque, the lord of Ashway [the lord] 
of Winsford, the lord of Exton, the lord of 
Exford, the lord of Almsworthy, and the 

lord of L of the County of Somerset, 

and their men, and tenants, enter the afore- 
said forest with their cattle, and there 

herbage of the King's deer, by 

what warrant is not known. 

In [witness] of which etc. 
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PLEAS OF EXMOOR FOREST, 



Treasury of Receipt. Forest Rolls ^ Somerset Box 153. No, 17. 



July 35TH, 1338. 

Inquisicio facta apud Taunton die Sabbati 
in festo Sancti Jacobi Apostoli anno regni 
Regis Edward! tercii post conquestum duo- 
decimo ; coram Rogero de Banent et Johanne 
de Macclesfeld tenentibus locum Domini 
Bartholomei de Burghersh Custodis etc. [f>. 
foreste Domini Regis et eciam Domine 
Philippe Regine Anglie citra Trentam] de 
statu foreste de Exemor et de trangression- 
ibus etc. videlicet per Matheum Pecchee 
Custodem foreste predicte. Et per Adam 
le Forster et Robertum le Knyght Forest- 
arios pedites in eadem foresta. Et per 
Walterum Olyver Viridarium electum pro 
dieta. Et per Willelmum de Lockoumbe 
Simonem le Roche Galfridum de Aveleye 
Johannem de Holt Johannem Wyard et 
Walterum de Wetydon Regardatores foreste 
predicte. Et per Willelmum de Kidenore 
Radulfum Suyfomore Willelmum Spark 
Willelmum le Lockierd Stephanum Knape- 
lok et Ricardum atte Rixene Regardatores 
electos pro dieta. Et per Willelmum Sil- 
vestre Ricardum Thomelyn Johannem de 
Stouford Thomam le Vynour Jordanum 
Otham Walterum atte More Robertum atte 
Huyrne Willelmum Angevyne Hugonem 
atte Ok Johannem Rodikbare Willelmum 
Hudde et Johannem de Olleford duodecim 



July 25th, 1338. 

Inquisition held at Taunton, on Saturday, 
the feast of St. James the Apostle, in the 
twelfth year of the reign of King Edward 
the third after the Conquest : before Roger 
de Banent and John de Macclesfeld, depu- 
ties of Sir Bartholomew de Burghersh, 
Keeper, etc. [^>. of the forest of the Lord 
King, and also of the Lady Philippa, Queen 
of England, on this side of Trent], concern- 
ing the state of Exmoor forest and trespasses 
therein : namely [held] by Matthew Pecchee, 
Keeper of the aforesaid forest. And by 
Adam le Forster and Robert le Knyght, 
Foresters on foot in the same forest. And 
by Walter Oliver, Verderer chosen for the 
day. And by William de Luccombe, Simon 
le Roche, Geoffrey de Aveleye, John de Holt, 
John Wyard, and Walter de Wetydon, 
Regarders of the aforesaid forest. And by 
William de Kidenore, Ralph Suyfomore, 
William Spark, William le Lokierd, Stephen 
Knaplock, and Richard atte Rixene, Regar- 
ders chosen for the day. And by William 
Silvester, Richard Thomlyn, John de Stou- 
ford, Thomas le Vynour, Jordan Otham, 
Walter atte More, Robert atte Huyrne, 
William Angevine, Hugh atte Ok, John 
Rodikbare, William Hudde, and John de 
Olleford ; twelve good and free men joined 
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bonos et liberos homines eis adjunctos juratos 
et super sacramentum suum oneratos. 

Qui omnes predicti jurati etc. — quod anno 
regni Regis Eldwardi tercii a conqueslu xij<^ 
[1338] Henricus de Or intravit forestam pre- 
dictam in mense vetito et super Langhoc- 
coumbe infra eadem forestam unum cervum 
bersavit et venacionem inde cepit et pro 
voluntate sua asportavit 

Et quod anno predicti Regis Edwardi 
yP [1336] in quindena proxima post festum 
Nativitatis Sancti Johannis Baptiste, Roger- 
us de Gotecoumbe, invenit unum cervum in 
siligine suo super montem de MoUonde qui 
est extra dictam forestam per duas leucas 
et amplius quern quidem cervum idem 
Rogerus occidit et venacionem inde pro 
voluntate sua asportavit. 

Et quod anno predicti Regis Edwardi 
nono [133s] Willelmus Messor de Gratton 
invenit unum cervum mortuum in foresta 
predicta et dictum cervum cepit et aspor- 
tavit et voluntatem suam inde fecit. 

Et quod Ricardus Ganne de Leucote com- 
bussit moram Prioris de Taunton contiguam 
solo Domini Regis foreste predicte ex cujus 
combustione flamma ignis exiliens in bru- 
eram Domini Regis in eadem foresta com- 
bussit duo centum acras bruere in eadem. 

Et quod Willelmus de Holeweye dominus 
de Ar et tenentes sui de eadem villa fodiunt 
super solum suum de Or in eadem foresta 
turbas pro focali suo quo waranto ignorant. 

In cujus rei etc. 



with them ; sworn and charged on their 
oath. 

All the aforesaid being sworn, etc. [say] 
that in the twelfth year of the reign of King 
Edward the third [1338] Henry de Oare, 
entered the aforesaid forest, in fence month, 
and on Longhoccombe, within the same 
forest, hunted one stag, and took the veni- 
son, and carried it away for his own purpose. 

And that in the loth year of the aforesaid 
King Edward [1336] a fortnight after the 
feast of the Nativity of St John the Bap- 
list : Roger de Gotecoumbe, found one stag 
in his rye on Molland hill^ which is two 
leagues and more outside the said forest : 
which stag the same Roger killed, and 
carried away the venison for his own 
purpose. 

And that in the ninth year of the afore- 
said King Eldward [133S], William Messor 
[Reaper] of Gratton^ found one dead stag in 
the aforesaid forest, and took it, and carried 
it away, and did his will therewith. 

And that Richard Ganne of Lucott, burnt 
the moor of the Prior of Taunton, border- 
ing on the King's soil of the aforesaid 
forest ; and flame of this fire, leaping out 
into the heath of the Lord King in the 
same forest, burnt two hundred acres of 
heath in the same. 

And that William de Holeweye, lord of 
Oare, and his tenants of the same vill ; dig 
on their soil of Oare, in the same forest, 
turves for their fuel ; by what warrant [the 
jurors] do not know. 

In [witness] of which, etc. 
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PLEAS OF EXMOOR FOREST. 

Chapter House Documents, Forest Rolls^ Somerset, Box 3. No. 4. 

A bundle of twenty-eight inquisitions indorsed in a later hand ; ^' Inquisitiones in 
Comitatibus Somerset et Wiltes tempore Edwardi ^tii in forestis de Selwod^ Exmore^ 
Nerechichy Pederton** Of these, five relate to Exmoor ; see plate for slightly reduced 
facsimiles of the originals of Nos. 13 and 16. 



No. 13. [A.D. 1363.] 

INQUISICIO facta apud Welles die Lune in 
festo Sancti Edwardi Regis anno regni Regis 
Edwardi tercii post conquestum xxxvj*° 
coram Petro atte Wode locum tenente cus- 
todis foreste Domini Regis citra Trentam de 
statu Foreste de Exemore in comitatu Som- 
erset per sacramentum Radulfi Perceval 
locum tenentis Ricardi de Actone custodis 
foreste predicte Willelmi Uppyngton Forest- 
ariorum ; Johannis Cloudesham Willelmi 
Everard Viridariorum ; Henrici Forester Jo- 
hannis Stawey Petri de Almadysworth Jo- 
hannis Harlgrove Petri de Foxstwychene 
Henrici atte Fenne Roberti atte Combe 
Walteri Glosse Johannis Bradelegh Tholo- 
mei de Baggcsheye Johannis Crotel et Jo- 
hannis Blakeland Regardatorum ; Egidii de 
Berton Willelmi Blackland Thome Bemlegh 
Petri Hudet Nicholai atte Forde Gilberti 
Stevene Thome Broke Edwardi Foxstwy- 
chene Ade Peris Ricardi Langeston Walteri 
Southelane et Nicholai Fount liberorum 
tenencium infra et extra. 

Qui dicunt quod Johannes Procuratour 
de Northmolketone in Comitatu Devon 
superoneravit forestam Domini Regis ubi 
communam non habet ad nocumentum 



No. 13. [A.D. 1363.] 

Inquisition held at Wells, on Monday, the 
feast of Saint Edward the King, in the 36th 
year of the reign of king Edward the third, 
after the Conquest : before Peter atte Wode, 
deputy keeper of the King's forest on this 
side of the Trent ; concerning the state of 
the Forest of Exmoor, in the county of 
Somerset ; by oath of Ralph Perceval, depu- 
ty of Richard de Actone, keeper of the 
aforesaid forest ; William Uppington, Fores- 
ters : John Cloudesham, William Everard, 
Verderers : Henry Forester, John Stawey, 
Peter de Almadysworth, John Harlgrove, 
Peter de Foxstwychene, Henry atte Fenne, 
Robert atte Combe, Walter Glosse, John 
Bradelegh, [Bar]tholomew de Baggesheye, 
John Crotel, and John Blakeland ; Regar- 
ders : Giles de Berton, William Blackland, 
Thomas Bemlegh, Peter Hudet, Nicholas 
atte Forde, Gilbert Stevene, Thomas Broke, 
Edward Foxtwichen, Ada Peris, Richard 
Langeston, Walter Southlane, and Nicholas 
Fount ; freeholders within and without [the 
forest]. 

Who say, that John Proctor of North 
Molton in the County of Devon, surcharged 
the forest of the Lord King, where he has no 
common, to the injury of the forest of the 
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foreste Domini Regis cum sexaginta biden- 
tibus precium capitis vj^ 

Item dicunt quod Nicholaus Marreys 
cepit unum cervum apud Doverupull die 
Lune proxima post festum Omnium Sanc- 
torum anno dicti Domini Regis xxxiiij*® 
[1360] ad nocumentum foreste. 

In cujus rei testimonium huic inquisicioni 
predicti jurati sigilla sua apposuerunt 

Data die loco et anno supradictis. 
Endorsed Exemor Anno xxxvj** 



Lord King, with sixty sheep ; price per 
head, (fi 

Also they say, that Nicholas Marreys 
took one stag at Doverupull, on Monday 
next after the feast of All Saints, in the 
34th year [of the reign] of the said Lord 
King [1360] to the injury of the forest. 

In witness whereof the aforesaid jurors 
have set their seals. 

Date, day, place and year above said. 
Exmoor — ^year 36th. 



No. 14. [A.D. 1364.] 

Inquisicio facta apud Somerton die Mer- 
curii proxima ante festum Sancti Petri in 
Cathedra anno regni Regis Eldwardi tercii 
post conquestum tricesimo octavo [1364] 
coram Petro atte Wode locum tenente cus- 
todis foreste Domini Regis citra Trentam de 
statu Foreste de Exemor in comitatu Somer- 
set per sacramentum Radulfi Perseval locum 
tenentis Ricardi de Actone custodis foreste 
predicte Willelmi Uppyngton Johannis 
Mewesham forestariorum Johannis Everard 
Johannis Bakeler viridariorum Johannis 
Grotel Henrici de Lynforde Johannis Stow- 
eye Johannis Radyngton Tholomei Bagge- 
heye Radulfi Poulushull Henrici atte Fenne 
Walteri Glosse Roberti atte Combe Johannis 
Bradeleye Johannis Haselgrove regardato- 
rum Galfridi Hyndham Johannis Uppecote 
Johannis Boweton Edwardi Halham. 

Qui dicunt quod Willelmus Pyn cepit 
unum vitulum cervi in foresta predicta anno 
predicti Domini Regis xxxvjj [1363] die 
Veneris proxima ante festum Sancte Trini- 
tatis. 

Item dicunt quod Robertus Hacche Abbas 
de Athelneye et Henricus frater suus fecerunt 
stabileam in bosco vocato Lefhangre extra 



No. 14. [A.D. 1364.] 
Inquisition held at Somerton, on Wednes- 
day next before the feast of Saint Peter in 
Cathedra^ in the 38th year of the reign of 
King Edward the third after the Conquest 
[1364]: before Peter atte Wode, deputy 
keeper of the Lord King's forest this side of 
the Trent ; concerning the state of Exmoor 
Forest in the county of Somerset : by oath 
of Ralph Perseval, deputy of Richard de 
Actone, keeper of the aforesaid forest ; 
William Uppyngton, John Mewesham, fores- 
ters; John Everard, John Bakeler, verderers; 
John Grotel, Henry de Lynforde, John 
Stoweye, John Radyngton, Tholomew 
Baggeheye, Ralph Poulushull, Henry atte 
Fenne, Walteri Glosse, Robert atte Combe, 
John Braddeleye, John Haselgrove ; regard- 
ers : Geoffrey Hyndham, John Uppecote, 
John Boweton, Edward Halham. 

Who say, that William Pyn took one calf 
stag, in the aforesaid forest, on Friday next 
before the feast of Holy Trinity, in the 37th 
year [of the reign] of the aforesaid Lord 

King [1363]. 

Also, they say, that Robert Hacche, 
Abbot of Athelneye, and Henry his brother 
made a stable [i>. a shelter or resting place] 



L 
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forestam anno predicto die Lune proxima 
post festum Sancti Michaelis [1363]. Et 
ibidem ceperunt unum boviculum servi \sic^ 

Item dicunt quod Robertus Corun miles 
die Martis proxima post festum Sancti Leo- 
nardi anno predicto cepit in bosco vocato 
Bourewode juxta Wynforde extra forestam 
unum cervum cujus pax erat proclamat^iif 
\sic\ et fecit stabileam contra assissam 
foreste. 
Endorsed Exemor anno xxxviij Somerset. 

No. 15. [A.D. 1365.] 

Inquisicio facta apud Somerton die Mer- 
curii proxima post festum Sancti Augustini 
Anglorum Episcopi anno regni Regis Edwar- 
di tercii post conquestum tricesimo nono 
coram Petro atte Wode locum tenente cus- 
todis foreste Domini Regis citra Trentam de 
statu Foreste de Exemor in comitatu Somer- 
set per sacramentum Radulfi Perseval locum 
tenentis Gydonis de Brian custodis foreste 
predicte Johannis Mewesham forestariorum 
Johannis Everard et Johannis Bakeler viri- 
dariorum Johannis de Radyngton Tolomei 
Baggeheygh Radulfi Pouleshull Hugonis 
Sydenham Henrici atte Fenne Nicholai 
Bruchford Petri Almondesworthy Johannis 
Stoweye Henrici Lilleford Walteri Kydenore 
Thome Cartere de Dunstere Walteri Glosse 
regardatorum Johannis Dorchestre Thome 
Netherton Johannis Uppecote Johannis 
Halsgreve Petri Foxtwychene Rogeri Com- 
yn Roberti atte Combe Willelmi Norman 
Willelmi Afhulle Johannis Uppecote Jo- 
hannis Orchard Johannis Holecombe liber- 
orum tenendum infra metas foreste et extra. 

Qui dicunt quod parens Jacobi de Andele 
de North Moltone male includitur ita quod 



in the wood called Lef hangre without the 
forest, on Monday next after the feast of 
Saint Michael year aforesaid [1363], and in 
the same place caught one calf stag. 

Also, they say, that Robert Corun, 
knight, on Tuesday next after the feast of 
St. Leonard, year aforesaid ; took, in the 
wood called Bourewode near Winsford, out- 
side the forest ; one stag whose peace was 
proclaimed, and made a stable contrary to 
the assize of the forest. 

Exmoor, year 38th, Somerset. 

No. 15. [A.D. 1365.] 

Inquisition held at Somerton, on Wednes- 
day next after the feast of Saint Augustin, 
Bishop of England, the 39th year of the 
reign of king Edward the third after the 
Conquest ; before Peter atte Wode, deputy 
keeper of the Lord King's forest this side of 
the Trent ; concerning the state of Exmoor 
Forest, in the county of Somerset ; by oath 
of Ralph Perseval, deputy of Guy de Brian, 
keeper of the aforesaid forest : John Mewe- 
sham, foresters : John Everard and John 
Bakeler, verderers : John de Radyngton, 
Tholomew Baggeheygh, Ralph Pouleshull, 
Hugh Sydenham, Henry atte Fenne, Nicho- 
las Brushford, Peter Almondesworthy, John 
Stoweye, Henry Lilleford, Walter Kydenore, 
Thomas Carter of Dunster, Walter Glosse, 
regarders : John Dorchester, Thomas Neth- 
erton, John Uppcote, John Halsgreve, Peter 
Foxtwychene, Roger Comyn, Robert atte 
Combe, William Norman, William Afhulle, 
John Uppecote, John Orchard, John Hole- 
combe, free-holders within and without the 
metes of the forest. 

Who say that the park of James de 
Andele of North Molton, is badly enclosed. 
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fere Domini Regis intrare possunt ad nocu- 
mentum foreste in Comitatu Devon. 
Endorsed Exemor anno xxxix^ 



No. 1 6. [A.D. 1366.] 

Inquisicio facta apud Welles die Jovis 
proxima post festum Apostolorum Petri et 
Pauli anno regni Regis Edwardi tercii post 
conquestum quadragesimo coram Petro atte 
Wode locum tenente custodis foreste Domini 
Regis citra Trentam de statu Foreste de Exe- 
mor in comitatu Somerset per sacramentum 
Johannis Carren locum tenentis Guidonis de 
Bryayn custodis foreste predicte Johannis 
Mewesham Forestariorum Johannis Everard 
et Johannis Bakelere Viridariorum Johannis 
de Radyngton Tholomei Bageheigh Radulfi 
PauleshuU Hugonis Sydenham Johannis 
Aroundell Nicholai Bruchford Petri Almoun- 
desworthy Johannis Stoweye Henrici Lilli- 
ford Walteri Kydenore Johannis Roche 
Ade Panely Regardatorum Thome Bever- 
legh Willelmi Staunton Petri Hudet Galfridi 
Pryns Walteri Dany Rogeri Huberd Johan- 
nis Cropp Johannis Burton Henrici Truttok 
Johannis Hale Petri Hale et Johannis atte 
Assch liberorum tenendum. 

Qui predict! jurati dicunt quod Robertus 
Corum miles interfecit unum cervum die 
Lune proxima post festum Omnium Sanc- 
torum anno predicti Domini Regis xxxjx'^o 
[1365] in parochia de Dulvertone cujus pax 
proclamattt^ \sic\ fuit secundum assissam 
foreste cum idem Robertus fuit ibidem 
venando ad Vulpes. 

Item — dicunt quod Rogerus Ackelane et 
Walterus Trommere ceperunt et occiderunt 
unum boviculum cervi infra hundredum de 
Wytherugge infra regardum foreste predicte 



so that the deer of the Lord King can enter 
therein, to the injury of the forest in the 
County of Devon. 

Exmoor — year 39. 

No. 16. [A.D. 1366.] 

Inquisition held at Wells, on Thursday 
next after the feast of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul ; in the 40th year of the reign of 
King Edward the third after the conquest : 
before Peter atte Wode, deputy-keeper of 
the forest of the Lord King this side of the 
Trent: concerning the state of Exmoor 
Forest, in the county of Somerset : by oath 
of John Carren, deputy of Guy de Bryayn 
[Brian] keeper of the aforesaid forest : John 
Mewesham, Foresters : John Everard, and 
John Bakelere, Verderers : John de Radyng- 
ton, 'Tholomew Bageheigh, Ralph Paules- 
huU, Hugh Sydenham, John Aroundell, 
Nicholas Bruchford, Peter Almoundes- 
worthy, John Stoweye, Henry Lilleford, 
Walter Kydenore, John Roche, Ade Panely 
Regarders : Thomas Beverlegh, William 
Staunton, Peter Hudet, Geoffery Pryns, 
Walter Dany, Roger Huberd, John Cropp, 
John Burton, Henry Truttok, John Hale, 
Peter Hale, and John atte Ash free-holders. 

The aforesaid being sworn, say that 
Robert Corun knight, on Monday next 
after the feast of All Saints, in the 39th 
year of the aforesaid Lord King [1365], in 
the parish of Dulverton ; killed one stag 
whose peace was proclaimed according to 
the assize of the forest : when the same 
Robert was hunting there for Foxes. 

Also — they say that Roger Acklelane 
and Walter Trommere caught and killed 
one calf stag within the hundred of Wyther- 
ugge within the regard of the aforesaid 
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de Exemor quod quidem Regardum unum 
est et se extendit tarn infra Comitatum 
Somerset quam Devon die Lune proxima 
post festum Omnium Sanctorum anno 
predicti Domini Regis xxxviij^^ [1364]. 

Et dicunt quod omnes ministri foreste 
predicte de Comitatu Somerset omnio licet 
dictum regardum pro parte est in Comitatu 
Devon se intromittunt. 

In cujus rei testimonium predicti jurati 
sigilla sua apposuerunt. 

Data die loco et anno supradictis. 

Endorsed De Exemor anno xl^ in Comi- 
tatu Somerset. 

No. 17. [A.D. 1368.] 

Inquisicio facta apud Somerton die Ven- 
eris proxima post festum Sancti Barnabas 
Apostoli anno regni Regis Edwardi tercii 
post conquestum quadragesimo secundo 
[1368] coram Petro atte Wode locum ten- 
ente Johannis de Foxle custodis foreste 
Domini Regis citra Trentam de statu Foreste 
de Exemor in Comitatu Somerset per sacra- 
mentum Johannis Carren locum tenentis 
Guidonis de Briene custodis foreste predicte 
Johannis Mewesham forestariorym Johannis 
Radyngton et Willelmi Cloutesham viridar- 
iorum Tholomei Baggehey Baldewyni Malet 
Hugonis Sydenham Radulfi PouleshuU Ade 
Panely Johannis Aroundell Johannis Stawey 
Henrici Forester Walteri Kydenore Petri 
Almaynesworth Johannis Dorcestre et Nic- 
holai Brischford regardatorum Robert atte 
Combe Henrici atte Venne Walteri Glosse 
Noremani Halshawe Willelmi Hake Johan- 
nis Huppcote Johannis Bradeleye Willelmi 
Werthe Ade Blakeford Johannis Halsgreue 



forest of Exmoor, which Regard is one \i£ a 
whole] and extends as well within the 
County of Somerset as that of Devon : on 
Monday next after the feast of All Saints, 
in the 38th year of the aforesaid Lord King 

[1364]. 

And they say that all officers of the afore- 
said forest in the County of Somerset, un- 
doubtedly have authority to enter that part 
of the regard which is in the County of 
Devon. 

In witness whereof the aforesaid jurors 
have set their seals. 

Date, day, place and year above said. 

Endorsed — Exmoor in the County of 
Somerset, year 40. 

No. 17. [A.D. 1368]. 

Inquisition held at Somerton, on Friday 
next after the feast of Saint Barnabas the 
Apostle ; in the 42nd year of the reign of 
king Edward the Third after the Conquest 
[1368] : before Peter atte Wode, deputy of 
John de Foxle, keeper of the forest of 
the Lord King this side of the Trent; 
concerning the state of Exmoor Forest in 
the County of Somerset : by oath of John 
Carren, deputy of Guy de Briene, keeper 
of the aforesaid forest: John Mewesham, 
foresters: John Radyngton, and William 
Cloutsham, verderers : 'Tholomew Bagge- 
hey, Baldwin Malet, Hugh Sydenham, 
Ralph PouleshuU, Ade Panely, John Aroun- 
dell, John Stawey, Henry Forester, Walter 
Kydenore, Peter Almaynesworth, John Dor- 
chester, and Nicholas Brischford, regarders : 
Robert atte Combe, Henry atte Venne, 
Walter Glosse, Norman Halshawe, William 
Hake, John Huppcote, John Bradeleye, 
William Worthe, Ade Blakeford, John Hals- 
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Petri Foxtwychene Johannis Uppecote lib- 
erorum tenencium. 

Qui dicunt, quod Jacobus Dandeloe, cepit 
unum cervum infra forestam predictam, die 
Veneris in festo Assumpcionis Beate Marie 
anno predicti Domini Regis xlj<* [1367]. 

Item dicunt quod Johannes Sully miles 
cepit unum stagard et unam bissam die 
Mercurii in septimana Pasche anno predicti 
Domini Regis xlij [1368] in foresta predicta. 

In cujus rei testimonium predicti jurat! 
sigilla sua apposuerunt Data die loco et 
anno supradictis. 

Endorsed — Exemor Anno xlij^<> 



greve, Peter Foxtwychene, John Qppecote, 
freeholders. 

Who say, that James Dandeloe took one 
stag within the aforesaid forest on Friday, 
the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Mary, 41st year of the aforesaid lord king 

[1367]. 

Also, they say, that John Sully, knight; 
took one young stag [4 years old] and one 
hind in the aforesaid forest on Wednesday 
in Easter week, in the 42nd year of [the 
reign of] the aforesaid Lord King [1368]. 

In witness whereof the aforesaid jurors 
have set their seals. 

Date, day, place and year abovesaid. 
Exmoor year 42nd. 



Edward IIFs long reign of fifty-one years ended in 1377, 
and for some considerable time afterwards forest matters seem 
to have claimed but little attention ; though one of the 
illegal methods of raising money adopted by Richard II was 
the alienation of crown lands. Henry IV was occupied 
chiefly in meeting the attacks of the Scotch and Welsh. 
His successor, Henry V of Agincourt fame, was for the 
greater part of his short reign engaged in wars in France, 
where he died in 1422. Not long after that event, serious 
troubles developed at home, and for some years the country 
was torn and distracted by the contending forces of the rival 
houses of Lancaster and York, in the series of internecine 
struggles known as the Wars of the Roses, which afiedled 
the West of England in common with the rest of the 
kingdom. Hence, probably, amidst all this strife and con- 
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tention, and the generally unsettled state of the country 
consequent thereupon, but very little heed was paid to forest 
administration, and of Exmoor during that period little or 
nothing appears to be known. But such particulars as have 
been gathered concerning the forest in the Tudor and Stuart 
epochs are given in the following seAion. 
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F Exmoor Forest, during the Tudor period, 
but little is known ; and such particulars 
as have been gathered are somewhat frag- 
mentary in charadler. Henry VII came to 
the throne in 1485, and devoted himself to 
establishing firmly the royal power at home, 
and raising English influence to a strong position abroad. 
He rigidly exercised to the utmost all the old rights of the 
Crown, including those of the forest, and seems to have 
retained Exmoor in his own hands. A letter written by 
his chamberlain. Lord Daubeny, to Sir John Trevelyan, of 
Nettlecombe, concerning sporting rights and the king's game 
in Exmoor forest, is preserved amongst the family papers at 
Nettlecombe. It has been printed in one of the volumes 
issued by the Camden Society, and is as follows : 

COUSYN TREVYLION, 

I comaund me unto you in as herty maner as I can, and understand that 
upon my late wlting unto you for taking hede unto the Kinges game wMn 
the forest of Exmore, ye have right well endeavoured you for the good 
keeping of the same ; for the which I am right hertely well contented wl you 
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and pray you of y^^ like contynuance of the same. Howe soo be it I am 
enformed that of late a little grugge is fallen bitwene my brother Sir Hugh 
Luttrell and you, for that he hunted of late in the oute wods of the said 
forest, and thereupon a couple of hounds were taken up by svants of y<^ 
from his svants. After that, Cousyn, inasmoche as my said broth;[ Luttrell 
is a borderer of the said forest, and that ye knowe he hath maried my sister, 
and the man whome I do love tenderly: my minde is and desire unto you 
that ye shuld have an yghe unto hym above all others in those pties. And 
that when it shall like hym to kyll a dere or to hunt for his disport ; that 
ye suffer hym soo to do I pray you as hartely as I can. Wlten at Grene- 
wich the xx daie of Feverer. And I pray you Cousyn let my said broder take 
his disporte, and if he list let hym kyll one dere in somer and a nother in 
wynter herafter, 

Yo^ Cousin, 

GILES DAUBNEY. 

To my Cousyn^ 

Sir John Trevylion, Knight. 

Henry VIII succeeded to the throne at the age of eighteen, 
in 1509 : and upon his marriage with Catherine of Aragon 
he appears to have settled Exmoor forest upon the queen, 
as part of her jointure. Evidence of this is found in the 
fragment of a blank indenture preserved in the Record 
Office, dated 12th Henry VIII, 1520, in which Sir Thomas 
Boleyn covenants with the Earl of Devonshire to give up 
certain forests, farms, and offices, which he holds of Queen 
Katherine, as survivor of Sir Edmund Carew, at a yearly 
rent of ^f 46 13s. 4d., to be paid at the feast of All Saints ; 
saving and reserving one hundred deer to be and remain 
in the said forest of Exmoor. He is to surrender his patent 
to the queen on condition that the earl can procure a new 
grant to himself, after which the earl agrees to pay him two 
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hundred marks ; one half at the time of surrender, and the 
rest at the feast of All Saints, 1523, in the Cathedral Church 
of Paules, before the rood of the north door of the same 
church, between the hours of nine and eleven before noon. 

The Sir Thomas Boleyn, mentioned in the foregoing docu- 
ment, was most likely a descendant of Robert de Boleyne, 
who held the hamlet of Liscombe [now a farm in the parish 
of Dulverton] at the time the perambulation of the forest 
was made, by command of Edward I, in 1298. Sir Thomas 
was the father of Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry 
VIII, to whom she was married in 1533 ; but the forest of 
Exmoor, in all probability, remained vested in Catherine until 
her death, in 1536. It certainly was afterwards held by 
the king's third wife, Jane Seymour, who died shortly after 
the birth of her son [Edward VI], in October, 1537. In 
the Royal MSS., 7 F, xjv^ 78 [British Museum] is a 
valor of the lands " which were lately parcell of Queen 
Jane Seymour's jointure and dowry ; and now reserved 
unto the Kings Highness' own hands." The list com- 
prises lordships, honours, manors, and farms in several coun- 
ties, including in Somerset the forests of Exmoor, Rache 
[Neroche], and Mendip. Lord Russell is mentioned as 
being the officer representing the queen's interest in Somerset, 
but Sir Hugh Pollard was evidently at that time the keeper 
of Exmoor forest ; for in a certain memorandum, dated Sep- 
tember 26th, 1537 [Record Office], touching a robbery of 
money from a secret chamber in the house of Andrew 
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Hillersden, at Exeter, by his servant John Holland, and 
William Holland, his brother, occurs the following : — 
" Caused the city of Exeter to be searched for William ; 
sent also to Sir Hugh PoUerd to keep the fords over the 
Ex in Exmoor/' 

During the reign of Elizabeth, but little transpires con- 
cerning Exmoor. The queen, evidently, had bestowed 
certain rights in resped: of that forest upon one of her 
gentlemen pensioners ; as is shown by a communication she 
caused to be made to the Earl of Bedford, direAing him to 
assist Mr. Robert Colshill, in a matter relating to the forest 
of Exmoor. This letter is in the handwriting of the famous 
Elizabethan statesman, William Cecil, Lord Burghley, and 
is as follows : 

State Papers — Elizabeth — Vol. 73. No 50. September ist, 1570. 

To Y« Earl of Bedford. 

We Greet you well. Wheres our trasty and well beloved servant Robert 
Colshill one of our Gentlemen pensioners has our present right of ye herbage 
of our forrest of Exemore, hath been forced for maintainance of our rights, to 
implead certain pions there in those ptes who refuse to paye such duties for 
y^ herbage of their Cattell in our sayd forrest as in right they ought, and as 
by our records we be informed in former tymes hath been answered : where- 
upon be is motioned by certain [persons] therein that County to repaire th}^er 
and to come to some resonable end w^out fuder sute in lawe, although we 
thynk it meetest that our right wer determyned in our Court of y« Exchequer 
by order of law. Yet not mislyking that the pties w^^ have been impleaded 
should have some end by quiet manner without futher charges we have 
licensed our said servant to repayre thyther and understand to what resonable 
termes the controversy may be brought and so to accord thereto. And there- 
fore also we require you to have consideration thereof; and as you shall 



Exmoor Forest after 1485. 85 

be informed of our title so to use such means as our tenant being bound to yield 
a rent to us, may fynd that favor in the compounding of y® cause as he be 
not forced to seek his final end in our Court of y« Exchequer by order of 
• lawe wc^ if he shall, then must we, both for his benefit and our own right, cause 
some further improvement to be made thereof than we perceive he of good will 
is disposed to accord unto. 

As indicating the value of sheep and cattle in the Exmoor 
distrid:, at that particular period when the loyal subjedls of 
good ^ Queen Bess ' were busily preparing for the Spanish 
Armada, the following extradls from an inventory of the 
goods and chattels of Richard Rawle, of Countisbury, de- 
ceased, " taken and appraysed by David Slowlye and John 
Stot the XXV daye of May in y® xxij yeare of y® Reane of 
our Sofferyne lady Elizabethe, a.d. 1580,'' will perhaps be 
of interest : 

^^ Lambs, i^- 2^' each. Sheep, 2^- 8"^- each. Old Sheep, 

3^- 2^' each." 
" Three Cows and one Heifer valued together at 

jf6 8s. od." 

The earliest mention of staghounds on Exmoor occurs in 
the reign of Elizabeth ; it being recorded that Hugh Pollard, 
the then chief forester or ranger, kept a pack at Simonsbath. 

James I, upon succeeding to the English throne in 1603, 
attempted to restore, in all their fulness, those ancient forest 
privileges which had gradually fallen into desuetude. There 
is also every reason to believe he followed the example of 
Henry VIII with regard to Exmoor, by settling that forest 
upon his wife, Anne of Denmark, as the following particulars 
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indicate. James I died March, 1625, and his son and 
successor, Charles I, in the month of July of the same year, 
granted to William, Earl of Pembroke, a lease of Exmoor 
forest at a rent of £^% per annum. The original deed, 
written in Latin, under the sign manual of the king, is at 
the Record Office [Sign Man. Charles I, Vol. i. No. 53], 
and bears at the foot a note as follows : 

It may please yoj Most Excellent Ma™ 

" This Bill containing yoj;_ Ma^ Demise and Lease to the Earl of Pembroke 
of the Forest and Chace of Exmore in the counties of Devon and Somerset for 
the terme of two and twenty years and a half ; and of the Manor of Exmore 
for fourteen years, under the same rents and Covenants by which he now holdeth 
the same by lease from your Ma^ Deere Mother, of the validitie whereof some 
question is made : w^ a further clause of liberty to him, to build a lodge in the 
Forest at his chardges, and to enclose, and lay one hundred acres of land there- 
unto. And is done by direcion from ye Lord Treasurer upon your Ma^ pleasure 
to him signified under yo^ sign manuall." 

The foregoing shows that the Earl of Pembroke held a 
previous lease of the forest from King Charles's mother, and 
in the body of the lease here referred to, the forest and chace 
of Exmoor are specifically described as ^^ forming parcell of 
the jointure of Anne, Queen of England ; and before of the 
Lady Jane [Seymour] Queen of England." The further 
clause of liberty to build a lodge, and enclose one hundred 
acres thereto, was probably the origin of the estate at Simons- 
bath, containing one hundred and eight acres, which George 
III held in demesne when the forest was sold in 18 18. 
Notwithstanding this fresh grant, Charles I, some five years 
later, had other views respedling Exmoor forest, which are 
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recorded in the Conway series of State Papers [Record 
Office] ; the document dated February, 1630, being as 
follows : 

Note of the King's Intention to improve the Forests of Exmoor 

AND Dartmoor. 

In the counties of Somerset and Devon are the two great forests of Exmoor 
and Dartmoor, containing at the least 150,000 acres, the inheritance of the Crown. 

In Somerset are many great Moors and Commons^ containing at least 
40,000 acres, worth every acre 20*- per annum. 

And in Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall are many hundred thousand acres 
of other Commons and Wast ground w^ never yieldeth any benefit to the 
Crown, and little good to the Common-wealth, and his Ma^ hath title to 
much of it. 

His Ma]^ intendments are to drawe all such unneccessary Forests and 
Waste Lands to improvement, whereof many are already lately accomplished. 
And it is without question, that out of theis three Counties, there may in short 
space be raised in plsent money, to his Ma^ use, at least ;£'ioo,ooo in Fines, 
and a great yearly Kent, reserved to the Crown. For in such affairs, one third, 
or fourth part is reserved in Demesne to the Crown : w<^ to be leased for years, 
or lives, will raise the Fines, and Rents aforesaid. 

If some great person were authorised by his Ma*|5 to undergo the weight of 
it, the business would proceed happily : but without such assistant, those works 
are not to be dealt in. 

The name of the ^ great person/ apparently disposed to 
undertake a portion of the important work alluded to in 
the foregoing document, has not been handed down to 
posterity. A petition, touching the scheme, is amongst the 
State Papers [Charles I, Vol. 165, April 1630] but unfor- 
tunately the name of the petitioner is omitted ; though an 
imperfe6lly made obliteration reveals the fad, that he was 
an ambassador. He petitioned as follows : 



I 






88 Annals of Exmoor Forest. 

To THE King's Most Excellent Majestie. 

The humble petition of [left blank] 
Y€r_ Ma^ embassador [word crossed out, no place mentioned] 

Shewing — 

That whereas yo*" Ma^ is seized in Fee of the Forest of Exmoore in the 
Counties of Devon and Somerset w<^ now yieldeth noe profit or Revenue but 
rather charge to yo^" Crown. And is altogether unprofitable to the Common 
wealth being a spacious wast ground unmanured and of no Fruit for the publique. 
And unneccessary for yc^ Ma^ pleasure in regard of the distance from all 
places of yoL Ma^ resort. YoL petic;;£ w^ yc^ Ma^ favor will endeavour to 
bring the same Lands to improvem^ to make it beneficiall to the Common 
wealth, and profitable to yo£. Ma^* by Drawing from it a competent Rent, and 
Revenue to yoL Crown, to the good content of yc^ Ma^ and subjects interested 
therein. 

In respect whereof, and of y(^ petitj;; service to yo^ Ma^e and his greate 
charges therein. He humbly prayeth yoL Ma^ to graunt yc^ Royall Comission 
for Disaiforestinge the saide Forest, and for the contrivinge of it to the best use 
for yoL Ma^ and the people interested. And to graunt unto yoL petit^f a Lease 
of the land, that by the petitJJJ! industry shalbe reserved to yo^ Ma^ sole 
possession, for the terme of 60 yeares, at the yearly Rent of 4^. per acre. And 
yoL petit55 will ever pray for yoL Ma^ longe and happie rainge. 

At the Courte of Whithall the Daye of Aprill 1630. 

[At the foot of the foregoing petition is written in another 
hand the following : ] 

His Ma^ is graciously pleased to graunte unto the petite a Comission 
for Disafforesting of the said Forest of Exmore. And also, a Lease of the lands 
to be reserved to his Maties possession for the terme of 50 yeares, at the yearly 
Rent of 4^ per acre, as by the peticon is designed. And requests ML 
Atturney or Mj: SoUicitor generall, to draw upp a book, fitt for his Majj;? Signa- 
ture, conteyninge a graunte of the saide lands, to be reserved to his Ma^ to 
the saide petic^ and his assignes, for the terme, and Rent aforesaid, soe soone 
as the said Forest shalbe brought to Division. And that the said land may by 
any certainty be passed. 

The disafforestation then contemplated, and the leasing 
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of the forest lands at fourpence per acre, does not appear 
to have got. beyond the petition stage. The tithes, however, 
at that period, were farmed ; a fad: which seems to have 
excited some opposition on the part of the local clergy, 
as is shown by the following petition and schedule presented 
to Archbishop Laud by George Cottington, who, in the 
two last paragraphs of the first-mentioned document, de- 
velopes, in a figurative sense, quite a nautical tone. 



\State Papers — Charles ist. Vol. 250. Nov. $th, 1633.] 

To THE MOST Reverend Father in God William Lord Archbishop of 

Canterbury his Grace. 

The humble petition of George Cottington, 

SHEWINGy- 

Thar whereas his Majesty hath been pleased to grant by Letters patent 
unto yo^ humble suppliant, All the Tythes in y? Forest of EXMORE upon con- 
sideration of a present Fine paid in hand, as also a good Rent, annually to be 
discharged in his Ma^ Royall Receipt. He is lately informed that some of 
the Clergy adjoyning to yi Forest, have a designe to make it a Complaint 
unto yo£ Grace, and to possess you w^ an ill opinion of this PATENT, w^ upon 
good grounds in Law, and profitable termes to his MAJESTY, as also, by way 
of Recompense for services done by the PETITIONER to his highness in forraigne 
Imployments, was graciously passed unto him. 

Wherefore his only desire is to prepossess yo^ GRACE w^ the justness of his 
cause, humbly referring you for better information to the schedule of Reasons 
annexed. Your Grace doth stand at the hellme of all our publique affaires, 
but in particular of these. If you please to consider that in favouring this Grant, 
you steere his MaiJ£? Course, the Petitioner will never be guilty of ingratitude 
towards ycfi worth, and you Create him y<y; ever bounden servant. 

Dayly to pray for yo£ Graces perfect 
health and everlasting happiness. 

N 
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SCHEDULE. 

Reasons concerning his Majesties Grant of the Tithes of Exmore Forest in the Counties of 

Somerset and Devon, 

All Parishes bordering round about the Forest of Exmore, and continue 
to themselves, and knowne by their bounds, and have Comon of Depasturage 
alloted unto them, as much as y£ Parishioners can well stock, w^ Common is 
supposed to be formerly taken out of the Forest, as may be found by a true 
Perambulation upon Record. So that no Parson hath any just cause to com- 
plaine, that he is impeached any thing of his Due, by his Ma^f commanding 
his owne Tithes arising within the Forest. 

The said Forest is not Tythable to any Parish : for all Tithes w^hm the 
bounds thereof, are belonging to the King JURE Regio. This was made cleere 
by an absolute decree in the Exchequer. Anno tertio Regno Caroli w^ [upon 
a Bill exhibited in the name of his Ma^ Attoumey generall] overthrew the 
Parsons yi pretended thereunto, and utterly disabled them for afterwards 
demanding any Tithes from them. 

His Ma^ in the third year of his Raig^ne, granted a Lease of the whole 
Forest for 21 years, and Six moneths : wherein was specifyed all Rents, 
revenues, rights. Royalties, profitts, emoluments, &£:; but no mention of Tithes 
in pticular, w£^ omission, barreth y^ Farmer from requiring any Tithes in the 
sayd Forest ; otherwise, he would have seised them, as of his Mat;. Right, for 
so the petitioner hath been well informed. 

These reasons, together w^ the incouragemt of learned Counsell at law, 
were the motives that induced the petitioner to become an humble suiter unto 
his Majesty for a grant of the abovesayd TITHES : and upon Composition made 
w^ the Lords Commissioners, to pay two hundred Markes into the Exchequer, 
and twenty marks per annum Rent, w^ is accordingly performed, he obteyned 
his Mat! Letters Patents under the broade Seale of England, for the same. 

In manie of these bordering Parishes, divers men, especially of yl richer 
sort, never paid the Parson any Tithes. And such as have paid, give no cause 
to make the Parson pleade prescription in this Case. For no man [whether 
spirituall or temporall] can prescribe by Law, to have Tythes out of Parish, in 
land whereof the Crown is seised, unless it be by speciall grant, or by some 
Composition formerly made ; neither of w^ can be showen concerning any part 
of Exmore Forest And so, the petitioner knowing well your Graces ripe 
experiences, humbly leaveth it to your grave wisdom, and judicious consideration 
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An estimate of the worth of live stock on Exmoor, in the 
reign of Charles I, may be formed from the following 
valuations extraded from the original inventory deposited in 
in the Distridl Probate Registry at Taunton, of the goods 
and chattels of Mary Rawle, widow, of Oare, deceased, 
taken and appraised by Robert Whitfield and David Rawle, 
March 6th, 1632 : 

" 3 Oxen, I Bull, i Cow, i Heifer, i Steer, and 2 

Yearlings — valued together at j^ 1 6 os. od." 
" I Mare, and i Nag, with saddles and their furniture — 

valued together at ^^3 os. od/' 
" Sheep — valued at 3s. gd. each : Pigs — valued at 7s. od. 
each." 

A spirit of competition, for possession of the lease of 
Exmoor, appears to have been rife in the reign of Charles I. 
In 1637, ^^^ Endymion Porter, with a view of obtaining 
for himself a grant of the forest, and the custody thereof, 
offered the king double the yearly rent at that time paid 
[^46 13s. 4d.] by the lessee then in possession. The offer 
was made by petition as follows : 

\State Papers — Charles \st. Vol. 375. No. 39. 1637-8] 

To THE Kings most Excellent Maiel 

The humble peti^ of Endimion Porter 
Your Matin Servant. 

Shewing — 

That the Forest and Chase of Exmore, in the Countyes of Devon and 
Somersett, and the Custody, and keeping of the said Forest, and Chace, with 
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thappurtenances. And alsoe the Mannor of Exmore with thappurtenances, in 
the said County of Devon, are in Lease from your Ma^e for Divers Yeares yett 
to come. (Next) the said Forest, and Chase, and the Custodye thereof, with 
thappurtenances, under the yearly Rente of a xlyjL xiijl iiijl and the said 
Mannor, with thappurtenances under xli Rente, for that there accrueth noe 
presente proffitt to your Ma^ save only the said Rents. 

His humble suite unto your Ma^ is. That in Consideration of his longe 
and faithfuU service Done unto your Ma^ you would be graciously pleased to 
grant the said Forest, and Chace, and the Custody thereof, with thappur- 
tenances, and the said Mannor, with thappurtenances, unto your peticoner in 
Fee farm, with a tenure in Socage, and the Liberty of DisafTorestation of the 
said Forest. And your peticoner will Double the said yearlie Rents unto your 
Ma^ 

And will always pray &c. 



In the foregoing petition, it will be observed, that the 
manor of Exmoor — for which at that time [1637] an annual 
rent of forty shillings was paid — ^is stated to be in the 
county of Devon. The petitioner, Endymion Porter, was 
a gentleman of the bedchamber to Charles I, who seems to 
have frequently employed him upon secret service and other 
missions. In 1625, ^^ petitioned the king for a twenty-one 
years' lease of an estate in the West of England, which 
belonged to Henry Courteney, Marquis of Exeter, since 
annexed to the Duchy of Cornwall ; and also eight other 
manors, with certain dues on wines, exported or imported, 
from or into, the ports of the said Duchy. Charles I, on 
May 25th, 1625, granted him a pension of five hundred 
pounds per annum for life, and in the following year his 
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name occurs in a list sent to the Earl of Dorset, of such 
persons as refused to pay towards mending the highways of 
the parish of St. Martin-in-the-fields, he being a dweller 
therein. 

In the Royal Library at Windsor Castle, among the truly 
regal coUedlion of literary treasures, the property of Her 
Majesty the Queen, is a Warrant dated August 5 th, 1637, 
under the sign manual of Charles I, directing the Ranger 
of Exmoor forest to deliver a fat stag to Mr. Windam. Her 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to allow this interesting 
document to be photographed for the purpose of forming an 
illustration to this work, and a collotype facsimile of the 
original faces the title page. The Mr. Windam referred 
to, was, in all probability, a son either of Sir John Wyndham, 
of Orchard Wyndham, or of his cousin. Sir Thomas Wynd- 
ham, of Keyntsford, Somerset. Both branches of this family 
were ardent Royalists, staunch and unswerving in their devo- 
tion to the Stuart dynasty. Edmund Wyndham [eldest son 
of Sir Thomas] filled the post of groom of the bed-chamber 
to Charles I ; while his wife, Christabel, was wet nurse to the 
infant Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II. Francis Wynd- 
ham [brother to Edmund] held Dunster Castle for the king 
in -1645-6; and after the battle of Worcester in 165 1, 
he sheltered Charles II, in his house at Trent, Somerset, for 
nineteen days. 

About this period, contentions were rapidly developing 
between the king and parliament, which eventually culmi- 
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nated in the civil war of the seventeenth century, known as 
the Great Rebellion. From 1642 to 1646, the West of 
England generally, was in a very disturbed and unsettled 
state ; the distridl around Exmoor particularly so. Dunster 
Castle was held for the parliamentarians, from the autumn 
of 1642 to June 1643. The Marquis of Hertford, in 
September 1643, attempted to obtain possession of that 
stronghold for the king, but was repulsed ; and in connexion 
with the afiair, a paragraph in a diurnal of September 30th, 
states that : 



" After the Marquesse of Hertford's departure from Mynehead, about 400 
of those Cavaliers marched from thence to Dulverton, and from thence to 
Exford in Somerset ; and on Satturday night last came to a Village called 
Chittlehampton, within five miles of Barnstaple; the Inhabitants of which 
Towne were all in armes expecting them^ but they durst not approach thither, 
having intelligence of their readinesse : the Towne being fortified with 16 Peeces 
of Ordinance, and 500 men in armes. The malignant neighbours assisted these 
Cavaliers with their servants, to guide and direct them in the Countrey. They 
were tyred out with their joumeyes, and if the Countrey had risen against them, 
they might have bin taken, all, or the most part of them." 



Dunster Castle was surrendered to the royalists in 1643, 
and two years later, in the month of June, 1645, the Prince 
of Wales, en route from Bristol to North Devon, stayed 
a few days there. From Dunster he proceeded to Barnstaple, 
and in all probability by the most diredl road across Exmoor. 
The Prince had an escort of three troops of Lord Hopton's 
Horse, which, with his personal suite, formed perhaps the 
most imposing cavalcade ever seen in that wild district. 



Exmoor Forest after 1485. 95 

Charles Ist's troubled reign was brought to a tragic end at 
Whitehall, January, 1649. Then followed the Common- 
wealth and Protedlorate, which continued to the time of 
Oliver Cromwell's death, in September, 1658. Very little 
has been ascertained concerning Exmoor forest during that 
period, beyond the fadl that one James Bovey, asssuming to 
have acquired by purchase certain rights over the forest, 
caused many of the inhabitants much annoyance and injury, 
by interfering with and obstrudling their lawful rights of 
pasturage, etc. The Restoration took place. May, 1660, 
when the exiled king came to his own again ; and a few 
months after Charles II had returned to England, a petition 
was presented to him by those aggrieved inhabitants, praying 
for a restitution of their ancient privileges, as follows : 



[State Papers — Charles 2nd. Vol. 22. No. 155. November ^ 1660] 

To HIS MOST EXCELLENT MA™ CHARLES Y£ SECOND BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

KiNGE OF England &c 

The humble petition of many hundreds of your Mi^, subjects 
inhabiting near Exmore in yt Counties of Devon and Somersett. 

Sheweth— 

That whereas your petitioners, and their predecess" inhabitants as aforesaid, 
having for this many hundred yeares past, injoyed many privileges, and 
imunities in the said Forrest of Exmore, as the pasturing of sheepe, horses, 
and other Cattle, at certaine customary yearely rates, which for some time past 
they have been deprived off, by one M£: James Bovey, pretending that he had 
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purchased the same as a Chace of the late usurpers : and hath much vexed, and 
troubled your poore petitioners, by impounding their Cattle, arresting some of 
their persons, and maintaining many long, and tedious sutes in Lawe against 
them, onely for their claiming their just rights, and privileges, to their great 
losse and damage. 

Wherefore your petitioners doe humbly pray, that your most 
excellent Ma^ would be graciously pleased to grant unto them, a restitution, 
and confirmation of their antient and just rights, privileges, and imunities in 
the said Forest, as was injoyed by them, and their Auncestors, in the Raignes of 
your Ma*i? Royal Grand-father, and Father of ever blessed memory. 

And your petitioners as by duty and Allegiance bound, shall ever pray &c. 



Whatever the validity of the claims set up by Mr. James 
Bovey in respedl of the forest, they seem to have been 
promptly extinguished by the king, who, within a very few 
months of his accession to the throne, granted a lease of 
Exmoor to James Butler, Marquis of Ormonde. That dis- 
tinguished nobleman, whose loyalty, ability, and integrity 
were undoubted, was a most devoted adherent to the royalist 
cause. His losses in the king's service were estimated to 
have reached nearly a million sterling, and he remained with 
Charles II throughout the period of his exile. Upon the 
Restoration, he was made Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, crea- 
ted Earl of Brecknock in the English peerage, and Duke 
of Ormonde in Ireland ; but he held aloof from the immor- 
alities of the court. One of the rewards bestowed upon 
him by the king was a grant of Exmoor forest, and the 
custody thereof, for a term of thirty-one years ; partic- 
ulars of which are recorded in the two following entries, 
copied from State Papers in the Record Office. 
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[Docquet Book — Charles 2nd. July^ 1660, page 19] 

A Lease unto the Marquis of Ormonde, of the Forest and Castle of 
Exmore, in the County of Devon and Somersett : vf^ all Fees, pfitts of Courts, 
Woods, underwoods, and other advantages belonging [Timber trees excepted] 
paying for the same £^6 13s. 4d. to the Receiver Generall of the said County. 

[Docquet Book — Charles 2nd. January^ 1661^ page 74] 

A Grant unto James, Marquis of Ormonde, of the Forest, Chace, Lordship, 
Mannor, and Bayliwicke of Exmore, in the Counties of Devon and Somersett : 
and of the custody of the same Forest and Chace : and of all Courts, and the 
proffits thereof: and of all Liberties, Royalties, and privileges thereunto 
belonging [except Mynes Royall]. And also of all Goods, and Debts of Fellons : 
of Deodands goods, of Fugitives, and persons outlawed : of the return, and 
Execution of all Writts, and of all Fynes, prolicentia^ concordandiy and other 
Fines, within the Lymitts of the Graunted premises, to hold, for 31 years, from 
our Lady day next : if one Graunt thereof bee in being, then from the expiration, 
surrender, or forfeiture thereof. 

Sometime about the date when the foregoing grant of 
Exmoor forest, and the custody thereof, with special privi- 
leges, was made to the Marquis of Ormonde, it is said that a 
notorious gang of robbers had settled in the distridl ; and 
based upon this tradition, a charming romance, from the pen 
of a now well-known novelist, was published in 1869. In 
that most interesting story, there are foot notes in chapters 
V and Ixix, relating to two dastardly outrages, which, the 
author states, were undoubtedly perpetrated by those savage 
miscreants ; one near Minehead, in Somerset, and the other 
in the parish of Martinhoe, in Devon ; and that the country 
folk rose, and did what the government failed to do. These 
incidents are emphatically stated to be faSis^ which, if sup- 
ported by corroborative evidence, would prove conclusively 
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that the neighbourhood was at that time infested by an 
organised band of blood-thirsty ruffians. It is therefore 
nothing but just to say, that in the course of considerable 
research, not only among the national records relating to 
that part of the country, but county and parochial archives 
as well, no evidence whatever, either diredl or indiredl, has 
been found to warrant the assumption for one moment, that 
any such gang of outlaws and bandits, living by systematic 
blackmail levied upon the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 
ever existed on Exmoor. It is of course quite possible, that 
during the very unsettled state of the country, about the 
period of the Great Rebellion and Commonwealth, isolated 
outrages may have been, and probably were, perpetrated 
by roving parties of disbanded soldiery. But surely some 
record more authentic than vague and obscure tradition 
could be found to testify to the fadl, if there were any truth 
in the statement that such a family of outlaws had entrenched 
themselves permanently in the hilly fastnesses of Exmoor ; 
sallying forth from their stronghold on expeditions of rapine 
and plunder, a scourge to the neighbourhood, but unmo- 
lested for years ; until at length the outraged inhabitants of 
the distrid:, exasperated beyond endurance by the perpe- 
tration of an unusually savage crime, rose in their wrath, 
and taking the law into their own hands, exterminated 
the entire band. Such events could scarcely have re- 
mained unrecorded in some reliable and accessible form, yet 
neither CoUinson, Phelps, nor Savage allude to the subjedt. 
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Equally certain it is that none of the old inhabitants of the 
district around Oare ever heard of the Doones until after the 
publication of the work alluded to ; and the * Doone Valley ' 
is but a new name given to the lower part of Hoccombe, 
where it embouches on Badgworthy Water. It is, there- 
fore, only reasonable to assume that this redoubtable band, 
together with the Herculean hero and lovely heroine, are 
but the clever creations of the novelist's brain. 

In connection with this story, an example of the process 
by which fiction is made to do duty for fact, is to be found 
in the 8th edition [1872] of a well-known guide book to 
Devon, the editor of which accepts the Doone tradition as a 
historical fact, asserting that the band were for many years, at 
the period of the Commonwealth, a terror to the neighbour- 
hood of Lynton : that they were captured, and shortly 
afterwards tried for their numerous crimes, and deservedly 
executed. Other details are given, but no information as to 
when the capture was made, before what tribunal the trial 
took place, or where, or in what manner, the capital sentence 
was carried out. In a more recent work, the Doones are 
stated to have been fi^eebooters and cattle lifters, who had 
settled upon Exmoor towards the close of the 17th century, 
under a leader who had made himself obnoxious to the 
government of James II : that one of the gang having 
been killed in an attack upon Yenworthy* — ^a form in the 

* Yenworthy at that time was held by David Rawle, a fact recorded on his tombstone 
in Oare churchyard \see inscription given at the end of this section]. His will was proved 
in the Prerc^ative Court of Canterbury, 1686 [Lloyd 35]. 
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parish of Oare — some horrible act of retaliation took place 
which resulted in a rising of the peasantry, who with the help 
of the military, destroyed the entire band. These accounts, 
though varying in details, have been given to the world as 
facts ; and they are here mentioned only to show how in 
course of time the veriest shadow of tradition upon which a 
deservedly popular romance has been founded, may become 
first invested with seeming reality, and eventually pass current 
for absolute truth. Robin Hood and his merry men of Sher- 
wood Forest were in all probability much more real personages 
than the Doones of Exmoor. 

No record has been discovered as to when the parish of 
Oare was disafforested. Most probably it continued part of 
the forest throughout the period during which forest courts 
were regularly held, and accounted more than a mere 
formality. But in course of time, as civilization advanced, 
and the people became more enlightened, those courts fell 
into desuetude. Many of the forest laws and customs be- 
came obsolete, until in the year 1641 a statute was passed 
enacting that no forests where the courts had not been held 
for sixty years last past should thereafter be deemed forests. 
And so probably the greater part of Oare parish, as well 
as other portions of Exmoor, lapsed as it were from the 
decaying jurisdiction of the forest, and eventually came to 
be considered outside the bounds thereof. 

With the exception of a few brief particulars concerning 
the survey and sale of Exmoor Forest, and an abstract of the 
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Act of Parliament authorising the same, which will conclude 
this sedion, it is not intended to extend these annals to a 
later date than the close of the 17th century. It may, how- 
ever, be stated in respect to forests generally, that from about 
the period of the Commonwealth it became the turn of the 
people to encroach upon the Crown, which they did to no 
inconsiderable extent. A gradual but persistent process of 
unauthorised enclosure of forest lands went on unchecked for 
many years in all the forests of the kingdom. Suffice it to 
say, that according to an investigation made by Royal Com- 
mission about the end of the last century and the beginning 
of this, it was found that numberless unlicensed enclosures 
had been made, transfers effected under colour of sale, timber 
illegally disposed of, and numerous other irregularities com- 
mitted, to such a degree that the royal forests then remaining 
were greatly reduced in area and lessened in value. Conse- 
quently, provisions were made, under certain acts of Parlia- 
ment, for a better system of administration and control ; and 
these were duly inaugurated shortly after. 

According to a return made in the first Report of the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests in 1787, a lease of 
the Forest and Chace of Exmoor, with the Courts, Royalties, 
Lands, and Hereditaments thereto belonging, was granted 
March 4th, 1784, to Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, Bart., for 
a term of ten years, from August ist, 1804, to expire 
August I St, 1 8 14. The return further states the yearly 
value according to the latest survey to be ^^296 los. ijd., 
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the fine paid for last lease ^^510 and the old rent 
£j\,6 13 s. 4d. This lease was the last one granted by 
the Crown, for in 18 15 an Act of Parliament was passed 
for vesting in the king certain parts of the forest of 
Exmoor, and enclosing the same. In this Act the estimated 
extent of the forest is stated to be 22,400 acres, which were 
to be apportioned as follows : a fraction more than one half 
to the king ; one eighth to Sir Thomas Dyke Acland in lieu 
of tithes, which he claimed over the whole forest ; and the 
remainder amongst the owners of certain estates, to which 
free suits were attached, and to several other persons in 
respect of old enclosed tenements lying in various parishes 
bordering on the forest. In accordance with the provisions 
of this Act, the forest was duly surveyed and found to contain 
some 18,810 acres, of which the king's share amounted to 
10,262^ acres. His Majesty's portion was offered for sale, 
the following announcement appearing in the Taunton Courier 
of Thursday, June i8th, 18 18 : 

By Order of the Commissioners of H.M. Woods, Forests, and 

Land Revenues. 

Such Persons as are desirous of purchasing an extensive Tract of Waste 
Land are hereby informed that the Allotment made to His Majesty on the 
Forest of Exmoor, in the counties of Somerset and Devon, consisting of about 
10,262 Acres ; together with an inclosed Farm of loSa. or. 2p., will be DISPOSED 
OF by Public Tender for the Highest Price offered for the same, above a 
certain sum to be previously named, and deposited under a sealed cover, to be 
opened at the same time with such Tenders as may be received : and persons 
who may be desirous of becoming purchasers of the Lands in question, are 
requested to send in their Tenders to the said Commissioners on or before the 
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23rd day of July next, sealed up, and endorsed, Tenders for purchasing the 
Exmoor Allotment, and stating in words at length the sum they are willing to 
give. 

The Tenders will be opened at the office of the Commissioners of Woods, 
&c., in Whitehall Place, on the said 23rd of July, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, 
in the presence of the parties who may have delivered Tenders, and who are 
requested to attend, by themselves or agents. A Map of the estate may be seen, 
and further particulars known, on application at the Office of Woods, &c., of 
Richard Hawkins, Esq., Quay House, Kingsbridge; Richard Strong, Tiverton ; 
and Mr. Loch, Lynmouth. 

Mr. John Knight became the purchaser. The Taunton 
Courier of August 12th, 18 18, thus chronicles the tran- 
saction : 

" Mr. Knight of Worcestershire has purchased the Allotment given in Right 
of the Crown on Exmoor Forest, consisting of 10,000 acres, for ;6'so,ooo. The 
property is near Simonds Bath, and the greater part of it is to be enclosed by a 
wall, in the centre of which a handsome residence is to be built The spot affords 
great facilities for this purpose, and will, under the judicious plans in contem- 
plation, become a most enviable possession." 

And so the ancient Forest of Exmoor, an appanage of the 
Crown from before the Conquest, passed from a long suc- 
cession of royal owners into private hands. 

The following is an abstract of the Act of Parliament, 
with se6lion headings, referred to in the foregoing particulars. 

550 George III, cap. 138. 

An Act for vesting in His Majesty certain Parts of the Forest of Exmoor otherwise Exmore 
in the counties of Somerset and Devon^ and for enclosing the said Forest. July 4/A, 1 8 1 5. 

Whereas the King's most Excellent Majesty in Right of his Crown is seised 
to Himself his Heirs and Successors of the Forest or Chace of Exmoor other- 
wise Exmore, situate in the Counties of Somerset and Devon, containing by 
Estimation Twenty-two thousand four hundred Acres of Land, oi; thereabout, 
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now lying open and unenclosed, subject to such Rights of Common and other 
Rights as the several Persons hereinafter mentioned are entitled to, within, upon, 
or over the said Forest : and His Majesty is also seised in His Demesne as of 
Fee, of and in a certain Farm called Simons Bath Farm, situate within the said 
Forest, containing by Estimation One hundred and eight Acres, Two Roods; 
which Farm is enclosed and separated, and divided from the Said Open and 
Uninclosed Lands. And whereas the whole of the said Forest is Extra-parochial : 
and whereas Sir Thomas Dyke Acland is or claims to be entitled to all Tithes 
arising, renewing, and increasing within the said Forest : and whereas the Rt. 
Hon. Henry George Earl of Carnarvon, the said Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, 
Baronet, John Palmer Chichester, esquire, Thomas Thornton, esquire, William 
Moggridge Stawell, clerk, and divers other persons are Owners or Proprietors of 
certain Estates in the Parishes of Hawkridge and Withypool, in the said County 
of Somerset, adjoining to the said Forest ; and as such owners owe Suit and 
Service at the Swainmote Courts of the King's most Excellent Majesty, held 
for and within the said Forest, and are called by the names of Free Suitors, and 
by ancient and remote Custom are entitled to depasturage annually on the said 
Forest certain Numbers of Sheep and Cattle, and to cut and take certain 
Quantities of Turf, Heath, and Fern for the Consumption of their Houses, and 
are also entitled to fish in the Rivers within the said Forest. And Whereas the 
Owners or Proprietors of certain old inclosed Tenements situate within the 
several Parishes of Hawkridge, Withypool, Exford, Stock-pero, Porlock, Culbone, 
Oare, Brendon, Linton, Challacombe, Highbray, North Molton, Twitchin, 
Molland, Winsford, Dulverton, Luckham, Cutcombe, Wooton-Courtenay, Count- 
isbury, West Anstey, East Anstey, Martinhoe, Charles, Bishop's Nympton, East 
Buckland, and Parracombe, or some of them in the said Counties of Somerset 
and Devon, who have been accustomed or ought to pay Quit or Chief Rents to 
the Kingfs most Excellent Majesty, and who owe Suit and Service at the 
Swainmote Courts within the said Forest have or claim to have a Right for their 
respective Tenants or Occupiers of such old enclosed Tenements to turn out and 
depasture their Sheep and Cattle upon the said Forest upon Payment of certain 

Sums in respect thereof [proceeds to quote Act 41, George HI, cap. 109] 

Richard Hawkins, of Kingsbridge, in the county of Devon, gentleman, and 
Thomas Abraham, of White Lackington, in the county of Somerset, gentleman, 
and their successors be nominated and appointed Commissioners for dividing, 
allotting, and enclosing the said Forest 
2. — Commissioners to be sworn and form of oath. 
3. — Provision for the appointment of new Commissioners. 

4. — If Commissioners of Woods neglect to appoint New Commissioners ; acting 
Commissioner to make Appointments. 
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5. — Commissioners neglecting to attend Meetings, &c., considered as Refusals 
to act. 

6. — Commissioners to appoint a Clerk. 

7. — Appointment of Umpire — John Bricklade, of Stoodley, in the County of 
Devon, Esquire. 

8. — Umpire to take oath — ^form of oath. 

9. — Appointment of Surveyor or Surveyors to view, survey, and measure the 
said Forest, make map or plan setting forth number of Statute Acres to be 
certified upon oath and delivered to the Commissioners. 

10. — Surveyor to take oath — form of oath. 

II. — Election of new Surveyor in case of death. 

12. — If Commissioners of Woods neglect to appoint Surveyor, the Commissioners 
under this Act to do so. 

13. — Time for executing Act. From delivery of Survey of the Forest, Com- 
missioners to make their first Award within Two Years, and final Award 
within Four Years after the passing of this Act 

14. — The Commissioners and Umpire for the time being to be paid the sum of 
three guineas a day and no more for each day's actual attendance touching 
the Execution of this Act, including all charges whatsoever except money 
paid for Rooms wherein such meetings are held. 

15. — The first Meeting of the Commissioners shall be held at the Red Lion in 
Dulverton within Two Months after the passing of this Act. 
• 16. — Notices, and how to be given. 

17. — ^Allotments for repairs of roads and watering places for cattle. 

18. — No Marl, Stone, Gravel, Sand, &c., to be carried out of the Forest. Penalty. 

19. — Power to lay out new Roads, and to divert or stop old ones. 

20. — Bridle Roads and Footpaths, the making and repair thereof. 

21. — After the Survey has been made, the boundaries settled. Highways, Bridle 
Roads, Footpaths, Watering Places for Cattle, and places for getting 
Materials for the Repair of Roads, &c., shall have been set out : the Com- 
missioners to value the whole of the Forest, and allot to the King so much 
of the said Forest as in the judgment of the said Commissioners shall be 
equal in value to Twelve Twenty-second parts of the whole, which shall be 
as near to the centre of the Forest as conveniently may be. 

22. — The Commissioners to allot to Sir Thomas Dyke Acland such part of the 
Remainder of the Forest as shall be equal in value to one eighth Part of the 
Whole in lieu of all Tithes. 

23. — ^Allotment made to the King to be enrolled in Exchequer and Land 
Revenue. 

24. — Commissioners to allot amongst the Earl of Carnarvon, Sir Thomas Dyke 
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Acland, John Palmer Chichester, Thomas Thornton, William Moggridge 
Stawell, and several other persons, owners of Estates in Hawkridge and 
Withypool, to which Free Suits are attached, such Part of the said Forest 
as shall be equal in value to the respective Rights and Interests which such 
Owners are entitled to exercise upon the Forest according to the Present- 
ments made annually at the Court of Swainmote holden within the Forest 

25. — Commissioners to allot all the Remainder of the Forest amongst the several 
Persons entitled thereto in respect of their old inclosed Tenements situate 
in the Parishes aforesaid who owe Suit and Service at the Swainmote Courts 
within the Forest, and have of Right been accustomed to pay any less Toll 
than Five pence per Head for depasturing their Sheep on the Forest : in 
Proportion according to the annual Value of such old enclosed Tenements 
respectively. 

26. — Owners of Free Suits entitled to share of residue in certain cases. 

27. — Proprietors to produce accounts of lands in respect whereof they claim 
rights of Common. 

28. — Power for Commissioners to call for Property Tax Assessments. 

29. — Provides for the Shortening of boundary fences. 

30. — Persons dissatisfied with Boundaries as set out may try Rights at Law. 

31. — Claims to be delivered to Commissioners in writing. 

32. — Power for Commissioners to settle disputes. 

33. — Commissioners not to determine Titles to Estates. 

34. — Commissioners may assess Costs. 

35. — Power to try Rights by an Issue at Law. 

36. — In case of death of parties before Actions brought, same carried on in their 
names. 

37. — Persons in possession not to be molested except in cases of Encroachments 
made within a period of Twenty years. 

38. — Simons Bath Farm not to be subject to the power of the Commissioners 
but to remain vested in His Majesty free from Tithes, &c. 

39. — The Forest for ever to be exempt from Tithes. 

40. — Inclosure not to impede usual communications. 

41. — Allotments by whom and how fenced, and fences afterwards kept in repair. 

42. — Moss pits or Turbaries on the Forest incapable of drainage to be left open. 

43. — After the passing of this Act, no person to take away Fern, Heath, Gorse, 
or cut, dig, or take away any Turf or soil of the Lands to be enclosed : 
penalty not exceeding £$. 

44. — After allotments are made Rights of Common and other Rights to cease. 

45. — Rights of Common suspended before Execution of Award. 

46. — Owners of Common Rights may have allotmentslaid together. 
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47. — ^Allotments to be delineated on plan and shown to proprietors. 

48. — Any person selling his Common Right the allotment to be made to the 
purchaser. 

49. — Commissioners of Woods and Forests empowered to purchase Lands. 

Sa — Allotments of same tenure. 

51. — Separate allotments made for Estates held by different tenures. 

52. — After the final award of the Commissioners shall be made the whole Forest 
shall be disafforested and for ever remain discharged from all Forestal 
Rights, Jurisdiction, Rents, Customs, and Services. 

53« — Exchanges allowed to be made. 

54. — Expenses of exchange and by whom made. 

55. — Leases at Rack Rents void as to allotment of Common. 

56.-- Wills and Settlements not affected. 

57. — No sheep or lambs shall be kept in any of the new Inclosures unless the 
same be properly fenced, &c. 

58. — Satisfaction made for unequal share of Boundary Fences. 

59. — Commissioners may make alterations in allotments and in private roads if 
they think proper ; but not in His Majesty's allotment. 

6o. — Expenses of Act paid by His Majesty. 

61. — What expenses paid by proprietors. 

62. — Power to sell or mortgage allotments. 

63. — The Commissioners after completing the subdivision and allotment of the 
Forest to draw up their final Award and deposit the same with the Clerks 
of the Peace for the counties of Somerset and Devon, where the same may 
be inspected and perused at all seasonable times for ever thereafter by any 
person paying the sum of One Shilling and no more to the said Clerks or 
their Deputies for every such Inspection. And two copies of such Award 
shall be enrolled one at the Court of Exchequer at Westminster, and the 
other at the ofiice of the Auditor of Land Revenue, there to remain 
preserved amongst the Muniments of the ofHce of the Surveyor-General of 
Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues. 

64. — Accounts to be examined and balanced by two Magistrates annually. 

65. — ^Money advanced repaid with interest 

f:6. — Appeal. Notice. Distress. Final. Certiorari. Costs. 

67. — Commissioners of Woods and Forests empowered to sell the King's 
Allotment 

68. — Purchasers to have Certificates for purchase money enrolled in the ofHce 
of the Auditor of Land Revenue. 

69. — Neglecting to pay purchase money into the Bank of England within time 
specified. 
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JO. — Whereas it may happen that some part of the said Forest may hereafter 
become inhabited, in which case the inhabitants thereof, by reason of its 
remote distance from any Parish Church, and of its being locally situate out 
of the limits or boundaries of any parish, will have no place of public 
worship to resort to. Be it enacted that such quantity of land as shall be 
necessary for the site of a Church and for a Churchyard or Cemetery, and 
the site of a Parsonage House and offices to be erected and built, and for 
a Garden, Yard, or Homestead to be attached thereto to the extent in the 
whole of ten acres at the least ; shall be reserved by the Crown out of the 

lands to be allotted to His Majesty and the Commissioners 

of His Majesty's Treasury shall out of the land revenues of the Crown cause 

a Church and a fit and convenient Parsonage House to be erected 

the Church to be consecrated according to the usage of the Church of 
England, and shall be called the Parish Church of Exmoor, and that the 
said Forest shall for ever thereafter form and be a distinct parish of itself, 
and be called by the Name of The Parish of Exmoor. 

71. — Ground used as Churchyard to continue so. 

72. — Plan of Church to be approved by the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

73. — Church to be deemed a perpetual Cure subject to the visitations of the 
Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells and the ordinary Ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
as by Law established. 

74. — Minister of the said Church to be allowed a yearly stipend of ;f 150, to be 
paid half yearly by the Treasury out of the Land Revenues of the Crown, 

75. — Patronage of the Living to belong to the King and his successors for ever. 

y6. — Marriages solemnized in the Church. 

77. — Christenings registered, 

78. — The Parish to be subject to all Laws relative thereto. 

79. — Parish may be divided into Townships. 

8a — Proviso respecting His Majesty's rights as to Mines, &c. 

81. — Proviso respecting Private Rights. 

82, — General Saving. 



INSCRIPTION ON TOMBSTONE IN OARE 



CHURCHYARD. 



Oare churchyard contains but few memorials of the many 
generations of dead that He buried within its quiet precindis. 
But among those still remaining the most ancient is one to 
which reference has been made in a foot note on page 99, 
and which may be seen near the east or chancel end of the 
church. The inscription on this tombstone having by the 
ravages of time become almost illegible — yet saved from 
absolute effecement by the kindly growth of moss and lichen 
adhering to it — ^an attempt was made in the autumn of 1890 
to re-cut the lettering. This, however, was found to be 
impossible, as the face of the stone [a large flat one] after 
more than two centuries of exposure to atmospheric in- 
fluences, and the disintegration arising therefrom, was too 
friable to stand the chisel. A fresh slab was therefore 
obtained from the Delabole quarries, upon which by the 
aid of a " rubbing *' the quaint epitaph was carefriUy cut in 
exact facsimile of the original. This new stone was placed 
on the top of the old one, and the tomb restored, in 1891. 
The inscription is as follows : — 



no 
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HERE LYETH THE BODY OF DAVID 

RAWLE OF YVNWORTHY WHO 
WAS BVRYED THE sth DAY OF 
FEBY ANNO D 1685 AGED 53 

HEARE VNDERNEATH THREE OF 
ONE NAME DOE LY BY GODS DECREE 
THAT LIVED SUCCESSIVELY 
AND ALSO DYED AND DID YIELD 
TO DEATH CAVSE PAINE AND LA 
BOVRS MADE THEM OUT OF BREATH 
THEY LIVD TO DY AND DYD TO LIVE 
AGAINE AND NOW REAP PLEASVRES 
FROM A WORLD OF PAINE IN PEACE 
THEY LABOVRED TILL THEIR 
LABOVRS PAST IN SERVING TRVTH 
THEY REST IN PEACE AT LAST 



The verse, in metrical lines, reads as follows : — 

Here underneath three of one name* do lie, 
By God's decree that lived successively — 
And also died, and did yield to death, 
'Cause pain and labours made them out of breath. 
They lived to die, and died to live again ; 
And now reap pleasures from a world of pain. 
In peace they laboured till their labour's past — 
In serving truth they rest in peace at last. 



* The allusion to " three of one name " refers to the deceased ; his father, v^o died 1667 ; and bis 
grandfatlwr, wIk> died 1648 ; all having been baptised " David." 
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F the administrative officers of the forest 
during the reigns of the early Norman 
kings, very little appears to be known. So 
far as Exmoor is concerned, the record of 
Domesday survey mentions Dodo, Almar, 
and Godric, as being royal foresters at 
Withypool in the time of King Edward the Confessor ; 
and that Robert D*Auberville succeeded them after the 
Conquest. 

Henry II developed forest administration into a separate 
organisation ; nominating chief foresters and forest justi- 
ciaries. Richard I, in 1198, appointed Hugh Neville, Hugh 
Walley, and Hernesi Neville to be justices' itinerants of his 
forests, and commanded them to call before them arch- 
bishops, bishops, earls, barons, knights, and freeholders ; 
with the reve and four substantial men of every town or 
village, to take knowledge of the king's commandment 
touching the ordinances of the forest. These high judicial 
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officers were not attached to any forest in particular, but 
as their designation denotes, they travelled about the country 
hearing and adjudicating upon offences against the forest. 

Before proceeding to enumerate the holders of the baili- 
wick of Exmoor forest, it will assist the reader if a brief 
description be here given of the various offices under the 
forest code, and the duties pertaining to them. 

Keeper of the Forest, or forester-in-fee, was generally 
a person of considerable influence and position, who ac- 
quired the office by payment of a fine to the king, and 
was constituted guardian of the vert and venison^ as well 
as the woods, commons, and pannage which the barons, 
knights, and other freeholders held in their own right within 
the forest. 

Verderers, were judicial officers of the forest, elected by 
the freeholders under authority of the king's writ. They 
were sworn to maintain the laws of the forest ; to view, 
receive, and enroll the attachments and presentments of all 
trespasses within the forest, and to preside over the Court 
of Swanimote. 

Regarders, were ministerial officers appointed to make 
regard of the forest every third year j to enquire as to the 
lawing or expeditation of dogs j to see that the forest had 
been well administered, and the subordinate officers just in 
the discharge of their respedive duties without concealment 
or default. 

Foresters, were officers appointed to preserve the vert 
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and venison within their walks ; to attach all offenders, and to 
present them at the Court of Attachment, or the Swanimote. 
They were also responsible for the proper lawing of dogs. 

Agistors, were officers whose chief duty it was to receive 
from such persons as were entitled to common within the 
king's forest, their cattle or swine ; to depasture and attend 
upon them ; to colle<9: the fees and render an account of 
the same. 

Woodwards. These had to be appointed by all persons 
holding lands or woods within the king's forest ; it having 
been decreed that ^^ if the holders of such woods have no 
woodward, then his land shall be seized by the king till 
he make fine and replevy it ; which if not done within 
one year, it shall remain in the king's hands for ever." A 
local instance of such appointment is on record, when John 
de Bretesche, in 1258, presented to William de Briton, chief 
justice of the forest, one William de Sodden to be his wood- 
ward of the forest of Winsford, who was admitted accordingly. 

Salaries of Foresters. The following extract in Norman- 
French is from the episcopal registers at Wells. " En la 
foreste de Exmore un forester a chival sis livres et ceze 
deniers et deaus a pye quatre livres et unze souzs. Ceo est 
la somme dis livres duze souzs et quatre deniers." The 
translation being as follows : In the Forest of Exmoor one 
mounted forester six pounds and sixteen pence : and two 
on foot four pounds and eleven shillings. Which is the 
sum of ten pounds twelve shillings and four pence. 
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It is known that William de Mohun exercised forest 
rights on Exmoor by the authority of William the Con- 
queror, and this privilege in all probability continued vested 
in his son and grandson. Both of them held large pos- 
sessions in the distri<ft, and it is not unreasonable to suppose 
that they in their day also held the chief office in resped: 
of Exmoor forest. 

1 199. — William de Wrotham is the earliest of the keepers, 
or foresters-in-fee, of Exmoor, of whom anything is re- 
corded. A native of Kent, his connexion with the county 
of Somerset began in the reign of Richard I, when he 
acquired a grant of land near Langport, and the bailiwick 
of North Petherton. In 1199, upon payment of a fine of 
one hundred pounds to King John, he was appointed keeper 
of all the king's forests in Somerset and Dorset, and a few 
years later the forests of Devon and Cornwall were added to 
his jurisdidion. He died sometime in the latter half of 
the reign of John, and was succeeded by his eldest son and 
heir William. 

1 2 10 [circa]. — William de Wrotham, the second of that 
name, was made Archdeacon of Taunton in 1204, but, not- 
withstanding his position in the church, he held for some 
little time the office of chief forester of Exmoor. Having, 
however, succeeded to several other important offices formerly 
held by his late fiither — Warden of the Cinque Ports being 
one of them — he appears to have made over his interests, 
so far as the forest ^^^s concerned, to his brother Richard. 
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12 12. — Richard de Wrotham was the next keeper of 
Exmoor forest, and held the office for several years. He 
died in 1225, and was succeeded by his son Richard. 

1225. — Richard de Wrotham, the second of that name, 
upon the death of his father, in 1225, paid a fine of fifty 
marks to be admitted to the bailiwick of the forests in 
Somerset, which his ancestors held before him ; and being 
at that time a minor, John le Mareschall and John Erlegh 
became his sureties. In 1241, he was one of the justices 
of the Court of Common Pleas, and a knight. During the 
period of his tenure as forester-in-fee of Exmoor, he appears 
to have unjustly made considerable annexations to that forest, 
to the great injury of the inhabitants ; and specific mention 
of his reafforestations occur in the record of the Perambu- 
lation of Exmoor forest made in 1279 : \see Perambulation 
y^.] He died 35th Henry III, 1250-1, seised of the manor 
of Newton, in North Petherton, and lands in Exton and 
Hawkridge, with other manoriaKestates and possessions in 
the county. But, dying without issue, his lands were divided 
amongst his four sisters, the eldest of whom, Muriel, was 
wife of Hugh de Placetis, and her eldest son William suc- 
ceeded to the forestership. 

1 25 1. — William de Placetis was admitted to the bailiwick 
of Exmoor forest in 1251, by payment of a fine to the 
king of four heifers and one young bull ; or for each of 
them ten pence. [Esc. 35 Henry III.] During his forester- 
ship, extending over a period of twenty-three years,. Adam 
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de Joans and Robert de la Sterte were verderers in 1257 ; 
and Philip de Luccombe and Richard Bradlegh in 1270. 
William de Placetis — Plesset the name is written in the 
record of Forest Pleas, heard at Ilchester, in 1270 — died 
in 1274, and was succeeded by his son Richard. 

1274. — Richard de Placetis became keeper of Exmoor 
forest in 1274, and held the oiEce for fifteen years. Upon 
his death in 1289, without issue, his lands were divided 
between his three sisters, Sabina, wife of Nicholas Peche, 
Avelina, wife of Thomas Durrant, and Emma, wife of John 
Heron. Each of these sisters had a share of the manor of 
Newton, in North Petherton ; but soon after the death of 
Sir Richard de Placetis it was found that the forestership of 
the king's forests in Somerset appended to a certain messuage 
within the manor and a meadow called Windereidmede, 
which were included in the portion of Sabina Peche ; in 
right of which she was, 24th Edward I, held to be forester- 
in-fee of those forests. 

1290. — Sabina Peche was admitted keeper of Exmoor 
forest in 1290, and she appointed Peter de Hamme to be 
her deputy. Her name, and that of her deputy — ^who was 
also one of the verderers, Gilbert de la Putte being the 
other— occur in the record of the Perambulation of Exmoor 
Forest, made in 1298. She died in 13 19, and was suc- 
ceeded by her son Nicholas, who paid a fine for her lands 
in Newton. [Esc. 13 Edward II.] 

1320. — Nicholas Peche, the next forester-in-fee of Ex- 
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moor, was admitted in 1320, but held the office for a few 
years only. He was succeeded by his son Matthew. 

1324. — Matthew Peche, son and successor to Nicholas, is 
returned in the forest rolls of 1333 as keeper of Exmoor 
forest ; John de Lodehywyssh being the verderer, and Ralph 
Slade, forester on foot. His name occurs again in the records 
as keeper of the forest in 1335 and 1338, when Simon 
Roche was verderer, with Robert le Knight and Adam le 
Forster as foresters on foot. Somewhere about this time 
Matthew Peche sold all his rights in certain lands in Newton 
and Exton, and also the bailiwicks of the forest in Somerset, 
to Sir Richard d'Amory. 

1336. — Sir Richard d'Amory, the next keeper of Exmoor, 
did not retain the forest bailiwicks very long, for he appears 
to have made a grant of them in 1344 to Matthew Clivedon, 
which grant was confirmed by the king. [Pat. 1 8 Edvrard III]. 

1344. — Matthew Cuvedon succeeded as forester-in-fee of 
Exmoor in 1344, but how long he held the office does not 
appear to be exa<9:ly known. 

1363. — Richard de Actone, in 1363, was returned as 
keeper of Exmoor forest ; Ralph Perceval, his deputy j John 
Cloutsham and William Everard, verderers. In the following 
year the forest rolls record the same Richard and Ralph 
as keeper and deputy keeper of Exmoor ; John Everard 
and John Bakeler, verderers ; and William Uppington and 
John Mewsham, foresters. 

1365. — Guy de Brian, according to the forest rolls, was 
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keeper of Exmoor forest in 1365 ; Ralph Perceval, deputy 
keeper ; John Everard and John Bakeler, verderers ; John 
Mewsham, with the aforesaid Ralph Perceval, foresters. His 
name occurs again, in 1366, as keeper of the forest; John 
Carren [a forester] deputy keeper ; verderers as in the pre- 
ceding year. Again, in 1368, Guy de Brian is returned as 
keeper of the forest, with the same deputy keeper and for- 
esters ; John Raddington and William Cloutsham, verderers. 
In 1357 — 31 Edward III — the office of keeper of the 
king's forests in Somerset, was found to be part of the 
possessions of Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, in whose 
descendants, and those of the Dukes of York, it continued 
till the time of Edward IV, 1460, when it came to the 
crown. CoUinson, citing the park rolls of Petherton, says — 
" that these foresters of the Mortimer family, and also the 
Dukes of York, appointed substitutionary foresters, in whom 
their whole power was delegated " j and he gives the fol- 
lowing list of appointments. 

10 Ric. II. Richard Brittle ) By appointment of the 

14 „ Richard Brittle and Geoffrey Chaucer J Earl of March. 

21 „ Geoffrey Chaucer, by AHanor Countess of March. 

4 Hen. V. Thomas Chaucer, by Edward Earl of March. 
8 Hen. VI. William Wrothe and Thomas Attmore. 

12 „ William Wrothe. 

29 „ Sir William Bonville and Richard. Luttrell, by the Duke of York. 

33 „ Richard Stafford and Richard Luttrell. 

38 „ James Boteler Earl of Ormond. 

2 Edw. IV. Philip de St. Maur. 

5 „ John St. Alban of Ashway. 
14 „ Sir Giles D'Aubeny for life. 
23 Hen. VII. Robert Wrothe for 30 years. 
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From this list it will be seen that the system of appointing 
deputies was not inaugurated by the Mortimers until 1378, 
that is, ten years later than the date of the last forest in- 
quisition given herein, when Guy de Brian was keeper of 
Exmoor. But whether these vicarious appointments, which 
apparently ended in 1460, applied to forests other than 
Petherton is not quite clear. 

Giles Lord Daubeney — from a letter written by that 
nobleman in the reign of Henry VII — undoubtedly appears 
to have exercised, next to the sovereign, paramount authority 
in respe<9: of Exmoor forest ; probably in right of a grant 
from the king, with whom he stood in high favour ; although 
It is equally evident from the tenor of the document alluded 
to \see page 81], that Sir John Trevelyan, of Nettlecombe, 
was the a<9:ing custodian at that time. 

Sir Hugh Pollard was keeper of Exmoor forest in the 
reign of Henry VIII, so probably the grant made to Robert 
Wrothe, in 1507-8, was in resped of Petherton only. For 
soon after the expiration of the thirty years term, his son 
and heir. Sir Thomas Wrothe, in the year 1549, purchased 
from Edward VI, the fee of the park and manor of Newton. 
Three years later, in 1552, he petitioned the king to be 
admitted forester-in-fee of the royal forests of Exmoor, 
Neroche, Mendip, and Selwood ; as being one of the de- 
scendants of William de Wrotham, lord of the manor of 
Newton-Forester in the time of Richard I ; and as being 
the inheritor and possessor of the greatest part of the manor. 



n 



r 



i 



u 



122 



Annals of Exmoor Forest. 



What was done in the matter does not appear, but Collinson 
says, ^^that in 1678, an allegation of this petition and right 
by the guardians of Sir Thomas Wrothe, prevented a person 
of great eminence from being appointed warden of Exmoor 
forest." 

Sir John Poyntz, knight, was chief forester, and Roger 
Sydenham, of North Quarum in the parish of Exton, gent., 
the ranger of Exmoor forest in 1592 ; their names occurring 
in the record of certain proceedings before the Star Chamber 
Court, 34th Elizabeth, as holding at that date the appoint- 
ments above mentioned. 

From the beginning of the Tudor period, downwards, 
Exmoor forest, when not settled by way of royal jointure 
or dowry, seems generally to have been granted on lease 
to individuals of position and influence, such as the Earl 
of Pembroke and Marquis of Ormonde. Eventually the 
forest leases were held by the Acland family. Sir Thomas 
Dyke Acland, a predecessor of the present baronet, being 
the last lessee under the Crown. 
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APPENDIX A. 
CONSTITUTIONES DE FORESTA. Canute. ioi8. 

[Text firom Spelman and Thorpe] . 

HiEC sunt Sanctiones de Foresta, quas ^o Canutus Rex cum consilio primarorium 
hominum meorum condo et facio, ut cunctis r^;ni Angliae ecclesiis et pax et justitia fiat, 
et ut omnis delinquens secundum modum delicti et delinquentis fortunam patiatur. 
i.^— Sunt jam deinceps quatuor ex liberalioribus hominibus, qui habent salvas suas debitas 

consuetudines, quos Angli pegenes appellant, in qualibet regni mei provincia constituti, 

ad adjustam distribuendam, una cum poena merita et materiis forestae cuncto populo 

meo, tam Anglis quam Danis, per totam regnum meum Angliae, quos quatuor 

primarios forests appellendos censemus. 
2. — Sint sub quolibet horum, quatuor ex mediocribus hominibus, quos Angli lespegnes 

nuncupant, Dani vero "yoongmen" vocant, locati, qui curvam et onus tum viridis 

tum veneris suscipiant* 
3. — In administranda autem justitia nullatemis volo ut tales se intromittant : mediocresque 

tales post ferarum curam susceptam, pro liberalibus semper habeantur, quos Dani 

^ ealdermen ^ appellant 
4. — Sub horum iterum quolibet sint duo minutorum hominum, quos ''Tineman" Angli 

dicunt : hi noctumam curam et veneris et viridis tum servilia opera subibunt. 
5. — Si talis minutus servus fuerit, tam cito quam in foresta nostra locabitur, liber esto ; 

omnesque hos ex sumptibus nostris manutenebimus. 
6. — Habeat etiam quilibet anno de nostra warda, quam "michni" Angli appellant duos 

equos, unum cum sella, alterum sine sella, unum gladium quinque ' lanceas, unum 

cuspidem, unum scutum, et ducentos solidos argenti. 
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7 — Mediocrium quilibet, unum equum, unam lanceam, unum scutum, et LX solidos argenti. 

8. — Minutorum quilibet, unam lanceam, unum arcubalistam et XV solidos argenti. 

9. — Sint omnesy tarn primarii quam medlcores et minuti, immunes, liberi, et quieti ab 
I omnibus provincialibus summonitionibus et popularibus placetis, quae ^ hundredlaghe " 

I Angli dicunt, et ab omnibus armorum oneribus, quod ''warscot" Angli dicunt, et 

' ' forensicis querelis. 

10. — Sint mediocrium et minutorum causae, et larum correctiones, tarn criminalium quam 
civilium, per providam sapientiam et rationem primariorum judictx et decisx : prim- 
ariorum vero enormia si quae fuerint (ne scelus aliquod remaneat inultum) nosmet in 
ira nostra regali puniemus. 

II. — Habeant hi quatuor unam r^[alem potestatem (salva semper nobis, nostra praesentia) 
quaterque in anno generales forestae demonstrationes, et viridis et veneris forisfactiones, 
quas " muchchunt " dicunt, ubi teneant omnes calumniam de materia aliqua tangente 
forestam eantque ad triplex judicium quod Angli ^ ofgangfordell " dicunt. Ita autem 
acquiratur illud triplex judicium Accipiat secum quinque, et sit ipse sextus, et sic 
jurando acquirat triplix juramentum. Sed pui^atis ignis nuUatenus admittatur, nisi 
ubi nuda Veritas nequit aliter investigari. 

12. — Liberalis autem homo i pegen, modo crimen suum non sit inter majora, habeat fidelem 
[^ hominem, qui possit pro eo jurare juramentum, i ^ forathe : " si autem non habet, 

ipsemet juret, nee perdonetur ei aliquod juramentum. 

13. — Si advena vel peregrinus qui de longinquo venerit sit calumniatus de foresta, et talis 
est sua inopia, ut non possit habere plegium ad primam calumniam, qualem nuUus 
Anglus judicare potest ; tunc subeat captionem r^;is, et ibi expectet quousque vadat 
ad judicium ferri et aquae : attamen si quis extraneo aut perq^no de longe venienti 
sibi ipsi nocet, si aliquod judicium judicaverunt. 

14. — Quicunque coram primarios homines meos forestae in falso testimonio steterit et 
victus fuerit, non sit dignus imposterum stare aut portare testimonium, quia legali- 
tatem suam perdidit, et pro culpa solvat regi decem solidos, quos Dani vocant 
" halfehang," alias '* halsefang." 

15. — Si quis vim aliquam primariis forestae mea intulerit, si liberalis sit, amittat libertatem 
et omnia sua ; si villanus, abscindatur dextra. 

16. — Si alteruter iterum peccaverit reus sit mortis. 

17. — Si quis autem contra primarium pugnaverit, in plito emendit secundem pretium sui 
ipsius, quod Angli ** pere " et ^ pite '^ dicunt et solvat primario quadraginta solidos. 

18. — Si pacem quis fregerit ante mediocres forestae, quod dicunt *'grithbrech" emendet 
X regni decem solidos. 

19. — Si quis mediocrium aliquem cum ira percusserit, emendetur prout interfectio ferae 

regalis mihi emendari solet I 

20. — Si quis delinquens in foresta nostra capetur, poenas luet secundum modum et genus 
delicti. 
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21. — Pcena et forisfactio non una eademque erit liberalis, quern Dani ^ ealderman " vocant 
et illiberalis : domini et servi, noti et ignoti : nee una eademque erit causarum turn 
civilium turn criminaliumy ferarum forests et ferarum regalium: viridis et veneris 
tractatis : nam crimen veneris ab antique inter majora et non immerito numerabatur : 
viridis vero (fractione chaceae nostras regalis excepta) ita pusillum et exiguum est, 
quod vix ea respicit nostra constitutio: qui in hoc tamen deliquerit, sit criminis 
forests reus. 

22. — Si liber aliquis feram forests ad cursum impulerit, sive casu, sive prshabita voluntate, 
ita ut cursu celeri cognatur fera anhelare, decum solidis regi emendet ; si illiberalis 
dupliciter emendet ; si servus, careat corio. 

23. — Si vero harum aliquot interfecerit, solvat dupliciter et persolvat, sitque pretii sui reus 
contra regem. 

24. — Sed si regalem feram, quam Angli " staggon " appellant, alteruter coegerit anhelare, 
alter per unam annum, alter per duos, careat libertate naturali ; si vero servus, pro 
utl^[ato habeatur, quem Angli *' f rendlesman " vocant. 

25. — Si vero occiderit, armittat liber scutum libertatis ; si sit illiberalis caveat libertate : 
si servus, vita. 

26. — Episcopi, abbates, et barones mei non calumniabuntur pro venatione, si non regales 
feras occiderint : et si regales restabunt rei regi pro libito suo sine certa emendatione. 

27. — Sunt alls (prster feras forests) bestis, qus dum inter septa et sepes forests 
continentur, emendationi subjacent : quales sunt capreoli, lepores, et cuniculi. Sunt 
et alia quamplurima animalia, qus quanquam infra septa forests vivunt, et oneri et 
curs mediocrium subjacent, forests tamen nequaquam censeri possunt, qualia sunt 
bubali, vaces et similia. Vulpes et lupi nee forests nee veneris habentur, et proinde 
eorum interfectio nulli emendationi subjacet Si tamen infra limites occiduntur, 
fractio sit regalis chacs, eo mitius emendatur. Aper vero quanquam forests sit, 
nullatenus tamen animal veneris haberi est assuetus. 

28. — Bosco nee sulbosco nostro sine licentia primariorum forests nemo manum apponat ; 

quod si quis fecerit, reus sit fractionis regalis chacs. ' 

29. — Si quis vero ilicem aut arborem aliquam, que victum feris suppedidat, sciderit, prster 
fractionem regalis chaces, emendet regi virginti solidis. 

3a — Volo ut omnis liber homo pro libito suo habeat venerem sive viridem in planis suis 
super terras suas, sine chacea tamen ; et devitent omnes meam ubieunque eam habere 
voluere. 

3 Id — ^NuUus medioeris habebit nee eustodiet canes quos Angli '' greihounds " appellant. 
Liberal! vero, dum genuiscissio eorum facta fuerit coram primario forests, lieebit ; 
aut sine genuiseissione, dum remoti sunt a limitibus forests per deeem milliaria : 
quando vero propius venerint, emendet quodlibet milliare uno solido. Si vero infra 
septa forests reperiatur, dominus canis forisfaciet et deeem solidos r^. 
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32. — Velteres vero, quos "langeran" appellant, quia manifeste constat in iis nihil esse 
periculi, cuilibet licebit sine genuiscissione eos custodire. Idem de canibus quos 
" ramhundt " vocant. 

33. — Quod si casu inauspicato hujusmodi canes rabidi fiant et ubique vagantur, n^ligentia 
dominorum, redduntur illiciti, et emendetur regi pro illicitis, etc. Quod si intra septa 
forestae reperiantur, talis exquiratur hems, et emendet secundum pretium hominis 
mediocris quod secundem legem Werinorum i Thuringorum est ducentorum solidorum. 

34* — Si canis rabidus momorderit feram, tunc emendet secundum pretium hominis liberalis, 
quod est duodecies solidos centum. Si vero fera regalis morsa fuerit, reus sit maximi 
criminis. 



APPENDIX B. 
ASSISA DE FORESTA. Henrici II. 1184. 

HiEC est assisa Domini Henrici Regis filii Matildis, in Anglia, de foresta et venatione sua, 

per consilium et assensum archiepiscoporum, episcoporum, et baronum, comitum et 

nobilium Angliae apud Wudestoke. 

I. — Primum defendit quod nullus ei forisfaciat de venatione sua nee de foristis suis in uUa 
re : et non vult quod confident in hoc quod habuerit misericordiam de illis propter 
eorum cattala hue usque qui ei forisfecerunt de venatione sua et de forestis suis. Nam 
si quis ei amodo forisfecerit et inde convictus fuerit, plenariam vult de illo habere 
justitiam qualis fuit facta tempore Regis Henrici avi sui. 

2. — Item defendit quod nullus habeat arcus, nee sagittas, nee canes, nee leporarios in 
forestis suis, nisi habeat warrantum regem vel aliquem alium qui ei warantizare poterit. 

3. — Item defendit quod nullus donet vel vendat aliquid ad destructionem vel vastum bosci 
sui, qui sunt infra forestam Regis Henrici : concedit bene qiibd capiant de boscis eorum 
quod necesse eis fuerit [se estoveria] sine vasto, et haec per visum forestarii reg^s. 

4. — Item praecepit quod omnes illi qui habent boscos infra metas forests Regis, ponant 
idoneos forestarios in boscis eorum, de quibus forestariis ipsi quorum bosci fuerint sint 
plegii, vel tales inveniant plegios idoneos qui emendare poterunt si forestarii in aliquo 
forisfecerint quod domino regi pertineat Et illi qui extra metas reguardi boscos 
habeant in quibus venatio Domini Regis pacem habet nullum forestarium habeant, 
nisi assisam Domini Regis juraverint et pacem venationis suae, et custodem aliquem 
ad boscum ejus custodiendum. 

5. — Item praecipit Dominus Rex quod forestarii sui capiant curam super forestam militum 
et aliorum qui habent boscos infra metas forests Regis, quod bosci non destruantur ; 
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nam si super hoc fuerint destructi bosci, sciant bene illi quorum bosci fuerint destructi, 
quod de ipsismet vel de eorum terns capietur emendatio et non de alio. 

6. — Item Dominus Rex praecepit quod omnes forestarii sui jurent quod secundum posse suum 
tenebunt assisam ejus qualem earn fecit de forestis suis ; et quod non vexabunt milites 
neque alios probos homines de hoc quod Dominus Rex concedit illis de boscis eorum. 

7. — Item Rex praecepit quod in quolibet comitatu in quo habet venationem, ponantur xij 
milites ad custodiendum venationem suam et viridem cum foresta ; et jv milites 
ponantur ad agistandum boscos suos, et ad recipiendum panagium suum et custodi- 
endum ; et defendit Rex quod nullus agistet boscos suos infra metas forests antequam 
bosci Regis agistentur ; et incipit agistamentum Domini Regis quindecim dies ante 
festum Sancti Michaelis, et durat quindecim dies post festum Sancti Michaelis. 

8. — Et Rex praecepit quod si forestarius ejus habeat boscos dominicos Domini Regis in 
custodia sua, et illi bosci fuerint destructi, et non possit nee sciat justam causam 
monstrare quare bosci destruantur nihil aliud capiatur a forestario nisi proprium corpus. 

9. — Item Rex defendit quod nullus clericus ei forisfaciat def venatione sua nee de forestis 
suis : praecepit bene forestariis suis quod si invenerint eos foresfacientes, non dubitent 
in eos manum ponere, ad eos retinendum et attachiandum et ipse eos bene 
warantizabit. 

ID. — Item Rex praecepit quod sua essarta videantur [in quolibet tertio anno] nova et 
Vetera ; et purpresturae suae, et vasta forestae, et quod inbreviantur quaelibet per se. 

II. — Item Rex praecepit quod [archiepiscopi, episcopi] comites et barones et milites ct 
Hbere tenentes et omnes homines veniant ad summonitionem magistri forestarii sui, 
sicut se defendi volunt ne incidant in misericordiam Domini Regis, ad placitandum 
placita Domini Regis de forestis suis, et alia negotia sua facienda in comitatu. 

12. — Apud Wodestoke Rex praecepit, quicunque foresfecerit de foresta sua semel, de ipso 
salvi plegii capiantur ; et si iterum forisfecerit, similiter : si autem tertio forisfecerit, 
pro tertio forisfacto nulli alii plegii capiantur de illo, nee aliquid aliud nisi proprium 
corpus forisfacientis. 

13. — Item praecipit quod omnis homo habens aetatem xij annorum, manens infra pacem 
venationis, juret ejus pacem, et clerici laicum feodum tenentes. 

14. — Item praecipit quod expeditatio mastivorum fiat ubicunque ferae suae pacem habent 
et habere consueverunt. 

15. — Item praecipit quod nullus tannator vel dealbator coriorum maneat in forestis suis 
extra burgum. 

16. — Item Rex praecipit quod nullus de cetero chaceat uUo modo ad capiendas feras per 
noctem infra forestam neque extra, ubicunque ferae suae frequentant vel pacem habent 
aut habere consueverunt, sub poena imprisonamenti unius anni et faciendo finem et 
redemptionem ad voluntatem suam, et quod nullus sub eadem poena faciat aliquam 
forstallationem feris suis vivam vel mortuam inter forestam suam et boscos vel alia 
loco per ipsum vel progenitores suos deafforestatos. 
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APPENDIX C. 

CARTA DE FORESTA. Johan. A.D. 1203. 

Johannes Dei gratia Rex Anglie, etc. Sciatis nos deaforestasse totam Deyoniam de 
omnibus que ad forestam et ad forestarios pertinent, usque ad metas antiquorum regar- 
dorum de Dertemora et Exemora que regarda fuerunt tempore Regis Henrici primi. 

Ita quod tota Devonia et homines in ea manentes et heredes eorum sint deaforestati 
omnio et quieti et soluti de nobis et heredibus nostris imperpetuam de omnibus que ad 
forestam et ad forestarios pertinent ; exceptis duabus moris prenominatis scilicet Derte- 
mora et Exemora per predictas metas. 

Volumus etiam et concedimus quod predicti homines Devonie et heredes eorum 
habeant consuetudines infra regarda morarum iiiarum, sicut habere consueverant tempore 
predicti Regis Henrici, faciendo inde consuetudines quas inde facere tunc consueverant et 
debuerant. 

Et quod liceat eis, qui volurint, extra predictas metas essartare, parcos facere 
omnimodam venationem capere, canes, arcus, et sagittas, et alia omnimoda arma habere 
et saltatoria facere ; nisi in divisis predictarum morarum, ubi non potuerint saltatoria vel 
haias facere. 

Et si canes eorum excurrerint in forestam nostram, volumus quod ipsi inde deducantur, 
sicut et alii barones et milites inde deducantur, qui sunt deaforestati et qui marchiant alibi 
foreste nostre. 

Et volumus quod unus turnus vicecomitis tantum fiat per annum in comitatu Devonie 
et ille turnus fiat post festum Sancti Michaelis, ad inquirendum placita corone et alia que 
ad coronam pertinent, sine occasionibus alicui faciendis, et quod plures tumos non faciat, 
nisi pro placitis corone, cum evenerint attachiandis cum coronatoribus et propter pacem 
assecurandam ; ita quidem quod in itinere illo nichil capiat ad opus suum. De prisonibus 
vero qui capti fuerint in comitatu Devonie, de quibus vicecomes habeat potestatem eos 
deplegiandi et quorum plegiagium comitatus Devonie voluerint super se capere, volumus 
et concedimus quod per consilium eorum replegientur : ita quod per odium vel occasionem 
vicecomes ulterius in prisona non detineantur. 

Et si vicecomes injusta graveverit predictos homines Devonie et inde convictus fuerit, 
incidat in misericordiam nostram ; et nos de eo misericordiam capiemus, et alium vice- 
comitem eis substituemus, qui eos bene et legaliter tractabit. 

Test — Dn2. Hereberto Sarum episcopo. 
Gaufr'o fil* Petri com' Essex. 
Bald' com' Albemar* 
Willo com* de Ferrar. 
HenL Com* Hereford. 
Willo de Braos. 

Dat* per manum d*ni S. Cycestr' electi, apud Winton xviij die Mail anno regni nostro 
quinto. [May i8th, 1203]. 
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APPENDIX D. 

CARTA DE FORESTA. Henrici III. A.D. 1217. 

[The original charter is preserved in Durham Cathedral] . 

Henricus Dei gratia Rex Angliae, Dominus Hiberniae, Dux Normanniac, Aquitanniac, et 
Comes Andegaviae, archiepiscopis, episcopis, abbatibus, prioribus, comitibus, baronibus, 
justitiariis. forestariis, vicecomitibus, praepositis, ministris, et omnibus ballivis et iidelibus 
suis, salutem. Sciatis quod intuitu Dei et pro salute animae nostras et animarum 
antecessorum et successorum nostrorum, ad exaltationem Sancte Ecclesiae et emenda- 
tionem regni nostri, concessimus et hac praesenti carta confirmavimus pro nobis et 
heredibus nostris in perpetuum de consilio venerabilis patris nostri Gualonis tituli Sancti 
Martini presbiteri cardinalis et apostolicae sedis legati, domini Walteri Eboracensis 
archiepiscopi, Willelmi Londoniensis episcopi, et aliorum episcoporum Angliae, et Willelmi 
Marescalli comitis Penbrociae, rectoris nostri et reg^i nostri, et aliorum fidelium comitum 
et baronum nostrorum Angliae, has libertates subscriptas tenendas in regno nostro Angliae, 
in perpetuum. 

I. — In primis omnes forestae quas Henricus Rex avus noster afforestavit videantur per 
bonos et iegales homines, et si boscum aiiquem alium quam suum dominicum 
afforestaverit ad dampnum illius cujus boscus fuerit, deafforestentur. Et si boscum 
suum proprium afforestaverit, remaneat foresta, salva communa de herbagio et aiiis 
in eadem foresta illis qui eam prius habere consueverent. 
2. — Homines qui manent extra forestam non veniant de cetero coram justitiariis nostris de 
foresta per communes summonitiones, nisi sint in placito, vel plegii alicujus vel 
aliquorum qui attachiati sunt propter forestam. 
3. — Omnes autem bosci qui fuerunt afforestati per Regem Ricardum avunculum nostrum, 
vel per Regem Johannem patrem nostrum usque ad primam coronationem nostram, 
statim deafforestentur, nisi fuerit dominicus boscus noster. 
4. — Archiepiscopi, episcopi, abbates, priores, comites et barones et milites et libere 
tenentes, qui boscos suos habent in foristis, habeant boscos suos sicut eos habuerunt 
tempore primae coronationis predicti Regis Henrici avi nostri, ita quod quieti sint in 
perpetuum de omnibus purpresturis, vastis et assartis, factis in illis boscis, post iilud 
tempus usque ad principium secundi anni coronationis nostras. Et qui de cetero 
vastum, purpresturam, vel assartum sine iicentia nostra in illis fecerint, de vastis et 
assartis respondeant. 
5. — Reguardores nostri eant per forestas ad faciendum reguardum sicut fieri consuevit 

tempore primae coronationis predicti Regis Henrici avi nostri, et non aliter. 
6. — Inquisitio, vel visus de expcditatione canum existentium in foresta, de cetero fiat 
quando debet fieri reguardum, scilicet de tertio anno in tertium annum ; et tunc fiat 
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per visum et testimonium legalium hominum et non aliter. Et ille cujus canis 
inventus fuerit tunc non expeditatus det pro misericordia tres solidos, et de cetero 
nullus bos capiatur pro expeditatione. Talis autem sit expeditatio per assisam 
communiter quod tres ortilli abscidantur sine pelota de pede anterior! ; nee expedi- 
tentur canes de cetero nisi in locis ubi consueverunt expeditari tempore primse 
coronationis Regis Henrici avi nostri. 

7. — Nullus forestarius vel bedellus de cetero faciat scotale, vel coUigat garbas vel avenam 
vel bladum aliud vel agnos vel porcellos, nee aliquam collectam faciant ; et per visum 
et sacramentum duodecim reguardorum quando facient reguardum, tot forestarii 
ponantur ad forestas custodiendas, quod ad illas custodiepdas rationabiliter viderint 
sufficere. 

8. — Nullum suanimotum de cetero teneatur in regno nostro nisi ter in anno ; videlicet in 
principio quindecim dierum ante festum Sancti Michaelis quando agistatores 
conveniunt ad agistandum dominicos boscos nostros ; et circa festum Sancti Martini 
quando agistatores nostri debent recipere pannagium nostrum ; et ad ista duo 
suanimota conveniant forestarii, viridarii et agistatores, et nullus alius per distric- 
tionem : et tertium suanimotum teneantur in initio quindecim dierum ante festum 
Sancti Johannis Baptists, pro feonatione bestiarum nostrarum, et ad istud suanimotum 
tenendem conveniant forestarii et viridarii et nulli alii per districtionem. Et praeterea 
singulis quadraginta diebus per totam annum conveniant viridarii et forestarii ad 
videndum attachiamenta de foresta, tarn de viridi, quam de venatione per presen- 
tationem ipsorum forestariorum, et coram ipsis attachiatis. Predicta autem suanimota 
non teneantur nisi in comitatibus in quibus teneri consueverunt. 

9. — Unusquisque liber homo agistet boscum suum in foresta pro voluntate sua et habeat 
pannagium suum. Concedimus etiam quod unusquisque liber homo possit ducere 
porcos suos per dominicum boscum nostrum, libere et sine impedimento, ad 
agistandum eos in boscis suis propriis vel alibi ubi voluerit. Et si porci alicujus 
liberi hominis una nocte pernoctaverint in foresta nostra, non inde occasionetur ita 
quod aliquid de suo perdat. 

10. — Nullus de cetero amittat vitam vel membra pro venatione nostra, sed si aliquis captus 
fuerit et convictus de captione venationis, graviter redimatur, si habeat unde redimi 
possit ; et si non habeat unde redimi possit, jaceat in prisona nostra per unum annum 
et unum diem ; et si post unum annum et unum diem plegios invenire possit, exeat 
a prisona ; sin autem, abjuret regnum Angliae. 

II. — Quicunque archiepiscopus, episcopus, comes, vel baro transient per forestam nostram 
liceat ei capere unam vel duas bestias per visum forestarii, si praesens fuerit; sia 
autem, faciat cornari, ne videatur furtive hoc facere. 

12. — Unusquisque liber homo de cetero sine occasione faciat in bosco suo, vel in terra sua 
quam habeat in foresta, molendinum, vivarium, stagnum marleram, fossatum, vel 
terram arabilem extra cooperatum in terra arabili, ita quod non sit ad nocumentum 
alicujus vicini. 
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13. — Unusquisque liber homo habeat in boscis suis acreas accipitrum et spernariorum et 
falconum, aquilarum, et de heyrinis, et habeant similiter mel quod inventum fuerit in 
boscis suis. 

14. — Nullus forestarius de cetero, qui non sit forestarius de feudo reddens nobis iirmam 
pro balliva sua, capiat chiminagium aliquod in balliva sua; forestarius autem de 
feudo firmam nobis reddens pro balliva sua capiat chiminagium ; videlicet pro careta 
per dimidium annum duos denarios, et per alium dimidium annum duos denarios, et 
pro equo qui portat sumagium per dimidium annum unum obolum, et per alium 
dimidium annum obolum, et non nisi de illis qui extra ballivam suam, tanquam 
mercatores, veniunt per licentiam suam in ballivam suam ad buscam, meremum, 
corticem vel carbonem emendum, et alias ducendum ad vendendum ubi voluerint : 
et de nulla alia careta vel sumagio aliquod chiminagium capiatur : et non capiatur 
chiminagium nisi in locis ubi antiquitus capi solebat et debuit. lUi autem qui 
portant super dorsum suum buscam, corticem, vel carbonem, ad vendendum, quamvis 
inde vivant, nullum de cetero dent chiminagium. De boscis autem aliorum nullum 
detur chiminagium forestariis nostris, praeterquam de dominicis boscis nostris. 

15. — Omnes utlagati pro foresta tantum a temppre Regis Henrici avi nostri usque ad 
primam coronationem nostram, veniant ad pacem nostram sine impedimento, et 
salvos plegios inveniant quod de cetero non forisfaciant nobis de foresta nostra. 

16. — Nullus castellanus vel alius teneat placita de foresta sive de viridi sive de venatione, 
sed quilibet forestarius de feudo attachiet placita de foresta tarn de viridi quam de 
venatione, et ea presentet viridariis provinciarum, et cum irrotulata fuerient et sub 
sigillis viridariorum inclusa presententur capitali forestario cum in partes illas venerit 
ad tenendum placita de foresta, et coram eo terminentur. 

17. — Has autem libertates de forestis concessimus omnibus, salvis archiepiscopis, episcopis, 
abbatibus, prioribus, comitibus, baronibus, militibus et aliis tam personis ecclesiasticis 
quam secularibus, Templariis et Hospitalariis, libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus 
in forestis et extra, in wareuniis et aliis, quas prius habuerunt. Omnes autem istas 
consuetudines predictas et libertates, quas concessimus in regno nostro tenandas 
quantum ad nos pertinet erga nostros, omnes de regno nostro tam clerici quam laici 
observent quantum ad se pertinet erga suos. Quia vero sigillum nondum habuimus, 
presentem cartam sigillis venerabilis patris nostri domini Gualonis tituli Sancti 
Martini presbyteri cardinalis, apostolicae sedis legati, et Willelmi Marescalli comitis 
Penbrokiae, rectoris nostri et regni nostri, fecimus sigillari. Testibus prxnominatis 
et aliis multis. Datum per manus praedictorum domini legati et Willelmi Marescalli 
apud Sanctum Paulum, Londoniis, sexto die Novembris anno regni nostri secundo. 
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APPENDIX E. 

CHANCERY PROCEEDINGS re EXMOOR FOREST. 

Temp. Elizabeth. 

On page 84 it is stated that Queen Elizabeth, some time prior to 1570, had granted 
certain rights and privileges in respect of Exmoor forest to one of her gentlemen 
pensioners, Mr. Robert Colshill, who seems to have had some difficulty in collecting 
his dues for pasturage, etc., as is shown by the communication addressed by Lord 
Burghley to the Earl of Bedford. These forests rights were afterwards vested in Peter 
Edgcomb, Esquire [the husband of Margaret, daughter of Sir Andrew Luttrell, of 
Dunster Castle], who, in 1585, appears to have mortgaged them; it being recorded 
in the proceedings of the Court of Chancery [Elizabeth Ex. 5, No. 58] that in 1587, 
Peter Edgcomb was plaintiff in an action brought against John Pointes, Anthony 
Throckmorton, and Walter Plummer, for the redemption of the forest and chace of 
Exmoor, mortgaged by the said Peter Edgcomb, to the defendant Plummer. The 
following brief extract from the Bill of Complaint— a lengthy document, the writing 
covering a large skin of parchment — indicates the origin and nature of the suit 

To THE Rt. Hon. Sir Christofer Hatton, Knight, Lord Chancellor 

OF England. 

"Your daylie Orator Peter Edgcomb of Mount Edgcomb in the countye of Devon, 
Esquire, having great occasyon to rise money, did about three yeares nowe last past 
make meanes to one Walter Plummer, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of London to 
procure hym fyve hundred pounds to be lent hym for a certaine tyme, which the 
said Plummer, as well in respect of the benefit w?^ he hoped to receive thereby 
himself, as for the advantage and preferment of one Anthonye Throckmorton, 
Esquire, a special friende of hys whose factor and chief Instrument the said Plum- 
mer was for the bestowinge and convertinge of the stock and monye of the said 

Throckmorton In fyne consented to lend unto your Orator fyve hundred 

pounds (beinge in truth the said Throckmorton's money) at Twenty Marks in the 
hundred for a yeare or above .... Whereupon, your Orator by hys dede Indented 
bearinge date the nynth daie of Aprill in the seven and twentieth yeare of the 
Raygne of our Souveraygne Ladye Elizabeth, in consideration of the some of fyve 
hundred pounds unto hym paid, did bargaine, sell, assigne, and settover unto the 
said Walter Plumer, all hys estate, right, title, interest, possession, remaining 
terme of yeares and demande of, in, and to the forest and chace of Exmore, and 
the custodye thereof, together with all hys right and interest of, in, and to all 
stipends, fees. Rents, Courts, Swanimote Courts, proffyts, amercyments, fynes, etc." 
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Peter Edgcomb does not seem to have been successful in his suit, but appears rather 
to have come to some arrangement with one of the defendants, for about that date 
Sir John Poyntz acquired from the Queen a life interest in the bailiwick of Exmoor 
forest, with the custody thereof. And in the following year, November 25th, 1588, in 
the same Court [Elizabeth P.p. 5, No. 34] he sought to recover from Richard Thome 
certain deeds relating to the forest and chace of Exmoor. The gist of the Bill and 
•Answer being as follows : — 



To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SiR CHRISTOFER HaTTON, KNYGHT OF THE MOST 
HONORABLE ORDER OF THE GARTER AND LORD CHANCELLOR OF ENGLAND. 

*' That whereas your Orator, John Poyntz of Acton in the countie of Glouc, Knight, by 
graunt from the Queen's majestie by her pattente under the greate seale of England 
bearing date about one yere nowe past, is lawfully seised for the terme of his life of 
and in her highness' forrest and chace of Exmore in the Counties of Devon and 
Somerset, and the Custody of the same fforrest, together with all stypends, fees, 
rents, courtes, Swanymotte Courtes and pftts of courtes, amerciaments, fynes, 
forfeitures, quarries of rocks, liberties, fall of wood, underwood, herbage, pawnage, 
comon of pasture, turff of heath, goods and cattells wayfed, goods and cattells of 
felons, fugativeSy outlawed persons, and agistment, with all and singular other pfitts, 
comodities, advantages, and emoluments whatsoever to the said forrest and chace 

of Exmore appertayning That one Richard Thome of North Molton, hath 

by casuall and indirecte meanes, gotton into his handes, custody and possession of 
dyvers very aunciente bookes, wrytinges, and evidences touching the courtes, privi- 
leges, duties, pfitts, customes, boundes and lymittes of the said forest, which doe of 
right appertayne unto your Orator, for the preservation of his estate in the said fforest, 

etc That he hath of late made often and sundry entries unto the said forrest 

uppon your Orators possessions, purposing as your Orator is credibly enformed to 
pretend unto hymself some fayned estate therein, or unto a greate parte of the piitte 
and comodities of the said fforrest. And although your Orator hath of late often 
demanded at his handes the aforesaid deedes, evidences, bookes and wrytinges, yet 
he the said Richard Thorne not only refuseth to delyver them unto your Orator, but 
alsoe most untruly denyeth the having and detayning of any of them, and intendeth 

as your Orator greatly feareth, to cancell or ymbesell the same, etc 

Entreats your Lordshipp to graunte unto your said Orator the Queen's Majesties 
writt of Subpena to be directed unto the said Richard Thome commanding hym to 
appear before your Lordshipp in the Queen's most honourable Court of Chancery 
there and then to answer, etc." 
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The Answer of Richard Tltorne to the Bill of Complaint of Sir John Pointe, Knight. 

** The said defendant saving unto him the advantage of the insufficiencie of the Bill of 
Complaint, saiethe, that true it is that he the said defendant for divers yeares nowe 
past hathe byn an officer unto Peter Edgcumbe, Esquire, being forester of the fforest 
and chace of Exmore, and then had some dealings in the said fforest and chace, 
touching the accountinge, sale, and delivery out, of the sheepe vf^^ weare depastured 
on the said fforest, and took notes in writinge of the number and delivery of the 
said sheepe w^ notes the said Defendant uppon passinge of his accompte Delivered 
upp yeerelie unto the said Peter Edgcomb or unto his under fforester. Without that 
the said Defendant hathe by anye caisuall or indirecte meanes gotton into his hands 
custodye and possession, or hathe anye aunciente boucke, wri tinges or evidences 
touching the courts, privileges, dutyes, customes, bounds, lymitts or proffitts of the 
said fforest vr^^ doe of right appertayne unto the said Complainant. Or that the 
Defendant hathe made any entrie into the said fforest purposing to pretend to 

himself some feyned estate therein or that any other thinge in the said 

Bill contayned and materiall to be answered, this Defendant is reddy to answer, etc." 



The litigation did not quite end here, for after a lapse of ten years, in February, 
1598, proceedings were instituted in the Court of Chancery [Elizabeth IV.tv, 2, No. 35] 
by Thomas Webber and James Darche, against John Baker, John Thomas, and one 
Chubworthy, to be relieved against a bond given to the defendant upon certain contro- 
versies between Sir John Poyntz, Knight, and Peter Edgcomb, Esquire, touching the 
forest of Exmoor, and the right which the people of the country had to feed their cattle 
therein. The Bill and Answer, in abstract, being as follows : — 

To THE Rt. Honb" Sir Thomas Egerton, Knight, Lord Keeper of the 

Great Seale of England. 

**Y0UR dayly Orators Thomas Webber of Luxborough in the co of Som^^ gent, and 

James Darche of the same psh and county, gent That whereas about xiij 

yeares now last past and made between Sir John Pointz, Knight, then 

named John Pointz, Esquire, on the one pte, and Peter Edgcomb, Esquire, of the 
other pte, touching and concerning the fforest of Exmore, extending itself into the 
severall counties of Devon and Somerest, with the revenews and pfitts thereof, and 
to whome, the said John Poyntz and Peter Edgcomb, the same should be paid by 
the people of the country w^*^ had and should put their rother-beastes, horse-beastcs, 
shepe, swyne, etc., to depasture there and if the suters to the Courte of 
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the said fforest, and of all other persons w^** had to ^ffthm. the same fTorest 

may so be free from such demands and chaiiendge as might be made 

against them for their said depasturing upon the said fforest The said Sir 

John Poyntz now in possession of the premisses by vertue of a new graunte made 

unto hym from her highness Your sayd Orators having sundry tymes 

made request and demand to the said John Baker, John Thomas, and Chub- 
worthy to and take out of their hands the said Bond to be enrolled and 

made void, as of right it ought to be, by the said Baker, Thomas, and Chubworthy." 



" The Joynt and severall answers of John Baker of Withypole co Som**, and John Thomas 
of Bishops Nympton co Devon, Defendants, who say, and every of them sa3rth, in 
manner and form following, viz. — That trew it is as the Def^ understand that about 
twelve yeares last past, when question was made between Sir John Poyntes, Knight, 
then named John Poyntes, Esquire, on the one pte, and Peter Edgcomb, Esquire, of 
the other pte named in the said Bill of Complaint touching the Forest of Exmore . . . 
. . . and the reveynewes and pfitts thereof . . . and to whom of the said John 
Poyntz and Peter Edgcomb, the same should be paid by the people w<:^ hadd put 
their rother-beastes, horse-beastes, sheepe, swyne, and other cattle to pasture with>«i 

the said fforest As these defendants remember Peter Edgcomb was in 

possession of the revenews of the forest. And therefore for the better . . . ^^as these 
defendants conceyve), of the title of the said Sir John Poyntz, the said complaynants 
perswarded w^^ these defendantes, and the other named defendant, and divers other 
of the country being then present, having had their beastes Depasturing within the 
said fforest, to pay the such somes of money as were payable for such depasturage 
unto the said John Poyntes. The complaynants then promising to geve securitie for 
the discharge of the said country people, against the said Peter Edgcomb and all 
persons clayming by from or under hym. And thereuppon the said Complaynants 
became bounden by their dede and obligation to these defendants ... in the some 
of twoo hundred pounds .... And thereupon such persons as were depasturing 
their beastes with^ the forest did paye their duties to Thomas Webber, as these 
defendants remember . . . The Defendants doubt that they and others having used 
the said fforest lands . . . the troble of the said Peter Edgcomb, and not having 
anything in their handes, nor to their knowledge, w^h may be their defence against 
such suite as may be attempted against them by the said Peter Eldgcomb, saving 
the said baund. And therefore these defendants doe hope it will like with the good 
pleasure of this honorable Court, that the said baund may remayne until such 
reasonable assurance be given as may be a full discharge for these defendants and 
others according to the trew intent of the condicion of the said baund. Without 
that, these Defendants doe know that after the controversie between the said Sir 



138 Annals of Exmoor Forest. 

John Poyntz and Peter Edgcomb, there was a composition and an agreement therein 

had between them Further, the pretended terme of yeares and interest by 

which the said Peter Edgcomb did challenge and clayme the same proffitts, is by 
a good space sythene determyned. That they think the Complaynants have re- 
quested the Defendants to deliver upp the said baund, which these defendants would 
be redy to doo, if there were reasonable promise given for their discharge according 
to the trew intent of the condicon of the said baund. Without that, these defendants 
have anie meaning to take benefit penaltie of the said baund, upon such pretence as 
in the Bill is most falsly allied, for these defendants never ment to take benefit of 
the penaltie of the said baund but uppon just and reasonable cause." 

At the termination of the grant made by Elizabeth to Sir John Poyntz, Exmoor forest 
again reverted to the Crown. And James I, upon his succession to the English throne, 
settled it by way of jointure upon his consort, Anne of Denmark, as before referred to. 
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Forest Rolls, 35, 38, 40, 53, 57, 67, 68, 70, 

72. 
Forester, Adam le, 68, 70, 1 19. 
Forester, Henry, 72, 76. 
Foresters, 15. 25, 26, 27, 54, 59. 64, 66, 67, 

69. 70, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 114, 1 19, 120. 
Forests, Ancient, 4, 14. 
Forests generally, 3. 
Forests, origin of, 4. 
Fosse, Robert de la, 61. 
Fowel, Henry le, 66. 
Fowel, Hugh le, 66. 
Foxes, 75. 
Foxle, John de, 76. 
Foxtwichen, Edward, 72. 
Foxtwichen, Henry de la, 66. 
Foxtwichen, John de, 58. 
Foxtwichen, Robert de, 58. 
Foxtwichen, Peter de, 72, 74, 77, 
France, 20, 77. 
Fraximo (Ash), John de, 40. 
Freeholders, 74, 75, 77, 114. 



Freemen, 14, 25, 26. 
Free Suits, 106. 
Free Suitors, 104. 
Fuel, 71. 

Fugel, Hameline le, 56. 
Fugel, Henry le, 56. 
Fuller, Robert le, 59. 
Furzhill, 63. 



Game Laws, Origin of, 18. 

Ganne, Richard, 71 

George HI, 86, 102, 103. 

Gemvile, Henry de, 43. 

Gest-takers, 24. 

Givelton, William de, 38. 

Glad, Robert de la 53. 

Glasten, Henry de, 45. 

Glenthome, 36. 

Gloss, John, 60. 

Gloss, Walter, 72, 73, 74, 76, 

Godfrey, Walter, 66. 

Godmanstone, William de, 38, 40. 

Godric, 5, 113. 

Golde, Robert, 58. 

Golde, Roger, 67. 

Golewill, Richard de, 60. 

Gorse, 106. 

Gotecoumbe, Roger de, 71. 

Gratton, 69, 7 1 . 

Gravel, 105. 

Great Dexe, 39. 

Great Rebellion, 94, 98. 

Green-hue, 25, 27. 

Grey, Adam, 66. 

Grey, William, 67. 

Greyhounds, 54. 

Grotel, John, 73. 

Grutte, la, 62. 

Gryndenham, Philip, 38. 
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Hacche, Henry, 73. 

Hacche, Robert, 73. 

Hake, William, 76. 

Hale, John, 75. 

Hale, Peter, 75. 

Halham, Edward, 73. 

Halshawe, Norman , 76. 

Hamme, Peter de, 43, 118. 

Hamme, Richard de la, 61. 

Hampshire, 14. 

Harleian MSS^ 17. 

Harleigh, Malcolm de, 43. 

Harlgrove, John, 72. 

Harold, 5. 

Harpur, Robert le, 40. 

Haselgrove or Halsgreve, John, 73, 74, 76. 

Hatton, Sir Christopher, 134, 135. 

Hawkewell, John de, 53. 

Hawkewell, Roger de, 47. 

Hawkcombe, 46. 

Hawkcombe-head.'36, 39. 

Hawkins, Richard, 103, 104. 

Hawkridge, 6, 36, 42, 46, 55, 56, 58, 59, 60, 

61, 62, 66, 104, 106, 117. 
Hawks, 25. 

Hawkswell (hamlet), 42, 46, 47. 
Hawkwell (vill,), 42. 
Hawkwelly Richard de, 60. 
Heath, 104, 106. 
Heather, Burning the, 68, 71. 
Hegebregh, 69. 
Hele, 59, 64. 
Hele, Richard, 59. 
Helling, Gilbert, 58. 
Henry. I, 13, 14. 

Henry H, 15, 17, 19, 20, 30, 113, 128. 
Henry HI, 7, 19, 20, 21, 52, 57, 131. 
Henry IV, jy. 
Henry V, 77. 
Henry VH, 81, 121. 



Henry VHI, 82, 83, 85, 121. 
Herbage, 69. 
Herlewyne, William, 55. 
Hemes Barrow, 39. 
Hemestrigge, 60. 
Heron, John, 118. 
Herons, 25. 
Herpfordy John de, 60. 
Herse, Hubert, 38. 
Hertford, Marquis of, 94. 
Herun, John, 46. 
High Bray, 104. 
Highways, 105. 
Hilde, James de la, 56. 
Hillersden, Andrew, 84. 
Hilling, Robert, 53. 
Hinds, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 77. 
Hoccombe-combe, 99. 
Hocklestone, 36, 41, 44. 
Hole, 8. 

Holecombe, John, 74. 
Holeweye, William de, 71. 
Holland, John, 84. 
Holland, William, 84. 
Holne, John de, 60, 61, 63, 65. 
Holne, William de, 46. 
Holnicote, 7, 8, 42, 46. 
Holte, John de, 67, 70. 
Honey, 25. 
Hopton, Lord, 94. 
Hordecumbe, Robert de, 57. 
Horicheford, 59. 
Horses, 91. 

Horse-beasts, 136, 137. 
How, 42, 46. 
How, John de, 46. 
How, Thomas de, 54. 
Huberd, Roger, 75. 
Hudde, William, 70. 
Hudet, Peter, 72, 75. 
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Hunting, 25, 27, 54, 62, 64, 67, 71, 75. 
Hunting-path, 60. 
Huppcote, John, 76. 
Hurdecumbe, Prior, 62. 
Husbere, Gilbert de, 69. 
Hustleigh, Adam, 46. 
Huyrne, Robert atte, 70. 
Hyldeweye, Roger de la, 59. 
Hyling, Gilbert, 53. 
Hylle, Herbert de la, 66. 
Hyndham, Geoffrey, 73. 

ILCHESTER, $2, 53, 55, 57, II8. 

Illegal Sale of Forest Lands, loi. 
Impounding Cattle, 96. 
Injury of the Forest, 73. 
Inscription on Tombstone at Oare, 109. 
Inspeximus, 21. 

James I, 85, 86, 138. 

James II, 99. 

Joans, Adam de, 54, 57, 118. 

John, King, 6. 7, 17, 18, 19, 42, 116, 130. 

John, Chaplain of Hawkridge, 62. 

Juans^ Gervaise, 57. 

Justices' Itinerants, 16, 52, 113. 

Justices of the Forest, 22, 27. 

Justice Seat, Court of, 51. 

Kael, Idonea de, 46. 
Keepers of the Forest, 113. 
Kelly, John, 45. 
Kellynton, John de, 45. 
Kent (county), 1 16. 
Kent, Hameline, 59. 
Keyne, Roger, 53. 
Keyntsford, 93. 
King, Henry le, 59. 
King, John le, 59, 69. 
King, Richard le, 47. 



Kingsbridge, 103, 104. 

Knaplock, Stephen, 70. 

Knave winche, Robert, 61. 

Knight, John, 103. 

Knigt, Robert le, 68, 70, 1 19. 

Knigt, William le, 57. 

Kydenore, Walter, 74, 85, 76, 

Kynewy, Thomas, 58. 

Kytenore, William, 44, 45, 46, 67, 69, 70. 

Lancaster, House of, 77. 

Landacre, 36, 41, 46, 56, 66. 

Langestone, Richard, 72. 

Langham, Geoffrey de, 53. 

Langport, 52, 67, 68, 116. 

Laud, Archbishop, 89. 

Lawing of Dogs, 23, 30, 114, 11 5. 

Laws, Forest, 13. 

Lease of the Forest, 86, 97, lOi, 134, 135. 

Lefhangre, 74. 

Leg, Emery de, 53. 

L^, Richard, 57. 

Legh, Robert de, 68. 

Legh, William de, 68. 

Leywoodcock, 42. 

Lillecombesset, 41. 

Lilleford, Henry, 74, 75. 

Lillycombe, 37, 41, 44. 

Lincoln, 32. 

Liscombe, 42, 47, 83. 

Little Dexe, 39. 

Litton Water, 36. 

Loch, Mr., 103. 

Lodehywyssh, John de, 67^ 1 19. 

Lokierd, William de, 70. 

Londham, John de, 67. 

Longcombe, 62. 

Longhoccombe, 71. 

Long^tone, 39. 

Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland, 96. 
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Loscombe, Gilbert de, 53. 
Lot(^er, Thomas, 6y. 
Loveny, Walter de, 43. 
Luccombe, 7, 42, 45, 104. 
Luccumbe, Geoffrey de, 45, 69. 
Luccumbe, Hugh de, 61. 
Luccumbe, Philip de, 55, 59, 118. 
Luccumbe, William de, 67, 70. 
Lucott, 45, 59, 71- 
Ludebrok, Richard de, 53, 58. 
Lung, William le, 58. 
Luttrell, Sir Andrew, 134. 
Luttrelly Sir Hugh, 82. 
Luttrell, Margaret, 134. 
Luttrell, Richard, 120. 
Luxborough, 61, 136. 
Lyn, 69, 
Lynch, East, 61. 
L}n:ich, Richard de, 61. 
Lynforde, Henry de, 73. 
Lynmouth^ 103. 
Lynton, 36, 39, 99, 104. 
Lyslee, Bryan de, 20. 



Macclesfelb, John de, 70. 
Magil . . . head^ 39. 
Magna Carta, 7, 19, 20, 31. 
Malet, Baldwin, j6. 
Malignants, 94. 
Malmsmead, 37. 
Mandehulle, Robert de, 43. 
MandehuUe, Roger de, 43. 
Manor of Exmoor, 92. 
Manwood, 3a 
March, Countess of, 1 20. 
March, Earl of, 120. 
Mare, William de la, 40. 
Mareschall, John le, 117. 
Mareys, Nicholas, 73. 



Mareys, Peter du, 41. 

Marl, 105. 

Marshal, Earl, 19. 

Martinhoe, 97, 104. 

Mastiffs, 30. 

Matilda, Empress, 45. 

Matthew, Parson of Oare, 65. 

Mendip Forest, 4, 83, 121. 

Merland, Henry de, 41. 

Merler, John de, 45. 

Merse, De la, 47. 

Messor, William, 71. 

Mewesham, John, 73, 74, 75, 76, 119, 120. 

Mill Hill, 44. 

Miller, Richard, 57. 

Miller, Robert, 58. 

Miller, Simon, 59, 60. 

Minehead, 5, 94, 97. 

Mines, Royal, 97. 

Misericordia, 54. 

Mohun, Reginald de, 55. 

Mohun, William de, 5, 6, 116. 

Molland, 62, 69, 71, 104. 

Molton, 68, 69, 104. 

Molyns (a hunter), 65. 

Monceaus, Hillary de, 53, 57, 58, 66. 

Moner, Simon le, 64. 

Mony, William de, 6j. 

More, Walter atte, 70. 

Mortimer family, 120, 121. 

Mortimer, Roger, 120. 

Moryce, Robert, 67. 

Moss-pits, 106. 

Moun, John de, 44, 46. 

Mounsey-hill Gate, 39. 

Mount- Edgcombe, 134. 

Mousehanger or Mileshangre, 58. 

Munceaus, William de,46, 65. 

Munfort, Henry de, 38. 

Mushill, 66. 
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Neath, Abbot of, 44, 46. 

Neroche Forest, 4, 72, 83, 121. 

Netherhuttune or Nethercott, 59. 

Netherton, Thomas, 74. 

Nether-vert, 28, 29. 

Nettlecombe, 5, 81, 121. 

Neville, Hemesi, 113. 

Neville, Hugh de, 20, 113. 

New Forest, 14. 

Newark, 19. 

Newton, 117, 118, 119, 121. 

Newton-Forester, 121. 

Newton, Richard de, 38, 

Noblemen and the deer, 25. 

Nonyton, Baldric de, 43. 

Norman, William, 74. 

North Devon, 3. 

North Molton, 60, 72, 74, 135. 

North Petherton, 4, 72, 116, 117, 118. 

Notwell, Philip de, 55. 

Nyweland, 66. 

Oak Saplings, 68. 

Oak Trees, 31. 

Oare, 6, 36, 37, 42, 44, 57, 59, 63, 65, 68, 69, 

7i»9i,99, 100, 104, 109. 
Oare, Henry de, 67, 71. 
Officers of the Forest, 76, 113. 
Ok, Hugh atte, 70. 
Olde, Richard le, 63. 
Olde, Thomas le, 67. 
Oliver, Walter, 70. 
OUeford, John de, 70. 
Orchard, John, 74. 
Orchard Bottom, 37, 41. 
Orchard Comer, 41. 
Orchard Wyndham, 93. 
Orman, Philip, 58. 
Ormond, Duke of, 96. 
Ormond, Marquis of, 96,97, 122. 



Otham, Jordan, 70. 
Outlaws, 27, 98. 
Outlawry, Writ of, 55. 
Over-vert, 28. 

Pagani, Robert, son of, 46. 

Pagani, Roger, son of, 38. 

Palgrave, Sir F., 17. 

Panely, Ade, 75, 76. 

Panes, Robert de, 40. 

Pannage or Pawnage, 15, 24, 25, 31, 114. 

Pardon for Outlaws, 27. 

Paris, Matthew, 19. 

Park Rolls of Petherton, 120. 

Parliamentarians, 94. 

Parracombe, 69, 104. 

Parson, James, of Hawkridge, 66. 

Parson, John, of Hawkridge, 55. 

Parson, Matthew, of Oare, 65. 

Parsons, 90. 

Passe, Robert, 69. 

Passevaunt, John, 56. 

Paul's Cathedral, 83. 

Pauleshel, William de, 67. 

Pauley, Robert de, 69. 

Pecche, Matthew, 67, 68, 70, 1 19. 

Pecche, Nicholas, 118, 119. 

Pecche, Sabina, 43, 118. 

Peet, Henry, 54. 

Pembroke, Earl of, 86, 122. 

Penres, John de, 69. 

Perambulations, 7. 8, 9, 35i 90, 117, 118. 

Perceval, Ralph, 72, 73, 74, 119, 120. 

Peris, Ada, 72. 

Petherton, 4, 72, 116, 117, 118, 120, 121. 

Petit, William le, 58. 

Peytevyn, Bartholomew, 40. 

Phelps, 98. 

Philippa, Queen, 70. 

Picotestune, Richard de, 60. 
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Pigs, 91. 

Piro, Gilbert, 45. 

Placetis, Hugh de, 117. 

Placetis, Muriel, 117. 

Placetis, Richard de, 118. 

Placetis, William de, 117, 118. 

Pleas of the Forest, 9, 27, 51, 53, 57, 67, 68, 

70, 72. 
Pleas of Venison, 54, 59. 
Plesset, William, 6^^ 66. 
Plummer, Walter, 134. 
Plumpule, William, 54. 
Pointes, John, 134. 
PoUard, Sir Hugh, 83, 84, 121. 
Pomerai, Ralph de, 6. 
Ponte, William, 56. 
Popham, Hugh de, 43. 
Porlock, 4, 7, 36, 39, 42, 45, 58, 69, 104. 
Porlock, Hugh, 53. 
Porter, Endymion, 91, 92. 
Pouleshull, John, 43. 
Pouleshull, Ralph, 73, 74, 75, ^6. 
Pount, Nicholas, 72. 
Pouralle or Purlieu, 8. 
Poybel, Henry, 61. 

Poyntz, Sir John, 122, 135, 136, 137, 138. 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 99. 
Presentment, 25. 
Prince of Wales, Charles, 93, 94. 
Prior of Bath, 46. 
Prior of Cowyke, 46. 
Prior of Taunton, 62, 71. 
Proctor, John, 72. 
Protectorate, 95. 
Provost, William le, 59. 
Pryns, Geoffrey, 75. 
Pund, William le, 53, 58. 
Punishments, 14, 15. 
Purham, John, 6t^ 
Purpresture, 23, 29, 56. 



Putte, Gilbert de la, 43, 118. 
Putte, Robert de la, 55. 
Putteford or Puckford, 57, 66. 
Pyn, Hawis de, 42, 47. 
Pyn, Thomas de, 42. 
Pyn, William, 73. 

QUARMENOUCES, or Quarum Munceaux, 

42, 46. 
Quarum Kitnor, or Beggars Quarm, 42, 46. 
Quarum, North, 122. 
Queen Anne Boleyn, 83. 
Queen Anne of Denmark, 85, 86. 
Queen Catherine of Aragon, 82, 83. 
Queen Elizabeth, 84, 85. 
Queen Jane Seymour, 83, 86. 
Queen Philippa, 70. 
Queen Victoria, 93. 
Quit Rents, i«4. 

Radyngton, John de, 43, 73, 74, 75, 76, 

120. 
Raleg, Lucy de, 69. 
Raleigh, Simon, 46. 
Rameres, John, 6t. 
Range of Forest, 23, 24. 
Rangers, 23, 24, 85, 93. 
Raweshine, Richard, 59. 
Rawle, David, 91, 99» "O. 
Rawle, Mary, 91. 
Rawle, Richard, 85. 
Rebellion, The Great, 94i 98. 
Record Office, 35, 37, 52. 
Rector of Oare, 68. 
Redford, 41,44. 
Redstone, 36, 41, 44. 
Regard, 30, 51, 55, 65i 75, 76, "4. 
R^farders, 55, 65, 67, 69, 70, 72, 73, 74, 75, 

76, 114. 
Repair of Roads, 105. 
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Report of Commissioners of Woods and 

Forests, loi. 
Restoration, The, 95, 96. 
Reygny, Joan de, 62. 
Reygny, John de, 43, 59, 60, 62, 63, 64. 
Reygny, Roger de, 60, 65, 66. 
Reygny, Thomas de, 60. 
Reygny, William de, 59, 60, 62, 63, 64. 
Richard I, 16, 17, 19, 29, 47, 113, 121. 
Richard II, 77. 
Rights of Common, 104. 
Rights of Fishing, 104. 
Rights of Herbage, 84. 
Rights of Pasturage, 95. 
Rivers, 104. 
Rivers, Richard de, 46. 
Rixene, Richard atte, 70. 
Road Castle, 36, 39. 
Robbers' Bridge, 37, 41, 44. 
Robbers on Exmoor, 97. 
Robin Hood, lOO. 
Roche, John, 75. 
Roche, Simon de, 69, 70, 1 19. 
Roche, William de la, 65. 
Rodikbare, John, 70. 
Roebucks, 55. 
Roges, Simon, 45, 55. 
Room Hill, 39. 
Roses, Wars of the, yj, 
Rother-beasts, 136, 137. 
Rotuli Curia Regis, 17. 
Royal Commission, loi. 
Royal Library, Windsor Castle, 93. 
Royal MSS., 83. 
Royalists, 93, 94. 
Ruckebere, William de, 64. 
Runnymead, 19. 
Russell, Lord, 83. 
Russell, Robert, 66. 
Rydone, Reginald de, 6^, 



Rye, 56, 71- 
Rymcr, 19. 

Salaries of Foresters, 115. 

Saleye, Thomas de, 47. 

Salisbury, 38. 

Sand, 105. 

Sandhulle, William de,6i. 

Saplings, Oak, 68. 

Savage, 98. 

Saxon Chronicle, 5. 

Saxon Foresters, 5. 

Scamel, Walter, 7, 38. 

Scolonde, Geoffrey de, 46. 

Scotal, 24. 

Scovyle, William de, 40. 

Scowelle, Geoffrey de, 38. 

Scrutenger, John, 63, 64. 

Seccheville, Warine de, 57. 

Segyn, Thomas, 54. 

Sele, Elias de la, 56. 

Sele, Thomas de la, 58. 

Select Charters, 19. 

Selecumbe, Richard de, 58. 

Selwood Forest, 4, 72, 121. 

Seymour, Queen Jane, 83, 86. 

Sheep, 73, 85, 91, 104, 106, 136, 137. 

Shepecombe-head, 41, 44. 

Sherdon Hutch, 36, 41, 44. 

Sherdon Water, 44. 

Sheriff of Somerset, 5. 

Sherwood Forest, 100. 

Shetere, Thomas le, 62. 

Sidenham, 57,66. 

Silvester, William, 70. 

Simonsbath, 36,41, 85, 86, 103. 

Simonsbath Farm, 104, 106. 

Skitt, Richard, 68. 

Slade, Ralph, 67, 119. 

Slowlye, David, 85. 
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Sodden, William de, 115. 

Somerton, 52, 73, 74, j^. 

Sortecumbe, Nicholas de, 53. 

Southlane, Walter, 72. 

Spacy, Robert, 60. 

Spanish Armada, 85. 

Spark, Adam, 61. 

Spark, William, 70. 

Sparkford, John de, 47. 

Special-vert, 28, 29. 

Spire Cross, 39. 

Sporting Rights, 81. 

Spraccombediche, 41. 

Spraccombehead, 41,44. 

St. Alban, John, 120. 

St. Aubyn, . . . de, 69. 

St. Maur, Philip de, 120. 

Stable, 73, 74. 

Stafford, Richard, 120. 

Stags, 55, 59, 60, 61, 65, 67, 68, 71. 73, 74, 

75, n. 93. 

Staghounds, 85. 

Star Chamber Proceedings, 122. 

State Papers, 84, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 

95, 96, 97- 
Statute de Malefactoribus, 21. 
Statutes of the Realm, 21. 

Staunton, B ni de, 40. 

Staunton, William de, 43, 75. 

Stawell, William Moggridge, 104, 106. 

Stawey, John, 72, 73, 74, 75. 76. 

Stephen, 15. 

Sterte, Robert de la, 54, 55, 60,65, 118. 

Stevene, Gilbert, 72. 

Stile, 46. 

Stodhurde, John le, 58. 

Stodhurde, William le, 58. 

Stoke Pero, 7, 42, 45, 104. 

Stone, 105. 

Stonhuste or Stonchiste, 41, 44. 



Stoodley, 105. 

Stot, John, 85. 

Stouford, John de, 70. 

Strong, Richard, 103. 

Stuart Dynasty, 93. 

Stubbs, Dr., 19. 

Substitutionary Foresters, 120. 

Suit and Service, 104, 106. 

Sully, Sir John, TJ. 

Surcharge of the Forest, 72. 

Survey and Sale of the Forest, 100, 102, 

Sutho, Ada de, 58. 

Sutho, Hameline de, 58. 

Sutho, Nicholas de, 58. 

Sutho, Warine de, 58. 

Sutho, William de, 59. 

Suyfomore, Ralph, 70. 

Swanimote, 24, 25, 51, 52, 104, 106, 114, 115, 

134, 135. 
Swetehegh, John de, 69. 

Swine, 25, 31, 115, 136, 137. 

Sydenham, Hugh, 74, 75, 76. 

Sydenham, Roger, 56, 122. 

Sydenham, Walter, 56, 57, 66. 

Syneray, William, 53. 

Taillur, Brevis le, 65. 

Tarr, 39. 

Taunton, 52, 70,91. 

Taunton, Archdeacon of, 116. 

Taunton Courier^ 102, 103. 

Taunton, Prior of, 45, 47, 62. 

Tavistock, 61. 

Telchete or Tolchet, 42, 47. 

Tenders for Purchase of Forest, 102, 103. 

Tenements, Old Enclosed, 102, 104, 106. 

Terel, Thomas, 43. 

Thomas, John, 1 36, 1 37. 

Thomlyn, Richard, 70. 

Thome, Richard, 135, 136. 
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Thornton, Thomas, 104, 106. 

Throckmorton, Anthony, 134.' 

Timber Trees, 97. 

Tithes, 89, 90, 102, 104, 106. 

Tiverton, 103. 

Tolls, 26. 

Tort, Geoffrey le, 55, 61,65. 

Tort, William le, 54. 

Torthe, James de, 46. 

Tracy, Henry de, 61. 

Tracy, Oliver de, 54. 

Tracy, Thomas de, 61. 

Tracy, Walter de, 54. 

Trent River, 67, 68, 70, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76. 

Trent, Somerset, 93. 

Trevelyan, Sir John, 81, 121. 

Trivete, William, 43. 

Trommere, Walter, 75. 

Truttok, Henry, 75. 

Tuberville, Richard de, 55. 

Turbaries, 66, 106. 

Turves, 29, 71, 104, 106. 

Twitchen, 104. 

Tyntent, de, 47. 

Tyrel, Roger, 38. 

Ufford, Sir Robert de, 67, 68. 
Upedune, Nicholas, 57. 
Uppecote, John, 73, 74, 77. 
Uppington, William, 72, 73, 1 19. 

Value of Live Stock, 85, 91. 

Varle Hill, 39. 

Veel, Ralph le, 69. 

Venison, 5, 28, 29, 51, 59, 60, 61, 62, 64, 

65,67,68,71, 114, 115- 
Venne, Henry atte, 76, 
Verderers, 24, 27, 54, 59, 67, 69, 70, 72, 73, 

74,75,76, 114, "8, "9, 120. 
Vert, 5,28,29, 51, 114. 



Victoria, Queen, 93. 
Vynour, Thomas le, 70. 

Walks, 20. 

Waleys, Hugh le, 54. 

Walles, La, 46. 

Walley, Hugh, 113. 

Walter of Oare, 63, 65. 

Wambarrow, 39. 

Warden of the Cinque Ports, 1 16. 

Warrant of Charles I, 93, 

Wars of the Roses, 77. 

Waskham, Robert de, 58. 

Waste, 23, 29, 57, 66. 

Watering Places for Cattle, 105. 

Webbe, Richard le. 68. 

Webber, Thomas, 1 36, 1 37. 

Week or Wyke, 59. 

Weir Water, 41, 44. 

Wells (City), 37, 52, 72, 75, 115. 

Westcote, Roger de, 53. 

Westminster, 16, 38. 

West-Saxon Kings, 4. 

Wet Nurse to Charles, Prince of Wales, 93. 

Whaddene or Whaddon, Walter de, 67, 69, 

70. 
White Lackington, 104. 
Whitefield, 69. 
Whitehall, 95. 
Whitfield, Robert, 91. 
William Rufus, 14. 
William the Conqueror, 5, 6, 14, 1 16. 
Willingford, 36, 37, 41, 42, 44. 
Williton, 5, 65. 
Wilmersham, 7, 42, 45. 
Winchester, 13. 
Windereidmede, 118. 
Windham, Mr. 93. 
Windsor, 19. 
Windsor Castle, 93. 
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Winsford, 5, 6, 36, 39, 42, 46, 55, 58. 60, 69, 

74, 104, 115. 
Witheridge or Wytherugge, 42, 75. 
Withycombe, 7, 42, 46. 
Withypool, 5, 6, 36, 47, 55, 59, 60, 66, 104, 

106, 113, 137. 
Wode, Peter atte, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76. 
Woleford, Philip de, 43. 
Woodmote, 51. 
Woodstock, 16, 128. 
Woodwards, 15, 115. 
Wootton Courtenay, 69, 104. 
Worcester, Battle of, 93. 
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